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Introduction and Acknowledgements

The preparation of the 2017 report was started by Richard Burness, our County Recorder,
who was taken ill at the end of 2019 and, sadly, died in January 2020. An appreciation of his
life and contribution to ornithology in Berkshire appears on page 6.

You will appreciate that this has caused some disruption to our reporting timetable. We
now have a new team in place, with Marek Walford as County Recorder, Robert Godden
taking on the scientific editing of the reports and Sally Wearing managing their production.
Andy Tomczynski has taken on the role of Photographic Editor and you will now find
images distributed through the text. To facilitate the work of our species account writers
and to provide consistency across reports, Robert Godden has automated the analysis and
presentation of most of the tables. He explains how this works in an article on page 27.

The basis of these reports is the database of tens of thousands of records submitted by many
hundreds of observers. The team would like to thank all who have submitted their records
and encourage any others to send in their records too (see the information on page 5 about
submitting records).

The main authors of the report are the Species Account Writers (SAWSs), whose task it is to
analyse the records and surrounding literature, and from them to create an informative and
interesting read. With much of the data crunching now automated and as species accounts
no longer have to contain lists of records (the records database is publicly available online
at http://berksoc.org.uk/recording/bird-records-archive/), the role of the SAWs is now
more one of reviewing and contextualising the information. We would like to thank all the
SAWSs who have contributed to this and other reports, but we always need more help! So, if
you might be interested in writing the new style of account, please contact Robert Godden.

Since the foundation of the Reading Ornithological Club, the precursor of the BOC, in
1947, the annual report covers have all been illustrated by Robert Gillmor, OBE; a truly
remarkable record. Despite health struggles, he has celebrated the 2017 Hawfinch invasion
for us with this report’s lovely painting. Robert donates these cover pictures to raise funds for
the Club. We cannot thank him enough.

Lastly, I want to thank our publisher Rob Still, who skilfully turns our drafts into the report
for publication and gets it printed. Rob runs the well-known natural history publisher,
WILDguides, and, I think, does this for us largely as a labour of love!

Stepping down as Managing Editor, I would like to thank all those I have enjoyed working
with over the years and wish the new editorial team every success.

Renton Righelato

Submitting Records

Sending your records promptly and electronically will enable the County database to be kept
complete and up to date. To facilitate review and report preparation, records may be sent
throughout the year and anyway should be filed within three months of a year end. If you
are unable to send your records electronically, we may be able to help. Please contact the
County Recorder: Marek Walford, 30 Bellingham Walk, Emmer Green, Reading, RG4 8LS.

Records can be entered on line at www.berksbirds.co.uk or sent by email to the
Recorder records@berksoc.org.uk as an excel file or as a CSV file. Excel files should
have the following eight columns in this order:

Species, Site, Grid reference, Arrival date, Departure date, Number, Notes,
Observer, Breeding status.

Species: Required. If possible, please use the species name from BWP. Please do not use
plurals. e.g. do not enter “Siskins” or “Canada Geese”, but “Siskin” or “Canada Goose”.

Site: Required. If possible, please use the site names as used in these reports. Otherwise,
please enter the site as the nearest landmark on an OS map and specify the grid reference
in the “Grid reference” field. Sites such as “my garden”, “River Thames”, “3 miles east of
Reading” or “by the A33” are examples of inappropriate site names.

Grid reference: Four or six figure grid ref. The prefix, either “SU” or “TQ” should be
included and there should be no spaces between characters. Grid references are only
required for less well-known sites, or to give a very precise location within a large site.

Arrival date: Required. In the format “dd/mm/yyyy” i.e. “01/01/2005”. For records
that refer to more than one day enter the first date in this field and the last date in the
“Departure date” field.

Departure date: Optional. In the format “dd/mm/yyyy” e.g. “01/01/2005”.

Number: Required. Whole number only. e.g. the following are not valid: “c10”, “10+”,
“1-2”, “many”. Enter any quantifying information in the Notes field.

Notes: Optional. Use the Notes field to enter information on age, sex, behaviour, breeding
details etc. Any reference to other species made in this field will not be recorded for that
species — please make a separate entry for each species.

Breeding Status: Optional. Please use the BTO breeding evidence codes: http://www.
bto.org/volunteer-surveys/birdatlas/methods/breeding-evidence.

Observer: Required. Please enter your full name and include your middle names if you
have any.

.csv files should use the same eight fields separated by commas (whether or not they
contain data) and note that any field containing a comma should be enclosed in double
quotes. Thus, for example: Siskin,”Searles Lane, Burghfield”,03/02/2019,,10,Feeding in
Alders,, M]JT.

Confidentiality: Confidential records should be sent separately but in the same format,
and noted as confidential in the covering email. The locations of records for rare breeding
species will, in any case, be held in confidence.

Species requiring a description: Records of rarer species will be reviewed by the
Berkshire Records Committee and may require a description or additional notes — please
see the BRC report (page 22).



Richard Burness 1943-2020
Berkshire County Bird Recorder
2016-2020

Like many birders of his generation, Richard
Burness was a birdwatcher from boyhood. As
a young man living in Kent, he “stomped” the
north Kent marshes in all weathers, when wildfowl
numbers were larger than they are now, and was
a regular “shingle basher” at Dungeness where he
stayed at the Bird Observatory, in the days of Bob
Scott’s wardenship.

Birds were a passion that he managed to weave into
his work life as a meteorologist. He served for 15
years as a meteorological observer on North Atlantic
Ocean Weather Ships, from which he provided data
on seabirds and cetaceans for research on their
populations and he published occasional articles
in The Marine Observer. On the MV Quattro Venti,
he worked on a seabird and cetacean census of the
Mediterranean, the islands of the British Isles and
upwelling areas of the continental shelf for WWF
and the Edward Grey Institute. This was important
work in the years leading up to the international
whaling ban in 1986. For ten years, he lived and
worked in Fife, where he was a founder member of the Fife Bird Club in 1985.There he was
a WeBS counter for the southern Tay Estuary and low-tide counter at Fife Ness.

Richard ¢ Patricia Burness

Holidays were spent on birding trips across Europe, the Middle East and North Africa.
As a rather hippie young man in the 1960s, he was something of a pioneer of many of the
areas that have since become popular destinations for British birders, like eastern Poland
and Morocco. He went several times to the Middle East. One year, with a few friends and
his cousin Peter, he drove overland through Europe and Turkey to northern Iran to spend a
month recording spring migration along the southern shore of the Caspian Sea, something
that could not easily be done now. Later, he and Patricia, who he married in 1986, made a
series of trips to California, which they loved, and to some of the east coast US birding sites.

The Isles of Scilly had a special place in his life. He made the autumn pilgrimage annually
from 1968 to 2019. For many years he stayed on the island of St Agnes; he was part of that
group of people who made Scilly the birding Mecca that it was to become in the 1980s and
’90s. More recently, he and Patricia would stay on St Mary’s, along with birding friends from
Berkshire and across the country.

A few years after they were married, he and Patricia moved to Berkshire, where he worked
at the Meteorological Office in Bracknell. Since retiring from the Met Office (as Manager of
Upper-air Observations and Thunderstorm Location) in 2003, and despite his problem with
a rare anaemia, he threw himself into local ornithology, in the field and at his (not always
reliable) computer. He was a prolific surveyor and meticulous record keeper. He was a long-
standing WeBS counter here as he had been in Scotland and he was an important contributor
to the county atlas and to our annual reports.
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In 2016, he took on the job of County Recorder, a crucial role in turning the myriad
observations of amateur bird watchers into good citizen science. It is a role that demands
knowledge, judgement, sensitivity and, above all, the ability to command confidence and
respect from the community. Richard did this wonderfully. His unassuming manner
encouraged collaboration and he brought transparency to a sometimes opaque system.
Quietly, he brought together an expert team and reset the county’s recording system. He
built something we can be proud of and he gained the gratitude and respect of all of us who
worked with him.

Renton Righelato
February 2020

Richard Burness died suddenly on 29th Fanuary 2020, aged 76, with complications arising from
thrombocythemia, a bone marrow disease thar had required intermittent hospital treatment, but
which he did not let dampen his love of birding. He leaves his wife Patricia and his sister, Susan.



Eastern Race Lesser Whitethroat
South Ascot January 29th — March 30th 2017

by Sean Davies and Ginette East

Sunday 29th January 2017 was one of the designated dates of that year’s RSPB Big Garden
Birdwatch and I set aside an hour in the morning to watch the feeders in the garden of my
partner, Ginette. Siskin, Redpoll and Blackcap had been frequent visitors that winter along
with a single Brambling. Therefore, I was hopeful of a half-decent list. A few minutes into
the hour I was stunned to see a Lesser Whitethroat land on one of the nearest feeders at four
metres’ range. After showing well for about a minute, it retreated into nearby shrubbery but
continued to be seen on and off for the next hour and then briefly again towards dusk.

To be honest, on the day I hadn’t paid much thought to any sub-specific identification
and didn’t have any time to check any online resource. However, on returning home I
read several identification articles on wintering Lesser Whitethroats in the UK and western
Europe and this raised my curiosity.

I returned to Ascot from my home in Bristol the following week and after fleeting views on
February 5th, the bird showed really well around the feeders for a prolonged period the
next day, allowing some photographs to be taken. It was clear that the bird showed multiple
characteristics of one of the eastern races blythi or halimodendri.

Over the following weeks we saw the bird on many more occasions until the final sighting
by Ginette on March 30th. It was not always reliable in its appearances though and would
often go missing for days. On March 12th we were joined by Marek Walford and Brian
Bennett who had got in touch after seeing a photo I had uploaded to the Berksbirds website.
Fortunately, the bird showed well that day.

Throughout its stay we never once heard it call, nor saw it shed a feather. However, by the
time it left, and by now well read on the matter, I was certain that it was an eastern race bird,
probably from Central Asia and either halimodendri or, more likely, blythi. Unfortunately, it
is not possible to determine the race on sight views alone.

Description:

Though never seen in the open for longer than a few minutes at a time, the total length of
observation ran into hours. The exact plumage tones were initially difficult to ascertain but
over time it was clear that the bird differed from a typical nominate curruca in a number of
respects and closely resembled photographs of known byth: / halimodendri.

The wings and tail were worn, with some missing feathers. Structurally the bird was
considered close to curruca. However, the wings were fairly short and blunt tipped, This
gave the bird a long-tailed appearance. From photographs the primary projection was
measured at 50% or under of the exposed tertials. The bill was certainly not weak but maybe
slightly less sturdy than a typical curruca. Otherwise dark in colour, there was a blue-grey
base to the lower mandible. The upperparts were fairly uniformly pale to mid-brown with
a distinct sandy hue. There were no grey tones in the upperparts at all. This colouration
clearly extended on to the nape and hind crown and there was no great contrast with the
grey-toned crown and forehead. Lighter feathering above and to the rear of the eye marked
out an indistinct supercilium. The lores and cheeks were darker grey, creating a masked
effect. This was fairly subtle though, and in some lights and postures was barely noticeable.
There was a partial white eye ring. The wings were quite uniformly mid-brown with an
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indistinct pale panel on the secondaries. The tertials (some were missing) had sandy fringes.
The primaries were pale tipped. The tail was also mid-brown and contrasted little with the
upperparts. There was extensive white in the outer tail feathers but the exact extent of this
was not ascertained either by observation or in photographs. The throat was white and this
contrasted with the rest of the underparts which were suffused buff but with a distinct peachy
tone, especially on the sides of the breast.

Eastern race Lesser Whatethroat, South Ascot, Feb 6th, Sean Davies
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Parrot Crossbill, Wishmoor Bottom, Swinley Forest,
Camberley, November 26th 2017

by Andy Tomczynski

The birding highlight of October and November 2017 in Berkshire was, no doubt, the
large influx of Hawfinches across the county and I had managed to see them at numerous
locations. However, a report of 16 Common Crossbills at Wishmoor Bottom, Swinley Forest
on November 25th also grabbed my attention because I had not seen any in Berkshire
during the year. For this reason, I went to Wishmoor Bottom at dawn on November 26th in
the hope of adding Common Crossbills to my year list. I had no luck finding any Crossbills
after three hours wandering around the heathland. Then, out of the blue, one flew past me
and landed in a Scots Pine close by. I slowly approached the tree to see if I could find the
bird without disturbing it. I found it relatively easily and saw that it was a female. I spent a
while trying to photograph and video it. Whilst looking at it, and the images on the back of
my camera I thought it looked rather thick-billed and noted, also, that it was tearing cones
from the branches.

I heard Crossbill calls and then it, and another Crossbill, a male, which was also in the
same tree but unbeknown to me, flew off. I noted the call as not quite like that of Common
Crossbill. Even then the penny had not dropped. I relocated the male on a tree top,
photographed it and thought that this bird looked thick-billed too. Jerry O’Brien, who had
arrived whilst I was watching the crossbills, subsequently recalls me saying something about
Parrot Crossbill. However, I did not wish to linger at the site as I was keen to rush off to
Staines Reservoir to see the Horned Lark before going home. I did not give the “Crossbills”
much thought thereafter.

Later, in the evening at home, I saw Marek’s post about “probable” Parrot Crossbills at
Wishmoor Bottom. Only then did I really scrutinise my photographs and realised I had been
looking at Parrot Crossbills all along! Even though I had had thoughts about Parrot Crossbill
features at Wishmoor Bottom, I had somehow subconsciously dismissed the likelihood of
seeing any in Berkshire; along with being distracted by thinking about going to Staines.
Lesson learnt! This was all rather ironic, given that I had found, with my car group, Parrot
Crossbills at Sand on Mainland Shetland less than two months earlier, confirming their
identity with my photographs.

Following this realisation, I felt confident enough to post on Berksbirds that evening that
there were definitely two Parrot Crossbills at Wishmoor Bottom. Over subsequent days, at
least 16 Parrot Crossbills were seen at Wishmoor Bottom, tallying with the 16 “Common
Crossbills” seen on November 25th. I went back to see the birds on November 27th, 28th
and 30th to try to obtain better photographs. The birds stayed until March 2018. The only
previous accepted record of this species was in January 1983, near Crowthorne.
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B et AT A -
L R aaa ) = :
Parrot Crossbill, Wishmoor Bottom, Dec 24th Parrot Crossbill, Wishmoor Bottom, Dec 24th
2017, Michael McKee 2017, Michael McKee

Parror Crossbill, Wishmoor Bottom, Nov 27th Parror Crossbill, Wishmoor Bottom, Nov 27th
2017, Andy Tomczynski 2017, Andy Tomczynski

Note large head with bull-necked appearance, Note bill powerful enough to detach cones
with deep bill and the lower mandible bulging

Common Crossbill, Crowthorne Wood, Fan 19th ~ Common Crossbill, Crowthorne Wood, Mar 31st
2019, Andy Tomczynski 2016, Andy Tomczynski

Note smaller lower mandible and tips of

mandibles protrude, unlike Parrot Crossbill’s
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The Hawfinch Irruption in Winter 2017-2018
by Marek Walford

Introduction

Hawfinch used to be an uncommon and localised species in Berkshire, breeding in small
numbers until the early 1990s. The record count for Berkshire was 95 at Cheapside in
January 1974. The stronghold was in the east of the county and counts of up to 50 were
regular from Windsor Great Park until 1994, after which numbers dwindled and become
sporadic. It is now a local rarity, primarily found in winter, with most records coming from
Combe Wood, in the extreme south-west of the county.

The 2017-2018 Irruption

During autumn 2017, a large irruption of Hawfinches took place across southern Britain,
involving many thousands of birds. Hawfinches are specialist eaters, feeding on the hard seeds
from trees such as Hornbeam. It is thought that the 2017 irruption was caused by a crop

Fig 1. Maximum daily counts of Hawfinches 2017/18
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failure in its usual wintering range in central
and eastern Europe, especially Germany
and Romania, causing large numbers of
birds to move further south in search of
food. This coincided with the arrival of
Storm Ophelia, which was spinning anti-
clockwise off the west coast of Europe at
the time, pushing many of the Hawfinches
towards Britain.

Records in Berkshire

The first record was of five birds over
Paul Bright-Thomas’ garden in Woosehill,
Wokingham, on Oct 16th, followed by
a single on 20th, five on 24th and one
on 26th. On Oct 27th, six were seen at
Wraysbury GPs but numbers really started
to increase on 28th with 45 birds recorded
at three locations. This was the highest day
count but good counts continued to be
recorded throughout November. However,

&

!

Hawfinch, Basildon Park, Dec 12th 201 7;Andy
Tomczynskt
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Hawfinch,AMorzimerJ Dec 5th 201 7;Andy Hawfinch, Basildon Park, Dec 9th 2017, Andy
Tomczynski Tomczynski

the highest counts were recorded during December and January when large flocks of
wintering birds were discovered.

The highest numbers were recorded at Basildon Park, where birds were present between
Nov 13th 2017 and Feb 3rd 2018, peaking at 130 on Jan 28th 2018 (a new county record).
Other regular sites included Shaw Dene House, Newbury (peak of 22 between Feb 16th
2018 and Apr 8th 2018), Padworth College (peak of 11 between Dec 2nd 2017 and Mar
16th 2018), Moor Green Lakes (peak of 7 between Nov 12th 2017 and Apr 2nd 2018) and
Dinton Pastures CP (peak of 15 between Oct 28th 2017 and Mar 29th 2018). Elsewhere,
double figure counts included 12 at Queen Mother Reservoir on Oct 28th, 10 at Bowsey Hill
on Nov 8th, 10 at Windsor Great Park on Nov 8th, and 12 at Streatley on Feb 25th 2018.

Numbers fell rapidly after a January peak, presumably as birds started to disperse. Small
numbers were recorded between February and April, before the last record of one at
Stanford Dingley on Apr 13th.

In total, birds were recorded in 57 1 km squares. These were scattered across the county with
an apparent absence from the downland in the west. The larger counts, and the sites that
held birds throughout the winter, were generally parkland estates that provided the mature
deciduous trees that the species prefers. However, anywhere had the chance of recording
migrating birds, and Hawfinch was added to many birder’s patch and garden lists. Birds were
noted feeding on Hornbeam but interestingly the birds at Lavell’s Lake were seen feeding
on Sloes.

Conclusions

It is difficult to estimate how many birds were involved, but by adding together the maximum
count for each 1km square a very crude figure of 366 gives a rough idea. Despite the large
numbers involved and that some birds lingered into April, the irruption did not result in any
breeding records. Autumn 2019 saw a return to form for Berkshire Hawfinches, with just
one record of two birds flying over Calcot, Reading on Oct 28th . The irruption of winter
2017/2018 was a truly unique event and one of the highlights of the year!
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Birding Highlights of 2017
by Ken Moore

JANUARY: An adult Caspian Gull at Lea Farm on January 1st started the month well. The
same day confirmed that the female Scaup was still present at Moatlands and the Golden
Plover flock near the Barn at Englefield had risen to 528. On January 3rd there was a drake
Pintail at Hosehill Lake. On 4th, there were five Crossbills reported at Wishmoor Bottom.
Three Waxwings were reported in the Twyford Waitrose Car Park on January 5th, seen again
on 9th on Slough Trading Estate. Also on 5th, a Brent Goose flew onto Lea Farm GP. Up
on Cow Down a ringtail Hen Harrier was reported and down on White Swan Lake the now
regular drake Ferruginous Duck. On 6th, a redhead Smew was at Searles Farm Lane with a
pair of Pintails. The same day, the wintering Great Grey Shrike was seen on the Berkshire
side of the border for a change, at Wishmoor Bottom, where many Crossbills were pairing
up. Single Shelduck were at both Moor Green Lake and Lea Farm GP on 7th. There was a
third winter Caspian Gull in the gull roost at Main Pit, Theale, on January 13th. The second
Great Grey Shrike of the year was seen at Cow Down. Eight Smews were at Sunnyside GP,
Wraysbury, on 26th and five Waxwings appeared briefly on 28th in Bracknell. The following
day, a Great Grey Shrike recorded in South Ascot was thought likely to have been one of the
Eastern forms. During the month, Firecrests were reported across the centre and east of the
county, and in the west, Willow Tits were seen in Combe Wood; there was a flock of 45 Corn
Buntings at Wellbottom Down.

FEBRUARY: began with the first Oystercatcher of the Year on 3rd at Hosehill. A few days
later, on 6th, a female Long-tailed Duck appeared at Moor Green Lakes, only staying for the
day. The bird was seen again on February 28th and stayed into March. On February 21st, four
Water Pipits were well-watched at Queen Mother Reservoir.

MARCH: A total of twelve Stonechats at Dorney Wetlands was a good count on March 4th,
as was a minimum of seventeen Chiffchaffs on Dorney Common the same day. The first
returning Redshank was noted on March 8th at Hosehill Lake. Three Oystercatchers visited
the recently cleared islands at Rowney Predator Lake, Woolhampton, on 10th. Two of them
paired up and fledged one young, the first breeding record for the lake. On March 11th, a drake
Garganey was found at Lea Farm Lake. The first hirundines, 25 Sand Martins, arrived on
16th at Lower Farm GP, with three more early the next morning at Hosehill Lake. March 17th
also heralded the first arrivals of Wheatear at Greenham Common, of Little Ringed Plover
at Pingewood GPs, and, on the rarity front, a Cattle Egret on one of the cleared islands at
Woolhampton. March 21st was notable for a Water Pipit on Bottom Lane Floods. On 29th, at
Padworth Lane GP, in amongst the 200 plus flock of Greylag Geese, was an adult Pink-footed
Goose. During the same afternoon, on the southern side of the Herons Nest Landfill, a Stone
Curlew was disturbed. Finally, on March 31st, a bright Sandwich Tern early in the morning
at Main Pit, Theale, was followed a few hours later by a Common Tern, Swallows were
observed over Lower Farm GP and a drake Common Scoter at Queen Mother Reservoir.

APRIL: Early morning on April 4th at Queen Mother Reservoir, a winter Sanderling was
seen, and at Fobney Meadow, a mating pair of Garganeys gave us all hope! The following
day a “cracking” male Common Redstart was at Wishmoor Cross, Swinley Forest. The same
day, two Little Gulls were on Hosehill Lake, with a drake Garganey and a Sedge Warbler at
Padworth Lane GP. On April 10th, a male Hen Harrier at Bury Down flew over one of the
fields to the south, a Black-tailed Godwit was at Fobney Meadow, a Yellow Wagtail called
over Spencers Wood, and an Osprey was seen flying low over Lower Farm GP. Approximately
250 Lesser Redpolls were around Wishmoor Cross on April 12th. A Ruff was at Burnthouse
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Lane GP on 15th. A single Greenshank was found on a BOC walk at Crookham Pools on
April 20th. Later the same day, some fortunate observers who had gone over to Winter Hill,
Berkshire, got to observe, at some distance, the Black-winged Stilts in Buckinghamshire
at Little Marlow. A male Whinchat was at Burnthouse Lane on 21st, with nine Green
Sandpipers on the pool edges there. There was a brief visit from a Hobby over Woolhampton
on April 22nd, a Black Tern flew through Main Pit, Theale, on 24th and a fabulous Wood
Sandpiper arrived at Fobney Meadow. Finally, on April 30th to close the month, there was a
brief visit by a Wryneck at Fobney Meadow, two Black Terns at Moatlands GP and a single
Whimbrel at Queen Mother Reservoir.

MAY: On May 2nd, a discussion between the BOC and the remediators for the centre section
of Burnthouse Lane led to a large volume of graded soil being left untouched until August; c
50 pairs of Sand Martins colonised the heap and bred very successfully. On 5th, a diver was
seen from the spit at Theale Main pit across in the far north-east corner. So as a small crowd
gathered, some went round the lake for a closer view of the Red-throated Diver. Black Swan
Lake, Dinton Pastures CP, was notable for a Little Tern located there in the morning of May
7th, followed by a Little Gull in the afternoon. On May 10th, the second Cattle Egret of
the year was found at Twyford GP and soon moved to Lea Farm Lake. On May 12th, a full
summer Black-necked Grebe was on Main Pit, Theale. Later that day, both Woodcock and
Nightjar were displaying at Roundoak Piece. The following day, a Great White Egret was
seen distantly flying away from Lea Farm Lake. Five Black-tailed Godwits were on Plover
Island, Moor Green Lakes, on May 18th and two Mediterranean Gulls were there on 26th.
Another Little Tern was at Lea Farm Lake on May 27th.

JUNE: On June 11th, an apparent winter plumage Arctic Tern appeared at Main Pit, Theale.
The bird turned out to be a first summer Arctic Tern, quite a rare plumage for the northern
hemisphere. The following day, an adult Red-breasted Goose arrived at Lower Farm GP -
who lost that one?

JULY: Two adult Black Terns were constantly dip-feeding on Main Pit, Theale, on July 4th.
On 9th, some 20 Black-tailed Godwits were on Hosehill Lake; by late evening the next day,
the party had increased to 29, but by the following morning all bar three had gone. A Great
White Egret on July 14th at Lower Farm GP had moved to Woolhampton on 15th. A Turtle
Dove was purring at Lower Farm GP on July 19th only, one of the very few reports for the
year. On July 21st at Queen Mother Reservoir, there were four Turnstones, three Yellow-
legged Gulls and eight Common Sandpipers. Then on 24th, again at Queen Mother
Reservoir, there were three Common Scoters, a Whimbrel, two Oystercatchers, a single
Dunlin and a Little Tern

AUGUST: On 3rd, approximately 700 Cormorants were recorded at Queen Mother Reservoir.
On August 9th, an adult summer Sabine’s Gull at Lower Farm GP unfortunately did not stay
long on either of its two appearances, so very few people saw it. At the New Workings, Moor
Green Lakes, on 13th, the second Wood Sandpiper of 2017 arrived and stayed for a while. Twwo
Avocets appeared at Queen Mother Reservoir on August 14th, with another at Padworth Lane
GP on 22nd. On August 21st, a flock of 12 Green Sandpipers flew in for a very short visit at
Burnthouse Lane. On August 28th, three Shags arrived: two on Hosehill Lake and one on Main
Pit, Theale; the Hosehill birds moved off within days but one stayed for a few weeks on Main Pit.

SEPTEMBER: On 1st, a juvenile Marsh Harrier flew north over Roden Down and a
Great White Egret flew into the British Airways Pit at Wraysbury. Four Whinchats were at
Burnthouse Lane GP on 4th. Main Pit, Theale, was memorable for a Manx Shearwater on
September 8th. Billingbear Golf Club near Wokingham was a new location for many birders in
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Black-tailed Godwit, Hosehill Lake, Jul 9th, Andy Tomczynski.
A high count of 20 summer plumage “islandica” race birds, increasing to 29 the following day.

Berkshire and a new location too for the Grey Phalarope which was found on their small lake
on September 12th! An Osprey went through Dinton Pastures CP on 13th and a Ruff visited
Burnthouse Lane on 16th. On September 18th, a Pectoral Sandpiper arrived at Moor Green
Lakes and, at Greenham Common on 19th, a total of 18 Woodlarks were counted. Then on
September 25th a winter plumage Black-necked Grebe was at Queen Mother Reservoir.
Crookham Common was the place to be on 26th, when a Yellow-browed Warbler found
early in the morning stayed all day. On the last day of September another Grey Phalarope
was located, this time at Lower Farm GP.

OCTOBER: On lst, a winter Slavonian Grebe was on Main Pit, Theale. A ringtail Hen
Harrier reported at Wishmoor Bottom on 3rd was followed by a Merlin at Lower Farm GP
on 5th. October 11th recorded another Ruff at the New Workings, Moor Green Lakes, and
then on 13th a Rock Pipit was located at Queen Mother Reservoir. Most Berkshire Birders
were on the Isles of Scilly during October, so records tend to be sparser for this period. The next
notable record is on October 21st, when an observer at Main Pit, Theale, found three winter
plumage Black-necked Grebes. The following day, a female/first winter Black Redstart was
seen on the roofline of some new-build houses in Wokingham and a male Merlin flew close
to Streatley Farm. The UK Hawfinch invasion started in mid-October and Berkshire’s first
recorded birds were five flying south over Wokingham on October 24th. On 26th, our second
Yellow-browed Warbler of the year was found, close to the Berkshire/Oxfordshire border in
a Berkshire birder’s back garden - lucky individual. We are sure that the date will forever stay
in his memory. Moving to October 27th, six Hawfinches were seen at Wraysbury GPs, then
on 28th a count of 15 at Lavell’s Lake and 13 more flew over Wokingham. On October 29th,
there was a White Wagtail at Lea Farm Lake, and 30th, a Purple Sandpiper at Queen
Mother Reservoir. The last day of October gave us another Black-necked Grebe and a
Brent Goose at Queen Mother Reservoir. Lastly, two Hawfinches began the first of many
appearances at Padworth College.

NOVEMBER: At Dinton Pastures CP, there was a Bittern at White Swan Lake on 3rd,
which was seen on and off to the end of the year, a drake Pintail at Black Swan Lake on 6th
and at Padworth Lane on 12th. A female/immature Merlin was seen over Cold Harbour on
6th and a Bearded Tit was seen in a reedbed at Moor Green Lakes. The Hawfinch invasion
continued with records from across the county. From November 26th, a party of 16 Parrot
Crossbills at Wishmoor Bottom brought great excitement — the second record for Berkshire.

DECEMBER: The Parrot Crossbills and Hawfinches stayed through into the next year
and have Ken’s vote as joint Birds of the Year for 2017!
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The Berkshire Bird Index
Renton Righelato

The Berkshire Bird Index (BBI) is a measure of the change in abundance of commoner
species in the county, derived from the BTO’s annual Breeding Bird Survey (BBS). BBS
surveyors record all birds seen or heard along two 1km transects within randomly selected
1km squares during visits early and late in the breeding season. Visits are made in the early
morning and take approximately two hours. The data are collected by the BTO, which
publishes the regional and national trends. To take part in BTO surveys, contact the
Berkshire BTO Rep: Sean Murphy: seantmurphy8@gmail.com. The BTO have
provided us with the data for the analysis shown here. In Berkshire, at least 72 squares were
covered annually in the years since 2000, which is used here as the reference year for the
index.

The index is a snapshot for the year of the ratio of a year’s abundance to the reference year,
2000, except for Buzzard and Red Kite, for which it is 2010. The index is shown as the range
within the 85% confidence limits. However, year on year changes can be large; in addition to
actual changes in abundance, weather conditions during surveys, their timing and observer
changes etc can introduce fluctuations in apparent abundance, so statistically significant
index changes do not necessarily reflect long term trends, which may better be estimated by
combining several years of data. So, in addition to the index, the average trend in abundance
is shown, calculated as the slope of the least squares linear regression of the annual indices
from 2000 to 2017. Statistically significant results at p<0.05 are shown in bold.

More detail and graphs of the changes in relative abundance of 63 commoner species over
the years 1994 — 2019 are available at http://berksoc.org.uk/berkshire-bird-index/

In general, the Berkshire results reflect the national trends for those species that are
sufficiently abundant to calculate statistically valid changes. Species increasing significantly
in abundance nationally and in Berkshire over the period 2000 to 2017 include Red Kite,
Buzzard, Jackdaw, Blackcap, Chiffchaff, Goldfinch. Species in decline since 2000 both
nationally and in Berkshire include Lapwing, Cuckoo, Swift, Green Woodpecker, House
Martin, Skylark, Willow Warbler, Starling, Greenfinch, Chaffinch and Yellowhammer.

The national index for Greenfinch has fallen by 70% since 2007 and there has been a
similar sharp decline in the Berkshire index. Trichomonosis is thought to have been a major
factor in the decline. A similarly sharp decline has been observed both in Berkshire and
nationally with Chaffinch since 2012, to which trichomonosis may also have contributed.
The abundance of the finches and House Sparrow relative to the year 2000 is shown in the
graphs overleaf for the period 1994-2017.

Few species show local trends that differ markedly from the national (BTO Birdtrends).
However, whilst the indices for Pied Wagtail and Linnet have been more or less stable
nationally, those for Berkshire have fallen significantly over the last decade.

Acknowledgements

Thanks are due to Sarah Harris at the BTO for providing the Berkshire data index data
and all the Breeding Bird Survey volunteers. The BTO/JNCC/RSPB Breeding Bird Survey
is a partnership jointly funded by the BTO, RSPB and JNCC, with fieldwork conducted by
volunteers
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Species
Red-legged Partridge
Pheasant
Canada Goose
Mallard

Swift

Cuckoo

Stock Dove
Woodpigeon
Collared Dove
Moorhen
Lapwing

Red Kite !
Buzzard !

Great Spotted Woodpecker

Green Woodpecker
Kestrel

Jay

Magpie
Jackdaw

Rook

Carrion Crow
Coal Tit

Blue Tit

Great Tit
Skylark
Swallow
House Martin
Long-tailed Tit
Willow Warbler
Chiffchaff **
Blackcap
Whitethroat
Goldcrest
Wren

Nuthatch
Starling
Blackbird
Song Thrush
Mistle Thrush
Robin

House Sparrow
Dunnock

Pied Wagtail
Chaffinch
Bullfinch
Greenfinch
Linnet
Goldfinch
Yellowhammer

Black background - increasing trend; Grey - decreasing trend
1 Index reference year 2010

Trend
%lyear index change
-0.79
1.45
-1.08
-2.22*
-3.25*
=2.71%
14.00
-0.66
-3.47%
-1.65
-1.77*
14**
17**
0.23
-1.69*
-1.09
-2.20*
-0.51
7.8%
2.18
-2.38
0.21
-0.51
-1.25
-1.39*
0.66
-3.18*
-145
-1.73*
5.49
5.22*
2.63
0.09
0.60
1.58
-2.33%
-0.41
-0.55
-1.66
053
=313
-0.87
-3.97*
—4.11*
-1.16
-5.75%
-2.84*
12.124*
-2.02*
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Index 2017/2000
85% confidence limits
2.14-0.98
2.05-1.49
1.24-0.57
1.16-0.67
0.57-0.22
0.48-0.21
4.16-1.64
1,07-0.79
0.83-0.47
1,04-0.56
1.04-048
-04
—0.61
1.25-0.73
0.95-0.51
1.25-0.49
1.16-0.59
0.85-0.57
-16
4.39-1.64
1.71-1.12
2.7-1.31
1.17-0.88
0.87-0.63
1-0.71
1.42-0.76
0.71-0.39
0.88-0.49
0.76-0.48
-2.26
-1.44
2.52-1.39
1.37-0.71
1.21-0.93
1.26-0.66
0.98-0.58
1.02-0.82
1.35-0.88
1.58-0.89
1.24-0.98
1.19-0.66
1.3-0.91
1.08-0.55
0.44-0.32
1.11-0.55
0.49-0.28
0.6-0.31
-2.64
0.54-0.34

**trend significant at p< 0.01 and * < 0.05



Trends in Abundance of House Sparrow and Some Finches in Berkshire 1994-2017

House Sparrow Bulifinch

0 0
1994 2000 2007 2014 2020 1994 2000 2007 2014 2020

Chaffinch Goldfinch

0
1994 2000 2007 2014 2020 1994 2000 2007 2014 2020

Greenfinch Linnet

1.5

0.5

0 0
1994 2000 2007 2014 2020 1994 2000 2007 2014 2020
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Weather Summary 2017
Renton Righelato

This weather summary is based on the Met Office weather reports for Heathrow. Grey lines
show one standard deviation either side of the average for 2000-2016.

The year started with a colder than average January and more freezing weather than has
become normal. Through the rest of the year, temperatures were unexceptional except for
a very warm period in mid June. Rainfall was somewhat lower than normal in the spring,
but otherwise followed a fairly typical pattern, with a total rainfall of 580 mm close to the
average (620 mm).

Temperature °C 30.07

Red circles: average of daily
maxima. 22.5
Blue circles: average of daily
minima.
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Report for 2017 by the Berkshire Records Committee
(BRO)

Committee members for 2017: Richard Burness (Chairman), Andy Horscroft (Secretary),
Adam Bassett, Adrian Hickman, Ken Moore, Hugh Netley and Marek Walford.

The BRC examines all records that involve rare species (see accompanying lists), unusual
dates and unusually large counts that are accompanied by descriptive notes. Unfortunately,
a substantial number of records have to be omitted from the Systematic List due to a lack
of supportive notes. On the occasion when a bird has been seen by a reasonable number of
observers, the BRC may accept the record without further details. However, the record then
may run the risk of being attributed to the wrong observers, or it may be attributed to many
observers (MO).

Species for which notes/descriptions are required, fall into three categories:

Category 1. Nationally rare species for which records first have to be accepted by the
British Birds Rarities Committee (BBRC), and any record of a species new to Berkshire.
Photographs/sketches would help to support full notes etc; observers should submit their
records to the BBRC through the County Recorder;

Category 2. Berkshire rare species for which a full description is required (this includes all
former BBRC rarities);

Category 3. Berkshire scarce species (or commoner species seen at an unusual time of year
or in exceptional circumstances) for which short supporting notes are required.

Review Species for 2017

Category 2 species

Taiga Bean Goose, Pink-footed Goose, Tundra Bean Goose, American Wigeon, Green-
winged Teal, Ferruginous Duck, Ring-necked Duck, Lesser Scaup, Velvet Scoter, Alpine
Swift, Corncrake, Spotted Crake, Crane, Kentish Plover, Dotterel, Purple Sandpiper,
Pectoral Sandpiper, Red-necked Phalarope, Grey Phalarope, Sabine’s Gull, Ring-billed
Gull, Glaucous Gull, Iceland Gull, Caspian Gull, Roseate Tern, White-winged Black
Tern, Great Skua, Pomarine Skua, Arctic Skua, Long-tailed Skua, Little Auk, Common
Guillemot, Razorbill, Puffin, Storm Petrel, Fulmar, Manx Shearwater, White Stork, Glossy
Ibis, Spoonbill, Night-heron, Cattle Egret, Purple Heron, Honey-buzzard, Golden Eagle,
Goshawk, Black Kite, White-tailed Eagle, Rough-legged Buzzard, Red-footed Falcon,
Woodchat Shrike, Golden Oriole, Hooded Crow, Penduline Tit, Bearded Tit, Shore
Lark, Short-toed Lark, Red-rumped Swallow, Yellow-browed Warbler, Pallas’s Warbler,
Aquatic Warbler, Marsh Warbler, Melodious Warbler, Icterine Warbler, Rose-coloured
Starling, Bluethroat, Dipper, Richard’s Pipit, Tawny Pipit, Olive-backed Pipit, Red-
throated Pipit, Common Rosefinch, Twite, Common Redpoll, Parrot Crossbill, Serin,
Lapland Bunting, Ortolan Bunting, Cirl Bunting, Little Bunting. All rare subspecies (e.g.
Scandinavian Rock Pipit, Yellow Wagtail races and Siberian Chiffchaff) and all former
national BBRC Rarity species.

Category 3 species

Brent Goose, Barnacle Goose, White-fronted Goose, Bewick’s Swan, Whooper Swan,
Garganey, Scaup, Eider, Common Scoter, Long-tailed Duck, Red-breasted Merganser,
Quail, Turtle Dove, Red-necked Grebe, Slavonian Grebe, Black-necked Grebe, Avocet,
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Grey Plover, Whimbrel, Bar-tailed Godwit, Black-tailed Godwit, Knot, Curlew Sandpiper,
Temminck’s Stint, Sanderling, Little Stint, Wood Sandpiper, Spotted Redshank, Kittiwake,
Little Gull, Mediterranean Gull, Yellow-legged Gull, Sandwich Tern, Little Tern, Arctic Tern,
Red-throated Diver, Black-throated Diver, Great Northern Diver, Leach’s Petrel, Gannet,
Shag, Bittern, Great White Egret, Osprey, Marsh Harrier, Hen Harrier, Montagu’s Harrier,
Long-eared Owl, Hoopoe, Wryneck, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, Merlin, Red-backed
Shrike, Great Grey Shrike, Waxwing, Willow Tit, Woodlark (away from usual habitat),
Wood Warbler, Ring Ouzel, Pied Flycatcher, Black Redstart, Tree Sparrow, White Wagtail
(rump colour and full description required, esp. autumn records), Water Pipit, Rock Pipit,
Hawfinch, Snow Bunting.

The Review of 2017 Records

The BRC reviewed 446 records. 371 (83%) were accepted. 11 (3%) were considered ‘not
proven’. No documentation was received for 64 (14%) records.

Records considered ‘not proven’ by British Birds Rarities
Committee

Iberian Chiffchaff, Windsor, male, March 30th.

Records considered ‘not proven’ by BRC

The following records were not accepted after circulation to the Committee. In the vast
majority of cases, the record was not accepted because, in the Committee’s view, the
identification was not fully established. Only in a very few cases were records not accepted
because, in the Committee’s view, a mistake had been made.

Little Stint, Moor Green Lakes, August 21st.

Caspian Gull, Lower Farm GP, first winter, October 9th.

Great White Egret, Lea Farm GP, May 13th.

Great White Egret, Tyle Mill, December 30th.

Glossy Ibis, Avington, November 24th.

Honey-buzzard, Dinton Pastures CP, September 23rd.

Black Kite, Shurlock Row, November 20th.

Merlin, Sandford Farm, May 24th.

Wood Warbler, Moor Green Lakes, September 3rd.

Black Redstart, Moor Green Lakes, December 18th.

Twite, Englefield, two male and one female, September 22nd.

Records not supported by any documentation

The following records were either not officially submitted or have been submitted without
any supporting documentation. If any observers have any information about any of the
records, please send it to records@berksoc.org.uk.

Quail, Berkshire Downs, June 25th.

Brent Goose, Thatcham Station, six, January 9th.
Garganey, Thatcham Marsh, two, March 29th.
Scaup, Lower Farm GP, April 18th.
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Common Scoter, Lower Farm GP, six, June 27th.

Red-breasted Merganser, Lower Farm Trout Lake, Newbury, December 12th.

Black-tailed Godwit, Crookham Common, July 23rd.
Black-tailed Godwit, Moor Green Lakes, July 27th.

Little Gull, Theale GPs, March 28th.

Mediterranean Gull, Moor Green Lakes, two, April 22nd.
Mediterranean Gull, Lea Farm GP, two, June 26th.
Caspian Gull, Theale GPs, third winter, January 24th.
Caspian Gull, Lower Farm GP, two third winter, February 16th.
Caspian Gull, Lower Farm GP, third winter, March 9th.
Yellow-legged Gull, Dinton Pastures CP, two, April 15th.
Yellow-legged Gull, Lower Earley, May 23rd.

Sandwich Tern, Dorney Wetlands, April 11th.

Arctic Tern, Dinton Pastures CP, May 3rd.

Arctic Tern, Wraysbury, May 6th.

Bittern, Twyford, February 6th.

Great White Egret, Lower Farm GP, September 30th.
Great White Egret, Lower Farm GP, October 15th.

Great White Egret, Southcote, two, October 31st.

Great White Egret, Dinton Pastures CP, October 31st.
Great White Egret, Burghfield GPs, November 18th.
Great White Egret, Jealott’s Hill, December 5th.

Osprey, Burghfield GPs, April 8th.

Osprey, Kintbury, April 9th.

Osprey, Moor Green Lakes, May 8th.

Marsh Harrier, Southcote, April 19th.

Marsh Harrier, Lea Farm GP, September 26th.

Hen Harrier, Silwood Park, April 8th-10th.

Hen Harrier, Wishmoor Bottom, October 3rd.

Wryneck, Fobney Meadow, Reading, April 30th.

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, Sonning, February 22nd.
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, Wishmoor Bottom, February 26th.
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, Fobney Meadow, Reading, April 7th.
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, Remenham, April 23rd-28th.

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, Southcote Meadows, November 28th.

Merlin, Lilley, January 28th.

Merlin, Cow Down, West Ilsley, February 6th.

Merlin, Lambourn, February 9th.

Merlin, Lower Farm GP, March 2nd.

Merlin, Combe, April 8th.

Merlin, Winnersh, November 2nd.

Merlin, Bury Down, December 7th.

Golden Oriole, Woolhampton GPs, adult male, May 4th.
Waxwing, Twyford, three, January 5th-19th.
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Waxwing, Wokingham, 12, February 27th.

Waxwing, Marsh Meadow, Cookham, 20, March 31st.
Willow Tit, Englefield, December 24th.
Yellow-browed Warbler, Slough, two, October 18th.
Ring Ouzel, Cow Down, West Ilsley, September 22nd.
White Wagtail, Moor Green Lakes, March 12th.
White Wagtail, Moor Green Lakes, April 17th.

White Wagtail, Moor Green Lakes, May 7th.

White Wagtail, Lower Farm GP, August 29th.

‘White Wagtail, Lower Farm GP, October 1st.

Water Pipit, Fobney Meadow, Reading, March 11th.
Water Pipit, Queen Mother Reservoir, March 16th.
Rock Pipit, Lower Farm GP, September 27th.
Ortolan Bunting, Lower Farm GP, September 9th.

Introduction to the 2017 Systematic List
Marek Walford, County Recorder

Our thanks go to the hundreds of observers who submit records every year. Although we
have not got to the position we would like to be in, whereby we can publish a report in the
following year, it is important that we receive your records in a timely manner, preferably
by the end of January. Records have to be imported into the database, de-duplicated, and
validated before we can provide them to other organisations, and this takes time. Moor
Green Lakes Group and Newbury District Ornithological Club would like records early in
the year so they can start writing their reports. British Birds and The Rare Breeding Birds
Panel need records by November for them to be included in the Scarce Birds report and the
Rare Breeding Birds Panel report. If you submit your records via berksbirds.co.uk or Bird
Track, you do not need to submit them again, so maybe consider doing so throughout the
year to save you a big job in January.

Compiling the systematic list is a huge task, involving a large team of volunteers. Our thanks
go to the species writers: Val Brown, Richard Gilham, Peter Gipson, Robert Godden, Brian
Hackett, Anne Harrison, John Hobson, Andy Horscroft, Katie Jenks, Cathy McEwan, Ken
Moore, Steve Ricks, Renton Righelato, Roger Stansfield and Andy Tomczynski. We must
also thank Robert Godden, Andy Horscroft, Ken Moore, Renton Righelato and Andy
Tomczynski for editing the draft.

Thanks go to Robert Godden, whose Excel macros make the task of generating the tables
and charts considerably easier.
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Species Account Writers for 2017

Red-legged Partridge to Pheasant
Red-throated Diver to Little Egret

Little Grebe to Black-necked Grebe Andy Horsoroft
Kingfisher to Green Woodpecker

Kittiwake to Arctic Skua Andy Tomczynski
Chaffinch to Reed Bunting Anne Harrison
Firecrest to Mistle Thrush Brian Hackett
Wood Warbler to Dartford Warbler Cathy McEwan

Nightjar to Coot
Stone-curlew to Greenshank

Kestrel to Peregrine

John Hobson

Ring-necked Parakeet to Raven Katie Jenks
Meadow Pt 0 ook P Peer Gpson
Spotted Flycatcher to Wheatear Renton Righelato
House Sparrow to Pied Wagtalil Richard Gilham
Egyptian Goose to Red-breasted Merganser Robert Godden
Waxwing to Bearded Tit Roger Stansfield
Osprey to Buzzard Steve Ricks
Brent Goose to Mute Swan Val Brown
Escapes Ken Moore
Hybrids Marek Walford

Place Names

Difficulties arise where there are several names for the same sites, including where, for
example, a gravel pit complex is named but not the individual pit. A map of the main
sites is included on page 138 to assist with identification. Further details can be found at
www.berksbirds.co.uk/pits.asp.

Monthly Maximum Tables in Species Accounts —
Understanding their Limitations

For many years, the species accounts for some species in the annual reports have been
accompanied by tables of monthly maximum counts at certain sites. This has typically been
done for ducks and waders. Producing these tables manually was a very time-consuming
process on account of the large quantity of data (there could be 700+ records for one
species) and various characteristics or problems with the data, as will be covered later. I have
been writing the species accounts for ducks in recent years and realised the possibility for
automating some of the process of creating these tables. Subsequently the process has been
applied more widely and 65 species have been treated in this annual report.

The information used by species account writers (SAWSs) is a dataset of bird records,
provided in the form of a large number of records in an Excel spreadsheet. Each record
comprises details of the form:

<Species> <Count> <Date From> <Date To> <Location> <Observer> <Notes>

The records originate from various sources, such as berksbirds.co.uk, BirdTrack and
personal format spreadsheets, and these differences can have an effect on the record.

A program (MM) was written using Excel to take the records one species at a time and create
a formatted table of monthly maximum counts using the salient details for each record,
though not using the <Observer> and <Notes> fields. An example of the resulting table is
shown below.

EXAMPLE — Monthly Maximum Counts for Golden Plover
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct

Englefield 528 44 - - - - - - 1 24
Greenham Common - 9% N 22 - - - - - 101
Lower Farm GP 60 64 70 - - - - - - 40
Remenham Hill 20 - - - - - - - - 9
Woodlands Park Fields 3 60 - - - - - - - -
Elsewhere
Number of sites 2 1 - - - - - 0 7
Number of birds 53 1 - - - - - 0 237
=

Total of peak counts of Golden
Plover at these eight additional sites

(not necessarily on the same date).

Number of sites apart from the five
above where Golden Plover where
recorded in January.

Peak December count of Golden
Plover at Greenham Common.

Places/Localities

cp Country Park

GC Golf course

GP(s) Gravel Pit(s)

R. River

SF Sewage Farm

STW Sewage Treatment Works
SPA Specially Protected Area
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The first obstacle to overcome was to deal with the multiple representations of the same
location, for example Moor Green Lakes vs Eversley GPs or Twyford vs Twyford GP. So,
a semi-automatic process was incorporated in which the MM operator guides the program
by saying, for example, that records for Twyford and for Twyford GP should be regarded
as referring to the same location for this species — a computer cannot make that judgment
without some help! A record of Gadwall in Twyford probably refers to the gravel pits rather
than the High Street, but what about a record of House Martins — they could equally be
in the town. The operator also identifies those sites to be specifically included in the tables
rather than lumped with other lesser sites under ‘elsewhere’. The human involvement with
this stage of the process is a potential source of error especially when dealing with less well-
known sites, but even if the monthly maximum tables were to be generated entirely manually,
the same judgments need to be made.
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There are other issues around locations. The records do not distinguish between, say, a count
of Stonechats at a point within Swinley Forest and an assessment of the population size
across the entire forest. This is a limitation of the basic data rather than the analysis carried
out on it, but it introduces an extra stage of processing that optionally can be performed
to help. There are a number of sites that comprise several smaller sites, typically gravel
pit complexes, so for example Theale GPs is declared a master site comprising child sites
Hosehill Lake, Theale Main Pit etc. Where there are counts of a species at several child sites
on the same day, a synthesised record is created for the master site with the total count, and
this can be added to the dataset to be processed by the MM program. This pre-processing
stage is particularly applicable to the WeBS Count records where accurate counts at the
various water bodies at a master site are made on the same day. However if applied more
generally, it is recommended that the resulting synthesised records are checked; thus records
of Ferruginous Duck or Cuckoo from multiple lakes at Dinton Pastures probably relate to
the same mobile individual, so a synthesised record in these cases shouldn’t be used further.

It has already been stated that no use is made of the <Notes> field in a record. Sometimes
this field conceals a wealth of information. For example, many waders pass through Queen
Mother Reservoir on spring passage and their stays are generally brief. The <Notes> field
may give details of the time when a wader arrives and departs, and by examining these details
carefully, a SAW can create an accurate picture of the number of waders actually involved,
often quite different to that obtained by a glance at the <Count> column in the spreadsheet.
A Sanderling reported there in the morning may or may not be still present when two are
counted in the afternoon, and two seen the next day may or may not be new birds, but
sometimes the quality of the detail in the <Notes> field provides discernment. Obviously, it
is not possible for the MM program to make sense of the information in the <Notes> field
and consequently it is not used at all — it simply gives the maximum instantaneous count of
the species at each location within a monthly time period. For that reason, the figures should
be regarded as the minimum number of birds occurring at the site within the monthly period.

With that proviso, we can identify the kinds of species that benefit most from such analysis.
Birds that occur in good numbers, that are fairly restricted in their choice of sites frequented
and that are well reported result in the most reliable and useful tables, i.e. wildfowl, some
waders and gulls. On the other hand, common widespread birds are likely to be under
reported and while the MM gives an accurate analysis of the data, the data gives a misleading
picture of the species’ status. For passage birds that occur in small numbers, the tables may
give an incorrect picture of actual numbers involved owing to the movements of individuals.
It is also less effective for common small passerines that are widely distributed across sites
because, unless a careful survey is conducted and the sub-counts amalgamated, the species
tend to be under-reported.

A few extensions to the original monthly maximum tables have been incorporated. The
shape of Berkshire is convenient since by looking at the easting component of a site’s grid
reference, a site can be characterised as lying in east, mid or west Berkshire. Also, known sites
have been characterised based on their topography, i.e. river valley, heathland etc. Alternative
graphics related to region or topography are created by the MM program, as well as weekly
analyses which can be more revealing than monthly versions for some passage migrants.

When submitting bird records, it is appreciated if an existing name for a site is used (if such
exists in a drop-down list) rather than a new or misspelt version.

Finally, if anyone is interested, here are some technical details. If it were not for the problems
with multiple names for the same sites, Excel control arrays would have efficiently provided
much of the functionality to implement the program. As it is, a considerable quantity of VBA
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code has been written (as that is my area of familiarity) to provide the database operations
and operator interaction, though proper database software would have been a better option.
In any case, MM offers a considerable time saving over the completely manual method of
generating the tables, taking for instance five to ten minutes to process a dataset of 700
records, most of the time requiring operator interaction.

Robert Godden

Photographs for Future Reports

The Annual Bird Report is enhanced by the inclusion of photographs of birds contributed by
birdwatchers. The editors would welcome digital photographs taken in the county for future
annual reports. Published photos will be acknowledged and credited to the photographer.

We will seek to publish photos of rare and scarce birds recorded during the year, and
hopefully of a good quality. However, good quality photos of common species are also
welcome so that the diversity of birds recorded across the county are represented in the
report. Photos do not necessarily have to be of single birds. Flocks of birds or birds set in the
landscape will also be considered for inclusion.

If you wish to submit your photographs, please send them to the Photographic Editor: andy.
tomczynski@btinternet.com. In the first instance, please submit medium quality images
for consideration, with the following details: photographer’s name, species name, date when
the photograph was taken and location.

Andy Tomczynski

'

Waxwing, acknell, Feb 5th, Marek Walford.
One of five birds at this location seen during the course of 23 days.
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2017 SYSTEMATIC LIST
Edited by Robert Godden, Renton Righelato, Marek Walford and Andy Tomczynski

RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE Alectoris rufa

Locally common introduced resident with numbers inflated in autumn at certain sites for shooting

Records were received from 49 locations throughout the county. As always, it appears the
highest counts for this introduced game bird were from areas where birds are put down by
gamekeepers for shooting. The highest of these were as follows: 33 at Arborfield on Jan 2nd;
25 birds were at Cow Down on Feb 12th; 24 were reported at Englefield on Sep 26th; 36 at
Arborfield on Oct 1st; 40 at Combe on Oct 1st; and, on the same day, an impressive 80 birds
in seven coveys were along the Ridgeway between Aldworth and Compton. Breeding in the
wild was recorded from several sites, e.g. at Englefield young were observed on several dates
and an adult was seen with four half-grown young at RAF Welford on Jul 30th. Records from
unusual locations were also received, including a bird perched on a garden fence in Whitley
Wood, Reading, for ten minutes on Mar 9th. Overall, it appears the species continues to
do well in the county, helped along by the frequent introductions. This is confirmed by the
Berkshire Bird Index which shows the local population remaining stable since 2000.

GREY PARTRIDGE Perdix perdix
Localised and declining resident (Red Listed)

Records for this nationally declining species were received from 20 locations in the county.
Most were reported in the middle and western areas, although there were a couple in the
east. As has been apparent in recent years, Englefield is the mainstay in the county. Surveys
by Richard Crawford at the site produced the following high counts: 57 birds on Jan 27th,
most of which appeared to be paired up, even at this early date; 58 birds on Jul 23rd included
some young; and 61 in seven coveys on Oct 6th was an impressive number. Other good
counts away from Englefield were: ten at Streatley on Jan 14th; 16 plus at Windsor Great
Park on Oct 22nd; and 20 at this site on Oct 23rd. Encouragingly, breeding was reported
from a couple of sites. Young birds were seen at Englefield on several dates, and six nearly
fully-grown young were observed at Woodlands Park, Maidenhead, on Oct 12th. The species
continues to flourish in our county, aided by an unknown number of introduced birds.

QUAIL COMMON QUAIL Coturnix coturnix

Uncommon summer visitor in varying numbers, most common on the downs (Schedule One and
Amber Listed)

Calling males of this delightful little species were reported from only four sites in 2017. Two
or possibly three birds were calling at Sheep Down, West Ilsley, on Jul 14th, with singles
recorded at this site on several dates in June and July (ABT, RRi). One or two calling males
were near Fognam Farm, Lambourn, on Jun 26th and 29th (DJB, CDRH), and a male was
calling at Wellbottom Down, Lambourn, on various dates in June (JCMo, ABT, DJB). Once
again, a poor year considering the ideal habitat our county offers. Hopefully a good year for
this species will occur soon.
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PHEASANT COMMON PHEASANT Phasianus colchicus

Widespread and locally abundant introduced resident in rural areas, large numbers are released
annually for shooting

The Berkshire Bird Index shows that the local Pheasant population has remained relatively
stable since 2000. Although Pheasant rearing for game shoots is widely practised across the
county, few large counts were recorded in 2017; this is undoubtedly a species very under-
reported by birdwatchers. However, a couple of high counts were reported: 80 birds at
Combe Church on Feb 14th; and 80 nearby at Walbury Hill on Nov 9th. Both counts would
have been from birds put down by local gamekeepers for shooting. An interesting report was
of a single bird seeing off seven birders, apparently pecking at their boots and chasing them
away, at East Fen, Moor Green Lakes.

BRENT GOOSE BRANT GOOSE Branta bernicla

Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor (Amber Listed)

A maximum of five birds in 34 sightings
were reported this year. The first was a - —
dark-bellied first winter bird at Lea Farm
Lake, Hurst, on Jan 1st (EN, APT, MFW).
Further sightings of the same bird in the
Dinton Pastures and Hurst area were
reported at regular intervals until Mar 28th.
An adult dark-bellied bird was seen at
Queen Mother Reservoir on Mar 28th
(DJB). In the autumn, a single dark-bellied

adult was seen at Horton Brook Quarry
on Oct 31st (CDRH), and on the same
day a dark-bellied first winter juvenile was
reported from Queen Mother Reservoir
(D]JB, PNe). The last sighting of the year
(unidentified race and status) was at Lea

e .- TR el
Brent Goose, Lea Farm Lake, Jan 1st, Andy
Tomczynski.

One of five individuals reported in the year.
This first winter bird, a long stayer in the area,
was last reported on Mar 28th.

Farm Lake on Nov 13th (RD).

CANADA GOOSE Branta canadensis

Common and widespread introduced resident

Having increased dramatically during the 1980s and 90s, the Canada Goose population
has remained relatively stable since 2000 (Berkshire Bird Index), reflecting the national
population trend for this species (BTO Birdtrends). The table shows the maximum monthly
counts for the main locations from which sightings were reported. Canada Geese are widely
distributed across the county’s wetlands, as shown in the bar chart. Notable single counts
from areas not in the table included: 347 at Mapledurham Lock on Jan 17th; 389 on the R.
Thames at Aston on Jan 23rd; and 911 feeding in stubble fields at Englefield on Sep Ist.
Breeding information remains under-reported; this can be difficult to assess due to predation
of nests and young, and the habit of goslings of clustering in creches. The reports received
showed 138 goslings from approximately 42 pairs, though the breeding season abundance
estimate for the county based on Atlas surveys was 1,900 adult birds (The Birds of Berkshire,
2013).
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Monthly Maximum Counts for Canada Goose
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Bray GPs 6 - - - 30 - - - - - - -
Burghfield GPs 26 57 36 - - - - - 74 40 60 27
Dinton Pastures CP 50 24 - 5 - 600 - - - 90 16 34
Great Meadow Pond 120 122 87 54 67 8 40 94 134 275 300 -
Horton GPs 13 10 - 2 - - - - - 5 - -
Lea Farm Lake 116 52 30 - - - - - - - 4 91
Lower Farm GP 173 275 84 10 64 3 20 300 258 250 137 350
Moatlands GPs - - - - 9 - - - 5 5 5 -
Moor Green Lakes 210 40 47 45 18 74 147 160 160 49 200 135
Padworth Lane GP 21 - 18 12 14 1 9 - - - 2 15
Queen Mother Reservoir - - 6 - - - 63 818 40 32 66 -
Thatcham Marsh % 65 22 34 68 71 7% 3 57 164 20 44
Theale GPs 10 3% 65 73 20 58 47 8 95 38 26 15
Windsor Promenade 2 - 58 - - 50 - - - - - -
Woolhampton GPs - - 13 6 12 12 37 11 - 5 12 20
Wraysbury GPs 19 12 - 25 - - - - - 3 1 -
Elsewhere
Number of sites 11 13 15 17 23 8 5 9 9 9 15 11
Number of birds 1335 571 383 281 472 230 321 1090 1819 619 1134 854

Canada Goose: Monthly Totals by Region
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BARNACLE GOOSE Branta leucopsis

Localised feral resident, extremely rare wild vagrant (wild population Amber Listed)

As in previous years, the resident feral population remained at Moor Green Lakes. Generally,
the flock consisted of 22 individuals, although a record of only three birds there on Mar 4th,
which then flew east, suggested the rest of the flock had temporarily left the area. They had
returned by Apr 3rd, and numbers remained more or less the same until December, during
which the flock increased to 30 birds on Dec 24th. Elsewhere, sightings of no more than three
birds at a time were reported from: Aston (Jan and Oct); Charvil (Jan-Apr); Wargrave (Mar-
Apr); Pingewood (Apr); Great Meadow Pond, Windsor (Jun); Bray (Aug); Queen Mother
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Reservoir (Aug); Twyford (Aug-Sep); Datchet area (Aug and Nov-Dec); and Borough Marsh
(Sep and Dec).

GREYLAG GOOSE Auser anser
Common and widespread introduced resident (northern wild populations are Amber Listed)

A familiar sight throughout the year on rivers, wetlands and lowland fields throughout the
county. Once again, the highest number, 481 adults and juveniles, was recorded on Windsor’s
Great Meadow Pond, on Jun 11th. Of interest was a count of 330 in Englefield stubble fields
on Sep 1st. Breeding was noted at 11 sites, with an approximate total of 64 pairs and 266
goslings. Of these, at least 40 breeding pairs and 200 goslings were at Great Meadow Pond.

Monthly Maximum Counts for Greylag Goose
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Bray GPs - - 2 - - - - - - -
Burghfield GPs 134 19 5 - - - - - 2 30 4 4
Dinton Pastures CP - 2 10 7 - 4 - - - 56 60 2
Great Meadow Pond 445 338 228 212 315 481 461 315 411 200 99 297
Horton GPs - 1 - - - - - - - - - -
Lower Farm GP 5 13 7 13 7 3 21 17 17 3 37 22
Moatlands GPs 60 - - 16 - - - - - - - -
Moor Green Lakes 59 1 6 2 8 6 6 49 70 51 - -
Padworth Lane GP 110 130 53 12 7 47 72 - 212 - 110 118
Pingewood GPs - - 10 22 - - 68 - - - - -
Queen Mother Reservoir 20 - - 5 6 - 47 190 35 145 - -
Thatcham Marsh - 4 2 6 2 2 1 - 3 2 - 3
Theale GPs 4 - 16 24 42 30 9 1 13 236 - n
Woolhampton GPs 2 1 8 1 13 3 7 4 90 120 40 17
Wraysbury GPs 2 - - 10 - - - - - 1 - 1
Elsewhere
Number of sites 6 6 10 18 8 5 7 7 9 9 4 5
Number of birds 438 274 264 173 119 158 853 540 972 634 94 413

Greylag Goose: Monthly Totals by Region
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Pink-footed Goose, Padworth Lane GE Mar 30th, Andy Tomczynski.
Present for two days only.

PINK-FOOTED GOOSE Auser brachyrhynchus

Scarce winter visitor

A single individual was seen at Padworth Lane GP on Mar 29th and 30th (KEM ez al.),
associating with Greylag and Canada geese. This is the first report of this species since a
single that frequented the Sulhampstead area in early 2013.

WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE Aunser albifrons
GREATERWHITE-FRONTED GOOSE

Uncommon but regular winter visitor, scarce passage migrant

One bird made a fleeting visit to Colebrook Lake, Moor Green Lakes, on the morning of
May 7th (DFI). Again, this was the first report of this species since early 2013 when several
were found in the east of the county.

MUTE SWAN Cygnus olor
Locally common resident (Green Listed)

One of our most familiar birds, Mute Swans can be found wherever there is open water in
rural and urban areas across the county, including on temporary lakes created by flooding.
Reports of Mute Swan are summarised in the table and chart. As in previous years, the
highest count of 191 birds was made on the Windsor Promenade, on Mar 28th. Groups
of good size, not listed in the table, included 130 individuals recorded on the R. Kennet in
Reading on Feb 19th; and up to 53 birds at Twyford GPs between Nov 29th and Dec 28th.
Breeding was reported from 27 sites with 106 cygnets hatched, although predation of eggs
and young was reported by several recorders; at Lower Farm GP on Jun 23rd a Cormorant
took a cygnet by the neck, dragged it off the land and drowned it before leaving it floating
on the water.

Monthly Maximum Counts for Mute Swan

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Bray GPs - - - 4 2 14 - - - - 13 -
Burghfield GPs 11 6 8 - - - - - 18 34 21 1
Dinton Pastures CP 10 12 9 2 2 3 - - - 2 23 13
Great Meadow Pond 6 8 5 4 7 7 7 7 9 9 9
Horton GPs 3 5 - 6 - - - - 6 9 2
Lea Farm Lake 2 - - - - - 2 - -
Lower Farm GP 7 4 7 6 15 8 4 24 4 2
Moatlands GPs - - - - - - - 5 3 8 10
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Moor Green Lakes 9 7 7 7 6 5 6 8 5 1 12 13
Padworth Lane GP 4 - 6 8 12 13 6 - - - 12 15
Queen Mother Reservoir - 8 2 15 6 9 17 19 19 1 4 1
Thatcham Marsh 6 3 3 9 7 7 2 6 7 4 4 5
Theale GPs 2 2 2 3 6 6 8 9 N g8 1
Windsor Promenade 20 - 191 78 50 50 - - - - -
Woolhampton GPs 3 - 4 2 7 - - 6 8 6 1 5
Wraysbury GPs 12 6 - 60 72 86 - - - 7 M 13
Elsewhere
Number of sites 15 1 13 21 18 13 4 7 6 11 16 13
Number of birds 117 250 47 55 94 63 29 45 115 205 122 149
Mute Swan: Monthly Totals by Region
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EGYPTIAN GOOSE Ailopochen aegypriaca

Common introduced resident in mid and east Berks, more local in the west

Monthly maximum counts are given in the table. Egyptian Geese are now widely distributed
across the county with reports from 25 sites in east Berkshire, 23 sites in mid Berkshire and
11 sites in west Berkshire. Successful breeding occurred at 24 sites resulting in 34 broods,
three of which comprised a maximum brood size of ten goslings. A female Egyptian Goose,
which was ringed as an adult at Burghfield in June 2007, was observed in Mapledurham,
Oxfordshire, on Jun 2nd, almost 10 years later, making it one of the oldest reported in 2017.

Monthly Maximum Counts for Egyptian Goose

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Bray GPs 2 - 2 - 3 49 & 9 27 9 5 -
Burghfield GPs 5 3 - - - - - - 1 