THE SYSTEMATIC LIST FOR 2008
D ¥ Barker

During 2008, 207 native or self-sustaining feral species were recorded and a further 12 feral
(population not self-sustaining) or escaped species were also reported. The table shows the

total number of species recorded per month

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
126 127 136 158 156 136 137 152 152 129 132 127

Of the native and self-sustaining species, 84 were primarily resident, 33 were summer
visitors, 29 winter visitors, 35 passage migrants and 26 scarce or rare visitors of which
5 can be classed as vagrants (no more than 10 records since 1974). Exactly 100 species
were confirmed as breeding within the county, however a further 16 species probably bred,
additionally Black Swans again bred in the county. There were no additions to the county
list.

Abbreviations and place names
Abbreviations used in the systematic lists are shown below. For place names difficulties arise
where there are several names for the same sites including where, for example, a gravel pit
complex is named but not the individual pit . A map and guide to the main sites is included
towards the end of the report to assist with identification and further detail can be found at
www.berksbirds.co.uk/pits.asp.

AGE/SEX PLACES/LOCALITIES

Ad adult Com Common

fls First summer cpP Country Park

flw First winter (plumage) Fm Farm

imm Immature GC Golf course

juv Juvenile GP Gravel Pit(s)

slp Summer plumage K&A Kennet and Avon

sls Second summer Res Reservoir

siw Second winter R. River

wip Winter plumage SF Sewage Farm

w Winter STW Sewage Treatment Works
3/s Third summer DorneyW  Dorney Wetlands

3iw Third winter QMR Queen Mother Reservoir
4ls Fourth summer
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MUTE SWAN  Cygnus olor

Locally common introduced resident

The monthly maxima at sites where counts were regular are as follows:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Burghfield GPs 81 19 24 - - - - 44 102 86 122 136
Dinton Pastures 39 40 21 - 8 6 - - - 14 20 16
Eversley GPs 20 25 13 - 8 - - - 27 3 37 38
Windsor Great Park 19 14 12 6 15 20 15* 16 17 20 25 26
Lower Farm GP 5 2 7 10 7 6 1 12 9 5 6 7
Newbury Wharf 62 55 60 47 54 - 55 46 47 57 52 57
Remenham 29 30 13 - - - - - - M 31 53
Summerleaze GPs 26 51 43 - - - - - - 49 - 12
Theale GPs 47 22 20 - 29 - - - 56 - 36 47

Windsor Esplanade 225 247 256 262 248 241 290 268 193 229 207 164
*includes young birds

The high count of 290 at Windsor Esplanade occurred on Jul 17 (DF). Away from the
above locations, counts of 50+ were noted at Sonning with 57 in Apr and 54 at Bisham in
Nov. Breeding: was confirmed at 25 sites involving 28 pairs, the largest brood being 10 at
Burghfield GPs on Jul 19 (JA). The vulnerability of wildlife breeding within urban areas was
clearly shown when a cob of a breeding pair at Whiteknights Lake Reading was killed by a
dog. Later, the pen and 1 of the 3 cygnets also disappeared, leaving the remaining 2 to be
taken into care by Swan Lifeline (PG).

BEWICK’S SWAN  Cygnus columbianus

Now a scarce and declining passage migrant and winter visitor (Amber listed)

A party of 4 adults flew over twice, quite low and calling, at Lower Fm GP on Dec 30 (PD).
This follows another sighting of a flock of four in Jan 2007.

WHOOPER SWAN  Cygnus cygnus

Scarce winter visitor (Amber listed)

There were 2 reports at either end of the county, both on the very early date of Oct 3. One
was seen flying high to the SE over Windsor Marina (CRe) whilst 4 were seen flying toward
Woolhampton GPs from the south (GEW) and were then observed on the Rowney Predator
Lake for 15 minutes before they continued their journey north (GF). Due to the recent
disappearance of the local feral population (last seen in E.Berks in 2002), one may assume
that both records refer to the early passage of wild birds.

WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE  Auser albifrons

Uncommon passage migrant and occasional winter visitor

The only records involved a party of 4 (3ad 1juv) of the Eurasian albifrons race that visited
flood meadows near Aston late on Nov 4 (CDRH) that had departed by the following
morning. Single individuals at Lower Fm GP on Nov 23 (RF) and Padworth Lane GP on
Dec 27 (KEM) probably involved the long-term escapee.
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GREYLAG GOOSE  Anser anser

Common and widespread introduced resident

This species continues to increase being noted from 50 locations, 12 in W Berks, 20 in M
Berks and 18 in E Berks. In several areas local populations have grown to such an extent that
numbers are beginning to rival those of Canada Goose. The monthly maxima at the main
localities are shown in the table:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Borough Marsh 129 - 2 - 58 - - - 40 - 63 -
Eversley GPs 24 24 24 4 12 10 19 43 45 3 39 21
Windsor Great Park 3 45 46 56 52 34 81 235 180 61 173 5
N Maidenhead/Cookham* 8 20 34 - 3 70 134 - 185 256 - 47
Padworth Lane GP 150 152 76 - - 62 53 - 321 - - -
Remenham 34 2 17 - 22 - - - - - 55 53
Theale/Pingewood GPs 88 112 100 10 - - - 112 - - 148 -

* Includes records from Summerleaze GP, Switchback Road Cookham, White Place Farm and Cock Marsh, the population is wide
ranging and visits all the sites mentioned

Unfortunately, as the table shows, only 2 sites gave monthly counts for the whole year, the lack
of counts at the other localities is probably down more to under recording by observers than to
a lack of birds! The high count of 321 at Padworth Lane GP occurred on Sep 27 (KEM) and is
a Berkshire record. Away from the sites in the table, 86 were on the Jubilee River at Dorney W
on Oct 15 (KPD) and a high count of 215 occurred at Wraysbury GPs on Dec 12 (CDRH).
Breeding: was reported from 12 locations involving 22 pairs with most sites holding 1-3
breeding pairs. However in Windsor Great Pk, a total of 8 pairs reared at least 30 young (D]B)
and at Borough Marsh at least 4 pairs bred (D]JB). On the R Thames at Caversham, a Greylag
paired to a Barnacle Goose was escorting their 4 hybrid goslings on Jul 5 (PG).

CANADA GOOSE  Branta canadensis

Common and widespread introduced resident
The monthly maxima at sites where counts were regular are as follows:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Burghfield GPs 13 36 69 - - - - - 108 96 30 30
Cookham to Summerleaze GP 60 - 22 - - - - - 445 141 38 91
Dinton Pastures / Lea Farm 200 130 13 - 56 - - - - 28 10 35
Eversley GPs 200 297 140 36 62 188 240 940 258 84 250 234
Freeman’s Marsh - - 2 2 14 53 54 14 - 40 130 60
Windsor Great Park 56 44 54 38 44 39 90 161 88 50 306 85
Lower Farm GP 80 38 47 11 55 10 29 92 20 37 80 150
R Thames, Reading — 157 38 41 - - - - - 170 79 62 203
Pangbourne

Thatcham Discovery Centre 106 52 24 25 20 - 67 35 146 193 85 60
Windsor Esplanade 155 241 113 68 61 148 - 228 179 191 311 104

Away from the locations in the table there were some high counts elsewhere, the most
impressive being 400 Crookham Common Pools, Aug 30 (DJB), 800-1000 Spencers Wood
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on Sep 16 (NR), 600 Dorney W, Oct 15 (KPD) and 360 Borough Marsh, Nov 30 (ABT).
Breeding: was only reported from 16 locations (poor observer coverage?), the largest
number of goslings reported was 53 at Borough Marsh on May 29 (D]B).

BRENT GOOSE  Branta bernicla

Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor (Amber listed)

The only record involved an individual of the dark bellied race B b bernicla briefly resting
with gulls on QMR before flying off South-east on Nov 1 (CDRH). This is the worst year
for this species since 1991 when there were no records.

EGYPTIAN GOOSE  Alopochen aegyptiaca

Common introduced resident in M and E Berks, more local in the west

Records came from 53 locations with most in M and E Berks. Birds were noted from 5 sites
in W Berks however numbers remain small with 6 at Woolhampton GPs on Nov 15 (KEM)
being the highest count. In the rest of the county, this species is now well established, the
monthly maxima at the main sites being:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Borough Marsh 4 1 4 5 25* Nc nc 13 65 14 3 nc
Cookham/N Maidenhead™* nc nc nc  nc nc 43 nc 104 171 88 32 nc
Eversley GPs 28 10 20 20* 24+ 25* 65 92 138 134* 13* 38
Windsor Great Park 12 10 14 100 13 12* 5 5 2 6 6 3

* Young were part of the count
** Records from Cookham Rise, Summerleaze GP and Cock Marsh; nc = no count

The High count of 171 occurred at Cookham Rise on Sep 26 (BDC) and is a county record
count. Elsewhere high numbers continued to be reported from Popes Fm near Hawthorn
Hill with 60 on Jan 9-11 (DJB), 41 were at Dorney W on Sep 8 (BDC) and 98 were at
Summerleaze GP on Sep 18 (CDRH). Breeding: was reported from 16 locations all within
M and E Berks and involved 22 pairs with broods hatched from Jan to Oct. Records appear
to show that breeding pairs were more successful than in most years i.e. of 9 hatched at
Eversley GPs in mid Oct, 7 were still present in mid Dec.
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SHELDUCK Tadorna tadorna

Uncommon passage migrant and summer visitor (Amber listed)

Records were received from 25 locations throughout the county. The monthly maxima at
the main sites were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Borough Marsh / Charvil 6 9 7 9 5 3 - - - - — _
Dorney Wetlands / Slough SF 2 5 3 5 6 12 4 1 1 - 1 1
Windsor Great Park 4 4 9 14 5 - - - - - - 1
Lower Farm GPs 4 4 4 1 1 - 1 - - - - 2
Padworth Lane GP 6 8 6 6 11~ 7 6 - - - - 3
Pingewood GPs 2 4 9 5 4 2 - - - - - _
Queen Mother Res 5 2 7 5 1 4 4 7 - - - -
Woolhampton GPs 1 2 5 5 2 1 - - - - 1

The other 17 sites 1 2 13 19 10 10* 3 - - - 1

Monthly max. totals 30 40 60 69 45 39 18 8 1 - 3 12

* Includes young birds

Jan—Jun: as the table shows, Shelducks were at their most common during this period.
The high count of 14 in Windsor Great Pk occurred on Apr 13 (DJB) whilst the 12 at
Slough SF occurred on Jun 27 (KPD). Breeding: breeding pairs were located at Padworth
Lane GP with a brood of 10 on May 29 of which 4 fledged (KEM et al) and a brood of 5
at Crookham Common Pools on Jun 6 (GK) but not reported subsequently. The apparent
lack of breeding success continues the poor run of breeding years with numbers averaging
just over 2 successful pairs annually since 2003. Jul-Oct: nearly all records during this time
were of juveniles, the adults having already left the county. By Aug only Slough SF (1 juv
on Aug 12 CDRH) and QMR held birds. QMR held birds all month, numbers peaking on
Aug 7 when 7 juvs were present (CDRH). The only Sep record involved 1 at Dorney W on
Sep 4 (BAJC). Nov-Dec: after a blank October, the first 2nd winter record involved 1 at
Dorney W on Nov 10 (BDC) which remained into Dec. Further Nov records occurred on
Nov 23 when single birds were seen at Dinton Pastures CP (SAG; CD) and Woolhampton
GP (MFW). In December single males arrived at Padworth Lane and Woolhampton GPs on
Dec 27 (KEM); numbers at these sites then fluctuated between 1-3 birds and it is probable
that these records represent the same birds, 2 drakes and a female. A pair also arrived at
Lower Fm GP on Dec 28 (KEM) the male remaining into 2009 while singles were noted at
Moatlands GP and Windsor Park.

MANDARIN DUCK  Aix galericulata

Localised but increasing introduced resident

Mandarins were recorded from 57 locations in Mid and E Berks but only 4 in W Berks.
The table shows the monthly status of the species in 2008 according to records received.

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Number of sites 8 7 19 23 17 12 7 5 4 2 5 6
Minimum number of birds 8 51 57 59 68 80 44 18 7 36 43 41

The two main locations for numbers were Whiteknights Park Lake in Reading with Peak
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counts of 32 on Jan 2, 26 Feb 10 and 20 Nov 28 (PG) whilst in Windsor Great Pk,
36 were present on Jan 27 (D]B), 35 on Oct 3 (CDRH) and 27 on Dec 14 (CDRH).
Breeding: was confirmed at 14 locations, 6 in M Berks and 9 in E Berks, with at least 26
broods being noted. This species is now firmly established within the Thames Valley however
numbers remain low within the Kennet Valley W of Theale, the most westerly record involved
a drake at Lower Fm GP on May 5 (MO).

EURASIAN WIGEON  Anas penelope

A locally common winter visitor and rare summer visitor, has bred (Amber listed)

Records were received from 28 locations throughout the county with some of the more regular
sites holding lower numbers than those of 2007. The monthly maxima at the main sites were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Burghfield GPs 275 100 36 - - - - - 107 152 408 356
Dinton Pastures CP / 59 210 120 2 - - - - 6 16 18 78
Lea Fm GP

Eversley GPs 418 278 100 3 - - - 5 116 105 176 268
Lower Farm GP 177 53 31 - - - - - N 13 45 9
Theale GPs 70 92 70 1 - - - 1 48 17 98 44
Twyford GPs - 17 40 - - - - - 4 2 87 90
Elsewhere

Number of sites 8 5 8 2 2 1 3 4 8 6 3 7
Number of birds 185 105 254 5 4 1 10 8 221 9% 106 176

The high counts of 418 at Eversley GPs occurred on Jan 27 (JMC) and the 408 at Burghfield
GPs occurring on Nov 23 (JA). Away from the main sites, counts in excess of 100 were
made at Bearwood Lake with 111 on Jan 2 (DJB), 130 on floods near Arborfield on Mar 19
(DJB) and 125 at Heron Lakes, Wraysbury GPs on Sep 24 (CDRH). Although birds could
be encountered at many sites in March, birds quickly departed so that only 11 birds from 5
locations were reported in April. May records consisted of pairs noted at Charvil on May 8
and Horton Fields Pit on May 16 (CDRH). Apart from an injured drake that summered in
the Horton/ Colnbrook area (PMC; CDRH) no other birds were noted until Jul 10 when
a moulting female appeared at Wraysbury GPs (CDRH). A party of 8 birds in eclipse were
located at Woolhampton GPs on Jul 24 (KEM) and 14 birds from 6 sites were recorded in
August before the main return passage began in Sep.

AMERICAN WIGEON  Anas americana

Rare vagrant

An adult male located at Lower Fm GP on Nov 19 (KEM et al) remained to winter, being
seen into 2009. This is only the 3rd fully acceptable record for Berks although there were 6
reports from Nov 1985 to Oct 1988. However only the first record of 4 at Thatcham and
Theale GPs in the winter of 1985-86 and a female/imm at Thatcham and Theale GPs in
Nov 1987 have been accepted by the BBRC; other records were either thought to have been
escapes or were not submitted to the BBRC. Note that records of this species are no longer
assessed by the BBRC.
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GADWALL  Aunas strepera

A common winter visitor, uncommon summer resident which breeds in small numbers (Amber listed)

Records were received from 38 locations throughout the county. The monthly maxima at
the main sites were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Bray GPs 22 18 2 4 5 - - - 14 6 4 16
Burghfield GPs 195 119 35 - - - - - 3 35 215 290
Dinton Pastures / Lea Fm 109 15 16 6 6 15 4 9 - 24 27 18
Dorney Wetlands / Slough SF 23 8 5 12 9 17 7 1" 4 34 18 42
Eversley GPs 142 67 13 13 9 13 4 1 5 29 52 162
Windsor Great Park 47 47 30 12 14 29 18 43 50 152 171 133
Lower Farm GP 120 34 15 9 7 11 15 13 15 32 46 66
Theale GPs 205 105 17 - - 7 - - 48 - 111 181
Elsewhere

Number of sites 7 6 8 5 9 5 4 4 5 2 5 7

Maximum number of birds 260 49 90 31 32 30 53 73 47 9 86 168

When one looks at the records received (as shown in the table), it is clear that like many of
our wildfowl species, the Gadwall is under recorded! Now only a few of our observers count
wildfowl on a monthly basis, thus for many of our top wildfowl sites, the monthly status
through the year of our commoner species is often incomplete. Hopefully this can be rectified
in the future. The high count in the table, 290 at Burghfield GPs occurred on Dec 14 (WEBS).
Breeding: was confirmed at 8 sites involving females with broods of 8 at Hungerford Marsh
Jun 2 (RF), 11 Lea Fm GP Jun 14 (FJC), 5 and 8 at Lavell’s Lake Jun 23 (FJC), 8 Slough SF
Jun 26 (KPD), 7 Lower Fm June 26 (NC) and a second brood of 5 on Jul 5 (JA), 4 Theale Main
GP Jun 28 (RCr), 2 Burghfield Mill GP Jul 4 (RCr) and 8 Pingewood GPs on Jul 4 (RCr).

COMMONTEAL  Aunas crecca

Common winter visitor, rare in summer though occasionally breeds (Amber listed)

Birds were reported from 35 locations throughout the county. Numbers were down on 2007
with fewer counts exceeding 50 birds. The monthly maxima at the main sites were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Bray GPs 43 3 8 12 - - - - 2 20 41 32
Dinton Pastures CP 32 100 37 11 - - 4 15 30 30 65 91
Dorney Wetlands 50 48 11 7 - - - 3 8 46 18 64
Eversley GPs 77 39 26 7 1 - 2 N 35 26 23 28
Windsor Great Park 24 18 12 4 - - - - 6 122 42 42
Lower Farm GP 52 30 8 3 1 - - 6 8 12 30 50
Pingewood GPs 40 - 50 14 - 3 2 5 5 12 39 63
Wraysbury GPs 15 7 - - 2 - - 2 - - 70 63
Elsewhere

Number of sites 10 6 8 4 1 2 1 8 3 0 7 6
Number of birds 117 56 137 21 2 13 1 19 38 0 46 317
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The high count of 122 in Windsor Great Pk occurred on Oct 19 (D]B). Away from the main
sites, the highest counts reported were 60 at Home Fm Avington on Jan 17 (RGS) and 77
at Burghfield Mill GP on Dec 12 (MFW).The highest count of the year was c200 on floods
at Arborfield on Dec 17 (D]S). With most first winter birds departing by the end of April,
the only May records involved a male at Lower Fm GP (SAG) and a pair at Wraysbury
GPs (CDRH) on May 4 that may possibly be the same pair at Horton GPs on May 11-14
(CDRH) and 1 at Eversley GPs (MGLR). Possible early return passage occurred in June
when 9 visited Woolhampton GPs on Jun 7 (JA; KEM) followed by 3 at Pingewood GPs on
Jun 10 (KEM) and 4 at Borough Marsh also on Jun 10 with 2 still present on Jun 13 (ABT).
There followed the usual scattering of July records before passage began to increase in Aug.
Opverall, 2008 was a fairly poor year for Teal in Berks, the changes in habitat or land use to
some of this species former Berks strongholds (e.g. Twyford GPs and Theale GPs) may result
in lower numbers wintering in the county in future years.

MALLARD  Anas platyrhynchos

Common and widespread resident and winter visitor (Amber listed)

The monthly maxima at the main sites were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Burghfield GPs 42 30 49 - - - - - 28 52 68 28
Dinton Pastures CP 90 65 34 - 30 - - - 30 175 102 75
Eversley GPs 58 45 48 - 64 37 - 100 38 38 51 86
Freeman’s Marsh - - 12 35 47 34 46 5 19 - 4 -
Windsor Great Park 23 69 24 17 26 28 18 60 56 95 35 24
Jubilee River 249 128 114 - - - 20 - 170 102 155 114
Lower Farm GP 40 15 7 13 34 14 14 70 50 43 50 60
Thatcham Discovery Centre 148 91 83 91 39 - 163 86 106 107 106 104

Away from the sites in the table, high counts included 105 at Odney Common, Cookham on
Sep 13 (BDC) and 300 at Home Fm, Avington on Nov 25 (RGS). Breeding: as is normal
for such a familiar species most observers do not record breeding, so the total of 30 broods
from 17 locations is surely just the tip of the iceberg!

PINTAIL  Anas acura

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant (Amber listed)

Records were received from 10 locations throughout Berks and involved 36 birds. First
winter: birds were reported from 7 locations involving 21 birds. One of the 2007 wintering
drakes remained at Lower Fm GP until Jan 14 (MO); another drake was reported from
Eversley GPs on Jan 6 (R]JG) and was followed by a pair there on Jan 26 (BMA). At Lavell’s
Lake a female was reported on Jan 14 (IDP) and at Burghfield GPs, 1 was reported on
Jan 13 (WEBS) and 3 (2m 1f) were present there on Feb 24 (JA). A pair at QMR on
Feb 14 (CDRH) was unusual for this site and a female visited Woolhampton GPs on
Feb 18 (GEW). What may have been the QMR pair was then located at Windsor Great
Pk on Feb 24 and remained until Mar 9 (D]JB). Finally a party of 7 birds flew east over
Lower Fm GP on Mar 15 (IW; JL). Spring: a drake on the R Kennet at Wigmore Lane
Theale on May 9 (RCr) is only the sixth May record for Berks and the first since 1997.
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Autumn/Second winter: two eclipse drakes were located at Eversley GPs on Aug 24 (RM),
both remaining to Aug 30 then 1 to Sep 8 (BMA). There were no further records until mid
Nov when a small influx took place. A female took up temporary residence in the Lea Fm /
Lavell’s Lake area from Nov 14 (FJC) to Dec 5 (PBT), other individual females/immatures
visited Burghfield Mill GP on Nov 15 (MFW), Lower Fm GP Nov 21-22 (ADB et al)
and Burghfield GPs (KEM) and QMR (CDRH) on Nov 27. This influx continued into
December with a female at Moatlands GP on Dec 6 (JA), 3 including 1 drake at Burnthouse
Lane GP on Dec 17 (KEM), 1f Eversley GPs (MJT) and 1 drake Moatlands GP (ABT;
KEM) on Dec 20 and finally 1 drake at Lower Fm GP on Dec 28 (NC).

GARGANEY  Anas querquedula

Scarce passage migrant and rare summer visitor, has bred (Schedule 1 and Amber listed)

With up to 21 birds reported from 10 sites, 2008 was the best year for this species since the
record year of 1999 when at least 38 birds visited the county. Spring: passage began later
than usual, the first being 2 drakes on Braywick Park Cut from Apr 18-23 (CTr et al). These
were followed by a pair on Crookham Common Pools on Apr 20-21 (GK et al), a drake
(possibly the Crookham drake) on Lower Fm GP on Apr 22 (ABT; RAl), a drake Burnthouse
Lane GP, Pingewood GPs on Apr 23-26 (KEM) and a pair flushed from a pond at Braywood
House, Fifield on Apr 26 (SA). There were no further records until May 15 when what may
have been the same drake was seen at Padworth Lane GP and Burnthouse Lane (KEM) and
then seen intermittently at the latter site to May 29 when it was joined by a second drake (PD;
KEM). Autumn: records began with 1 at Burghfield Mill GP on Aug 7 (RCr) which was
followed by a juv at Hosehill Lake on Aug 31 (KEM; RCr), a female and juv at Wraysbury
GPs from Sep 6 to Oct 7 (CDRH), 1 juv Burghfield Mill GP on Sep 7 (KEM), 1 eclipse
drake, Lower Fm GP on Sep 12-14 (CDRH et al), 1 female Heron Lakes Wraysbury on
Sep 29 (CDRH) and finally 1 with Teal in Windsor Great Pk on Oct 3 (CDRH). Second
winter: an eclipse drake was located at Lower Fm GP on Dec 14 (MFW et al) and is the first
December record since the wintering 1st winter drake of 1987-88 that visited both Hosehill
Lake and Slough SF in Dec 1987 before being relocated at Wraysbury GPs in Jan 1988.

SHOVELER  Aunas clypeata

Locally common winter visitor and passage migrant, scarce in summer though occasionally
breeds (Amber listed)

Records were received from 32 locations throughout the county, the monthly maxima at the
main sites is shown in the table. The monthly maxima at the main sites were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Bray GPs 25 16 25 - - - - - 36 10 7 7
Dinton Pastures/ Lea Fm 22 8 28 16 - - 4 7 28 14 6 8
Dorney Wetlands/ SSF 19 2 1 16 3 2 2 16 39 35 52 39
Eversley GPs 94 183 146 32 1 - - 3 4 17 29 17
Windsor Great Park 15 2 8§ 1 3 2 - 3 11 30 13 7
Lower Farm GPs 54 50 37 15 6 1 - 8§ 20 19 30 41
Moatlands GPs (MGP 1&2) 10 236 79 9 - - 8 - 3 - 32 58
Thatcham Discovery Centre 13 12 14 8 - - - 15 45 12 13 20
Theale GPs 8 71 66 - - - - 10 25 - 18 27
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Twyford GPs - - 45 - - - 12 4 - 2 6 30

Whiteknights Park Lake 19 4 8 9 - - - - - 13 3 51
Elsewhere

Number of sites 9 4 6 5 4 2 1 6 4 3 3 5
Number of birds 9 16 28 12 9 9 1 19 32 38 51 193

First winter: There were some impressive counts made during this period, the highest
being 183 at Eversley GPs on Feb 9 (JMC) and 236 at Moatlands GPs on Feb 17 (JA).
The latter count (166 on Burghfield Mill GP and 70 on Moatlands Main GP) is the highest
count ever recorded in M Berks and is only bettered by counts from the extreme east of
the county at QMR and Wraysbury GPs. Spring/Summer: during the period from May
to July, birds were reported from 14 locations and included 7 at Borough Marsh on Jun 9
(ABT). However these higher than usual numbers for the period did not lead to any breeding
records and it is thought that the higher counts in July probably refer to returning migrants.
Autumn/Second winter: passage became more evident in Aug and Sep, but compared to
the first winter, numbers were low. The highest counts occurred in Dec when 75 were noted
on Burghfield GPs on Dec 7 (JA) and 80 were found on Orlitts Lakes on Dec 29 (CDRH).

RED-CRESTED POCHARD  Netta rufina

Scarce visitor of presumed feral origin, first breeding record

Records were received from 9 locations, 1 in W Berks and 4 in both Mid and E Berks. First
winter: began with a drake at Burghfield GPs on Jan 3-4 (KEM; FJC et al). At Theale GPs
the 3 (2m1f) from 2007 were seen again, this time on Wigmore Lane GP, on Jan 5 (MFW;
KEM). One was reported from Wraysbury GPs on Jan 13 (WEBS) and the only Feb report
came from Eversley GPs, a drake on Feb 21 (MGLR). In March a pair was noted on Theale
Main GP on Mar 8 (KEM; MFW) before relocating to Wigmore Lane GP the nest day
(WEBS), where they remained into the Spring. In the east, a female was located on Horton
GP on Mar 24 (CDRH). Spring/Summer: the Wigmore Lane pair was seen again on Apr
4 (RCr) and the drake on May 3 (KEM). There were no subsequent site records until Jun
28 when RCr discovered a fem with 3 chicks — which were still present on Jul 13 (RCr). This
constitutes the first known breeding record for this species in Berks. Autumn: 2, an eclipse
drake and a fem were on Summerleaze GP on Aug 27 (CDRH). A fem then appeared at
Padworth Lane GP on Aug 28 (KEM) and further west, 2 were found at Lower Fm GP
on Sep 6 (IW; JL; NC). Two juv/fems were on Wigmore Lane GP on Sep 7 (KEM) whilst
back at Lower Fm GP an eclipse drake took up temporary residence from Sep 18 (M]JT)
to Oct 17 (MO), often visiting the adjacent trout lake. Second winter: an imm/fem visited
Wigmore Lane GP on Oct 31 (KEM) and was reported again on Nov 12 (WEBS). There
were no further records until December when 8 (7drakes 1fem) were on Hosehill Lake
on Dec 4 (RHS) and on the adjacent Theale Main GP, a drake could be seen on Dec 5-6
(KEM) with 4 (3 drakes) there on Dec 10 (KEM). The last records of the year were further
east with 1 at Twyford GPs on Dec 20 (MFW) and 3 drakes on Heron Lakes, Wraysbury
on Dec 26 (CDRH).
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POCHARD Aythya ferina

Common winter visitor and passage migrant, scarce in summer though occasionally breeds
(Amber listed)

The monthly maxima at the main sites were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Bray GPs 337 73 8 - 1 1 - 100 120 112 118
Burghfield GPs 47 67 50 1 - - - - - - 113 142
Dinton Pastures CP 60 55 1 - 1 - - - 1 5 5 8
Dorney Wetlands 50 60 27 - - - - - - 33 - 72
Eversley GPs 73 33 26 1 2 2 4 41 29 33 38
Windsor Great Park 47 38 20 4 4 10 55 69 15 - 2 8
Lower Farm GP 61 21 8 2 4 9 18 11 16 25 23
Moatlands GP 126 154 - 1 - - 2 7 97 114 190 182
Thatcham Discovery Centre 74 50 29 4 - - - - - 10 24 30
Theale GPs 93 74 42 - - - - - 9 - 42 81
Woolhampton GPs 5 7 - 1 1 - 1 10 - - 15 32
Wraysbury GPs 100 30 14 1 - - - - - - - 100
Elsewhere

Number of sites 6 3 2 0 2 2 0 2 3 1 3 4
Number of birds 56 28 14 0 2 4 0 8 51 6 12 56

The high count of 337 at Bray GPs occurred on Jan 1 (WAS). Away from the main sites
most counts ranged from 1 to 30 birds, however 32 were present at Aldermaston GP on Jan
16 JPM) and 44 were noted at Old Slade GP on Sep 11 (CDRH). Summer: as usual there
was a scattering of records throughout the summer months and once again Windsor Great
Pk showed how important this area is for this species with high counts of 55 on Jul 27 and
69 on Aug 10 (D]B). Observers should be aware that returning birds first arrive in Windsor
Great Pk in late June and juveniles which have been reared elsewhere are often present with
the first of the returning birds, so a full winged June/July juvenile at a Berkshire site is not
always indicative of local breeding! Breeding: for the first time since 1998, Pochards were
confirmed as breeding in Berkshire when a duck with 3 ducklings was located at Lower Fm
GP on Jun 14 (SAG).

FERRUGINOUS DUCK  Aythya nyroca

Rare winter visitor

The 2007 female remained at Wigmore Lane GP, Theale to Jan 5 (MO), but there were
no further records of “wild” birds during the year. The escaped male that has been present
intermittently on the Jubilee River since Dec 2005 was seen regularly at Dorney W
throughout the first winter to Mar 22 (MFW) with further isolated reports coming on Aug
10 (KPD) and Dec 4 (BDC).
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TUFTED DUCK  Aythya fuligula

Common resident, numbers increasing in winter (Amber listed)

Monthly maxima at the main sites were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Bray GP 294 105 51 47 12 - 6 102 232 366 187 350
Burghfield GPs 237 318 214 - - - - - 73 232 243 356
Burghfield Mill GP - 275 - - - - - - 580 - 696 702
Dinton Pastures CP 194 120 106 12 4 - - - - 99 117 62
Eversley GPs 268 284 287 40 72 83 40 - 63 36 103 160
Windsor Great Pk 36 54 37 42 23 23 19 14 5 3 1 7
Lower Farm GP 51 30 40 46 21 12 14 16 22 10 21 25
Queen Mother Res - 2 - - - - - 23 235 80 40 -
Thatcham Discovery Centre 54 25 17 30 17 5 12 39 29 18 25 28
Theale GPs 592 398 174 - - - - - 100 - 672 787
Wraysbury GPs 450 115 71 85 - 7 - - - - - 550

The high counts at Burghfield Mill and Theale GPs occurred on Dec 6 (JA) and Dec 14
(WEBS). Breeding: was reported from 9 locations which is lower than expected (under
recorded?). The highest count of broods was 4 involving 22 ducklings at Padworth Lane
GPs on Aug 19 (KEM).

SCAUP Aythya marila

Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor (Red listed)

There were 12 records involving 13 birds in 2008 (2 of which were birds first seen in
2007). Most records came from the extreme east of the county or from the south Reading
GP complexes; only 3 came from elsewhere. First winter: the 2007 wintering drakes at
Wigmore Lane GP and Burghfield GPs remained throughout the winter, the Wigmore Lane
bird was last seen on Mar 9 (WEBS) and the Burghfield bird on Mar 8 (MFW). Both birds
were seen together at Burghfield GPs on Feb 25 (KEM). The first new bird of the year, a
f/w drake, was located at Sandford Lake, Dinton Pastures CP on Feb 17 (MFW), remaining
to Feb 27 (FJC). An ad drake appeared on the Rowneys Predator Lake, Woolhampton GPs
on Mar 25 (KGW) and remained until Apr 13 (KEM; MFW). Second winter: there was
an influx in early Nov which began with an ad drake at Hosehill Lake (MFW) and a juv at
Wraysbury Village Pit (CDRH) both on Nov 1. An ad fem then visited Burghfield Mill GP
on Nov 3 (R]B) and on Nov 4 another ad fem arrived at QMR (CDRH). The last Mid Berks
record was a drake (possibly the Hosehill bird) that was present at Burghfield GPs on Nov
5-7 (KEM). In the east, apart from the individuals already mentioned, another juv arrived at
QMR on Nov 9, then a f/w drake appeared at Wraysbury GPs on Nov 15. Two, another f/w
drake and a f/w fem were located at Wraysbury on Nov 25 and all 6 birds remained to the
year’s end — being noted at Wraysbury GPs, Horton GPs and QMR (CDRH).

LESSER SCAUP  Aythya affinis

Very rare vagrant 2 records
The second record for Berks, an ad drake was located at Wraysbury GPs on Oct 5 (CDRH).
However it soon disappeared before being relocated at QMR on Oct 8 (CDRH) where
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it remained until Oct 15 (FJC). Record accepted by the BBRC (Brit Birds 103: 569);
photographs suggest this bird was possibly the same individual that had spent the previous
winter at Draycote Res, Warwickshire (see article on p. 12).

LONG-TAILED DUCK Clangula hyemalis

Rare winter visitor

A juv that briefly visited the Village Pit, Wraysbury GPs on Nov 30 (CDRH) was the 18th
county record and the first since a female at the same venue in 1999.

COMMON SCOTER  Melanitta nigra

Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor (Red listed)

After no reports from the first half of the year, there were 4 records during Jul to Nov. A
drake was located at QMR on Jul 19 (CDRH) and another drake was present there during
the afternoon of Sep 22 (CDRH). A fem/imm was then found at Moatlands GP at 11.30hrs
and was joined be a further 5 fem/imms an hour later on Nov 3 (R]B et al) with 2 remaining
there on Nov 4 (KEM). Finally a flock of 15, all fem/imms visited QMR on Nov 18
(CDRH). These birds formed a tightly packed group whilst on the water, reminiscent of the
flock of 30 drakes that visited Theale GPs in 1993, before departing to the west at 16.55hrs.

VELVET SCOTER  Melanitta fusca

Rare winter visitor (Amber listed)

There were 2 records in 2008, the first since 2002, and both coming from QMR. In the first
winter a fem type was present on the reservoir on Jan 15-16 (CDRH et al). In the second
winter a fem/juv was found on Dec 8 and later spent its time associating with a Ruddy Duck,
before departing overnight (CDRH).

GOLDENEYE  Bucephala clangula

Locally common winter visitor (Amber listed)

Records were received from 14 locations, 3 in W Berks, 5 in Mid Berks and 6 in E Berks, the
monthly maxima at the main sites were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Burghfield GPs 1213 10 1 - - - - = 1 5 10
Dinton Pastures CP 21 26 8 1 - - - - - - 5 12
Eversley GPs 3 4 - - - - - - - 2 4
Moatlands GPs 5 11 15 - - - - - - - 6 5
Queen Mother Res 1 - - - - - - - - 1 1 4
Theale GPs 9 8 6 - - - - - - - 2 4
Twyford GPs - 3 1 4 - - - - - - - 1
Wraysbury GPs 22 49 9 1 - - - - - 4 22 2
Elsewhere

Number of sites 2 1 2 - - - - - - - 5
Number of birds 2 1 2 - - - - - - - 6 5
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First winter: the highest counts came from Dinton Pastures, where Sandford Lake is
the favoured site with 26 on Feb 2 (PJC) and Wraysbury GPs with 49 there also on Feb 2
(CDRH). Numbers appear to have diminished from some of the county’s more regular sites
with none of the gravel pit complexes of Theale, Moatlands and Burghfield being able to
muster more than 15 birds in either winter period. With the onset of spring, birds quickly
departed the county and could only be found at 4 locations in April, the latest being a female
at Wraysbury GPs on Apr 18 (CDRH). Second winter: the first returning birds appeared
on Oct 26 with 2 at Wraysbury GPs (CDRH). Although more widespread than in the first
winter, numbers were predictably lower, the only counts to exceed 20 being at Wraysbury
GPs with 22 on Nov 29-30 (CDRH; MFW) and 26 on Dec 23 (CDRH). This species
remains scarce in W Berks with only 4 individuals being reported from 3 sites.

SMEW  Mergellus albellus
Uncommon winter visitor but regular at preferred sites (Amber listed)

Birds were reported from 5 locations, 3 in E Berks and 2 in Mid Berks. First winter: as
usual, Wraysbury GPs was the main site within the county, and here a total of at least 8 birds
(4 ad drakes, 1 part eclipse drake, 1 f/w drake, 2 r/h) were identified during Jan, the highest
day count being 7 on Jan 5 (CDRH). Numbers had dwindled to 5 birds (inc 3 drakes) in Feb
and the last sighting was of a pair on Mar 8 (CDRH). Elsewhere 1r/h was noted on Bray GP
on Jan 5-6 (WAS) and an ad drake was seen intermittently there from Jan 12 (BDC) to Feb
7 (PR). Three r/hs visited Sandford Lake, Dinton Pastures CP on Jan 22 (JB et al) and 1 r/h
at Twyford GPs on Mar 3 (CDRH) was the only record from what is usually a very regular
site. Second winter: the first returning bird was a rh at Wraysbury GPs on Nov 26 (PNe)
and by Dec 26 the site total had risen to 4 including 3 drakes (CDRH). Nearby at QMR, an
eclipse drake was with the group of Scaup on Dec 12 (CDRH) and finally an ad drake was
present at Bray GP on Dec 29 (D]B).

GOOSANDER Mergus merganser

Uncommon winter visitor but regular at preferred sites, has summered

Records came from 15 locations, evenly spread throughout the county. The monthly status
is shown in the table.

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Eversley GPs 33 46 3 1 - - - - - - 19 67
Lower Farm GP - - - - - - - - — 3 3 3
Moatlands GP 3 3 3 - - - - - - - 1
Queen Mother Res 2 2 2 - - - - - - - 1 3
Theale GPs 3 3 K 4
Wraysbury GPs 12 2 - - - - - - - - 9 6
Elsewhere

Number of sites 1 0 3 - - - - - - 1 3 5
Number of birds 1 0 8 - - - - - - 3 5 7

First winter: Eversley GPs, as usual, held the bulk of the Berks wintering population,
peaking at 46 on Feb 17 (RD). Elsewhere the 3 wintering rhs that commuted between
Theale and Moatlands GPs in 2007 continued to do so to Mar 26 (RCr). At Wraysbury GPs,
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12 were present on the BA pit on Jan 3 (CDRH), 4 were on Heath Lake on Mar 9 (IT) while
pairs were reported from QMR, Horton and Woolhampton GPs. The latest record involved
a rh at Eversley GPs on Apr 8 (MGM). Second winter: 3 redheads arrived at Crookham
Common Pools on Oct 17 (GF) before transferring to Lower Fm GP on Oct 18, where
they remained to winter. November sightings included the first returnees to the main sites
of Eversley and Wraysbury GPs, numbers peaking at the later site on Nov 19 when 9 were
present (CDRH). One to three were seen intermittently at Padworth Lane GP from Nov
25 (KEM) to the years end and may have been the Lower Fm birds! Singles were reported
from Lower Denford, Moatlands GP (Nov-Dec), QMR and Thatcham DCL (Nov-Dec). In
December at least 4 were present at Theale GPs with peaks of 3rh at Hosehill Lake on Dec
4 (RHS) and a pair on Theale Main GP the next day (KEM). Single birds were also reported
from Woolhampton GPs, Twyford GPs and Tilehurst whilst at Eversley GPs numbers peaked
at 67 towards the end of the month (MGLR)

RUDDY DUCK  Oxyura jamaicensis

Uncommon and declining introduced resident and winter visitor

Records were received from 10 locations, 2 in W Berks, 2 in M Berks and 6 in E Berks. The
monthly status is shown in the table.

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Windsor Great Park 3 1 5 3 3 - - - - - 2 -
Lower Farm GPs 1 9 5 2 2 - 2 3 - 3 9 6
Elsewhere

Number of sites 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 4 3
Number of birds 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 1 8 9

The high count of 11 at Lower Fm GP occurred on Jan 1 (IW); elsewhere the highest
count involved 7 at Thatcham DCL on Dec 10 (GJS). All other records away from the
main sites were of 1-2 birds at Dorney W, Wraysbury GPs, Summerleaze GP and QMR (1
drake on Dec 8; CDRH). However 3 were noted at Moatlands GP on Jan 1 (JA) and Sep 8
(RCr), Horton GPs on Jan 14 (WAS) and Dinton Pastures CP on Nov 1 (FJC). Breeding:
although not confirmed this year, display was observed in Windsor Great Pk on Mar 30 and
Apr 20 (D]B). An isolated report from Lower Fm of 3 juveniles on Aug 9 (NC; IW; JL)
could point to local breeding! Compared to recent years, 2008 was a poor one — the on-going
scheme to eradicate the Ruddy Duck from Britain is beginning to take effect on the small
Berkshire population and it may only be a short space of time before it disappears totally
from the county.

RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE  Alectoris rufa

Locally common introduced resident in suitable habitat, numbers inflated in autumn at certain
sites for shooting

Records were received from 73 locations, 34 in W Berks, 11 in Mid Berks and 28 in E Berks.
As is now the case, most records refer to 1-5 birds and only 8 sites provided counts of more
than 10 birds. The maximum counts at these sites were: 12 Walbury Hill Apr 16 (RCr),
86 Remenham Sep 10 (DJB), 33 Cookham Sep 19 (BDC), 89 Compton Downs, Sep 26
(D]B), 12 Switchback Rd, Maidenhead Oct 14 (BDC), 12 Englefield Nov 12 (RCr), 40
Great Shefford Dec 19 (JLe) and 36 Windsor Great Pk on Dec 17 (WAN). These counts all
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came from areas where numbers are bred for shooting and it is likely that all of the above
counts include birds that have been bred in captivity. Breeding was only confirmed at Temple
where a family party was seen on Aug 27 (CDRH) elsewhere 2 juvs near breeding pens in
Windsor Great Pk on Jul 20 (D]B) and a single juv at White Chute, Lambourn on Aug 29
(JLe) probably refer to captive bred individuals

GREY PARTRIDGE  Perdix perdix
Localised and declining resident (Red Listed)

With records coming from only 25 locations, 16 in W Berks, 2 Mid Berks and 7 E Berks,
this represents a huge drop in sites from 2007 when over 40 were identified. The maximum
counts at the main sites are shown in the table

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Bury/Cow Down,W lisley 16 2 - 7 8 - - 9 9 - 10 6
Compton Downs 16 - - - 3 2 2 1 27 - - -
Englefield 6 3 2 4 2 1 1 20 4 40 M -
Elsewhere

Number of sites 4 8 0 2 5 3 2 3 2 1 0 4
Number of birds 12 20 0 4 13 6 2 9 8 7 0 36

High counts mentioned in the table include 16 at Cow Down Jan 2 (RDr), 16 Compton
Downs Jan 5 (D]B) and 20 Englefield Aug 30 (RCr). Elsewhere, 13 were located at Hodcott
Down Dec 8 (ABT) and 9 were at North Heath on Dec 30 (IW). In E Berks the highest
count was 6 at Summerleaze GP on Aug 15 (WAS) and in the extreme east of the county
just a single male was seen at QMR, associating with a group of Pheasants, on Aug 31
(CDRH). Breeding: was confirmed on the Compton Downs where of 3 coveys totalling
27 birds located on Sep 26, 1 covey held 4 juvs and another held 2 (D]B). Breeding also
took place at Englefield when RCr was informed by the head Game Keeper that 3 broods
of 8, 10 and 15 had fledged and the total estate population may number 40-50 wild birds,
hence the Oct total in the table. The State of the UK’s Birds 2008 show that from 1970 to
2007 the Grey Partridge has declined by a staggering 89%! Without specialist help, one has
to wonder how much longer we will be able to see this species in our countryside. It is clear
that agri-environment measures designed to help our declining farmland species have had
only limited success and that many species including the Grey Partridge continue to decline.

QUAIL  Coturnix coturnix

An uncommon summer visitor in variable numbers, most regular on the Downs
(Schedule 1 and Red Listed)

2008 was a poor year with records coming from 3 or possibly 4 downland areas plus 1 E Berks
location. The first record involved 1 singing on the Compton Downs on Jun 10 (D]B). Two
were heard there on Jul 19 (M]JT) and Jul 30 (PBT) and possibly a different bird was heard on
Aug 9 (ABT).Two birds were heard on the Lambourn Downs on Jun 12 (JPB), Jun 14 (ABT)
and 1 there Jun 23 (JPB). Nearby 2 sang on Wellbottom Down on Jul 22 (CDRH). Away
from the Downs, 1 sang in fields by Canon Court, Maidenhead on Jun 15-16 (IJF). With
1997 being the last real ‘Quail Year’ it seems that this is yet another migrant species that has
declined in status within Berkshire in recent years. Let us hope this trend is only temporary!
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COMMON PHEASANT Phasianus colchicus

Widespread and locally abundant introduced resident in rural areas with numbers inflated by
large numbers released for shooting

Apart from 2 breeding records at sites where this species is scarce (Whiteknights Park; PG
and QMR; CDRH), there were no other records of note.

BLACK-THROATED DIVER Gavia arctica

Rare winter visitor (Amber listed)

The only record this year involved an individual that circled QMR three times between
11.18hrs and 11.24hrs before departing to the north on Apr 19 (CDRH). A diver species
that flew over Amwell GPs, Herts later that day was possibly this bird. This is the first record
of a bird arriving in April for Berks and it is the second consecutive year for single records,
both being seen by lone observers.

GREAT NORTHERN DIVER  Gavia immer

Scarce winter visitor (Amber listed)

With 4 birds recorded during the year, 2008 equals the record year of 2006; however, 1 bird
had been present since 2007. First winter: the juv that arrived at QMR on Nov 12 2007
remained into 2008 and was seen regularly through January into mid Feb (occasionally
visiting Staines Res in Surrey) when it was moulting into 1st yr plumage (MO). Reports then
became less regular, as the bird spent more time elsewhere, and after mid-March it was only
seen on Apr 28 and May 1 (CDRH). Second winter: 2 juvs briefly visited Theale Main GP
on Nov 9 (MFW). Subsequently a similar pattern emerged to that of the first winter — with
a juv arriving at QMR on Nov 10 (CDRH) and then being seen regularly until the end of
the year (MO). A juv was also present at Staines Res, Surrey but timings of each overlapped
on several occasions, confirming that they were different birds.

LITTLE GREBE  Tachybaptus ruficollis

Common and widespread resident (Amber listed)

Records were received from 38 locations throughout the county. The monthly maximum
counts at the most regularly counted sites were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Bray GPs 3 3 1 - - - - - 1 2 4 -
Dinton Pastures CP 1 1 1 - - - - - 4 3 6 2
Eversley GPs 2 4 3 4 3 3 2 6 6 2 1 3
Freeman’s Marsh 2 - 3 5 - 4 4 3 - 1 3 -
Jubilee River 5 2 - - - - - - 2 10 3 19
Lower Farm GPs 6 5 15 15 12 10 11 16 10 9 22 5
Padworth Lane GP 7 13 26 - - 6 21 33 3 M 32 23

The high count of 41 at Padworth Lane GP occurred on Oct 1 (KEM). Breeding: was
confirmed at Wood Pond, Windsor Forest with 1pr 3y on May 10 (DJB), Oval Pond,
Padworth with lad 3y on Jun 22 (PD), Lieper Pond, Windsor Great Park with 1pr with 3
juvs and 3chicks on Jul 13 (MHu), Padworth Lane GP where a pair with 2 juvs on Jul 13

43



(PD) and a brood of 3 chicks on Aug 28 (KEM), Cranemoor Lake Englefield where a count
of 21 including juvs and 5 chicks was made on Jul 29 (RCr), Eversley GPs with 1-2 pairs
breeding (MGLR), 1 pair bred near Woodside (WAN) and Lower Fm GP with at least 4
broods hatched during the summer (MO).

GREAT CRESTED GREBE Podiceps cristatus

Common resident and winter visitor to Berkshires larger water bodies

Records were received from 37 locations in 2008.The maximum monthly counts at the most
regularly counted sites were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Bray GPs 23 10 8 - - - - - - 15 28 30
Burghfield GPs 25 38 37 6 6 - - 26 34 40 37 33
Dinton Pastures CP 17 8 5 2 6 4 5 5 3 4 7 6
Eversley GPs 9 9 8 8 8 9 14 9 18 12
Windsor Great Pk 2 6 8 8 16 18 18 17 12 11 2 0
Jubilee River 10 13 25 8 - - 9 - 12 - 17 13
Lower Farm GP 3 4 2 2 4 6 4 8 13 15 14 4
Queen Mother Res - 88 20 - - - - - 31 67 14 -
Summerleaze GP 5 3 4 - - - - 2 - 9 4

Thatcham Discovery Centre 4 4 4 4 10 - 7 10 9 9 10 7
Theale GPs 4 41 16 - - - - 14 50 - 57 49
Twyford GPs - 1 2 2 2 - 2 4 6 7 16 8
Woolhampton GPs 5 - 8 - 12 11 40 55 - 20 - -
Wraysbury GPs 18 21 21 4 - 1 - - - - - 14

The count of 88 at QMR occurred on Feb 8 (WEBS). Away from the main sites, 46 were
present on Moatlands Main GP on Sep 28 (JA). Breeding: was reported from 21 sites and
involved at least 43 pairs. The most active sites included Woolhampton GPs where up to 5
pairs bred (KEM), Windsor Great Pk where 7 pairs bred (D]JB) and Hosehill Lake where 7
pairs had young on Aug 22 (BU). A pair at Great Pond, Sunninghill Park, successfully reared
5 young (D]JB) and 3 pairs managed to rear young on the R Thames this year.

SLAVONIAN GREBE Podiceps auritus

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant (Amber listed)

Since 1997, when there were 4 records involving 8 birds, Slavonian Grebes have become a
much rarer visitor to Berkshire with just 11 records in 10 years. Therefore 2 records, both
in the 2nd winter, makes 2008 a better than average year; however there is just a very slight
chance that these records refer to the same bird! A single bird was seen briefly at Searle’s
Lane GP, Burghfield on Nov 5 (KEM) and was followed by one at the nearby Burghfield
Mill GP on Dec 14-15 (MFW et al) before moving to the adjacent Moatlands Main GP
and remaining to the years end.
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BLACK-NECKED GREBE Podiceps nigricollis

Uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant (Amber listed)

A fairly average year with 6 records involving 7 birds. First winter: 1 on Searle’s Lane
GP, Burghfield GPs from Jan 2 (D W Smith) to Jan 19 (KEM). Autumn/Second winter:
2 located at QMR on Aug 30 (ABT et al) were followed by single birds at Hosehill Lake,
Sep 25 (BU), Theale Main GP on Oct 4 (BU) and Nov 7 (KEM) and finally 1 with Great
Crested Grebes at QMR on Dec 14 (CDRH).

GANNET  Morus bassanus

Rare visitor which has become more regular in recent years (Amber listed)

At Dinton Pastures, an ad was located by local fisherman D Fletcher on Sep 10 on White
Swan Lake and remained long enough for several observers to see it, some having missed the
previous Dinton Pastures record in 2004! This bird appeared fit and healthy and was even
observed plunge diving (unsuccessfully) before departing WNW at 16.53hrs. It represents
the 25th record for the county.

CORMORANT  Phralacrocorax carbo

Common winter visitor, uncommon but increasing in summers the continental race P c sinensis
now breeds (Amber Listed)

The monthly maxima at the main sites were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Bray GP 15 9 7 1 - - - - 5 1 16 11
Burghfield GPs 36 43 19 - - - - - 14 57 57 44
Dinton Pastures CP 16 15 11 2 4 - - - 8 1 3 10
Eversley GPs 20 22 24 4 4 1 - 2 4 13 24 31
Lower Farm GPs 66 33 20 5 5 2 15 22 20 42 25 19
Queen Mother Res - 230 30 - - - - - 17 16 32 -
Theale GPs 74 M 9 - - - - - 16 - 3 20
Woolhampton GPs - 8 - 8 6 - 10 15 24 21 25 18
Wraysbury GPs 149 83 86 4 - 4 - 144 260 - - 10

The high count of 230 at QMR occurred on Feb 8 (WEBS); the 260 at Wraysbury GPs on
Sep 4 (CDRH) were all on the BA pit. Away from the main sites, 40 were on LLea Fm GP
on Oct 2 (AR). Breeding: at the only Berkshire breeding site (race sinensis), 27 occupied
nests were counted on Mar 26 (JPM). Young were seen but no actual counts were received.

SHAG  Phalacrocorax aristotelis
Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant (Amber listed)

The juv first reported at QMR on Dec 11 2007 remained to winter throughout Jan and was
last seen on Feb 11 (CDRH). There were no further records until the autumn when 2 were
reported from QMR on Aug 20 (ABT) with 1 juv still present there on Aug 26 (MMc) and
Aug 28 (CDRH). At the same time, 2 juvs were located at Moatlands GP on Aug 31 (MFW;
ABT), remaining to Sep 1 (MO).
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BITTERN Botaurus stellaris

Scarce but increasing winter visitor (Schedule 1 and Red listed)

With just 2 records, 2008 is the worst year since 1992 (1 record). First winter: an ad was
located in Lavell’s Lake reedbed on Jan 23 (FJC) and remained until Feb 15 (BAJC). Second
winter: the only report was of a bird flushed from reeds at Dorney W on Dec 3 (H& JWard).

LITTLE EGRET  Egrenta garzerta

Uncommon but increasing visitor (Amber listed)

Records were received from 41 locations, 16 in W Berks, 15 in Mid Berks and 10 in E Berks.
Most records involve 1-5 birds, the monthly maximum day counts at the main sites are
shown in the table. This species is highly mobile so totals in the table should be only used as
an estimate of the monthly population.

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Dinton Pastures/LeaFm GP 2 2 2 1 1 1 2 1 3 2 2 1
Freeman’s Marsh 5 1 1 2 - - 4 5 3 6 6 6
Jubilee River - 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 2 -
Lower Farm GP 2 - 2 - - - 1 1 2 1 5 4
Pingewood GPs 2 3 4 5 4 - 6 4 3 - - -
Wraysbury GPs 5 1 - 1 1 - - - 1 - 2 1
Elsewhere

Number of sites 10 M 11 1 4 0 6 9 1 6 1 1
Number of birds 20 21 23 1 7 0 9 10 1 8 21 19

The high counts of 6 at Freeman’s Marsh occurred on Oct 25 (SAG) with similar counts
made at this site on several dates in Nov and Dec (MO). Six (all adults) were also noted at
Burnthouse Lane GP, Pingewood GPs on Jul 30 (RJB). Away from the main sites 6 were
reported from Donnington GC on Feb 23 (SAG) and 5 were seen on several occasions at
Bagnor CBs in Feb, Nov and Dec (IW; JL). Breeding: there were no confirmed records this
year, however breeding was possible at one Mid Berks site where anglers reported 1-2 pairs
with 3 young (per JA). Evidence supporting this report comes from a record of 5 birds of
which 1 poss 3 were juvs at Burnthouse Lane GP on Jul 24 (PBT). Further east a juv flew
north over QMR on Jul 26 (CDRH).

2006 three just-fledged juvs (still with head down) were observed in E Berks in early July
and, in view of subsequent events at this site, represent the first proof of successful breeding
in the county (CDRH).

GREY HERON Aprdea cinerea

Locally common resident and winter visitor in small numbers
The monthly totals for sites where Grey Herons are regularly counted are shown in the table.

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Eversley GPs 3 3 3 4 4 2 1 3 1 3 3 7
Windsor Great Park 6 6 4 4 5 5 3 3 2 1 1 1
Lower Farm GP 7 2 1 2 5 2 2 5 4 3 4 5
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Due to the species’ familiarity throughout the county, Grey Herons are under recorded,
thus relatively few records of interest were obtained. The highest counts away from breeding
sites were 12 circling Denford Trout Farm on Mar 24 (RGS) and 9 together at Burnthouse
Lane GP on Apr 27 (KEM). Breeding: was reported from 7 locations: at Twyford GPs,
there were 8 occupied nests on Jan 12 and at least 18 birds were in attendance on Apr 14
(MHT) however information on breeding success was not available. Thirteen nests were
occupied at Burghfield GPs in Jan and had increased to 19 in March. A total of 46 young
were counted there on May 3 (JA). Up to 4 nests were occupied at Donnington on Mar 1
(IW; JL) and 3 pairs reared 7 young (SAG). There were 4-5 nests at Aldermaston GP on
Apr 2 (JPM), 3 occupied nests were noted at Heath Lake on Apr 13 (D]S), for the first time
a pair bred at Eversley GPs rearing 2 young (MGLR) and the species was reported to have
bred at Cranemoor Lake Englefield (TABR). Finally a pair attempted to breed in a reedbed
in Windsor Great Pk. The female was observed sitting tight in late Mar- early Apr, but the
nest had been built in an exposed position and higher water levels during April damaged the
structure and caused its abandonment by late Apr (D]B).

RED KITE  Milvus milvus

Common re-introduced resident (Schedule 1 and Amber listed)

Red Kites continue to be the most recorded species in the county with over 1350 records in
2008. Areas where regular counts have been made are shown in the table.

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Aston/Remenham 10 M 7 4 22 3 nc 12 4 4 1 4
Cold Harbour/Know! Hill 5 2 3 nc 7 6 3 nc 6 6 6 3
Combe area 3 6 3 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 nc 1
Compton Downs 4 nc 1 nc 3 nc nc nc 4 4 1 5
Cookham area 16 28 9 15 26 33 nc 23 38 46 nc 38
Dinton Pastures CP 3 5 5 1 5 4 4 1 3 3 1 1
Twyford 3 10 4 11 3 3 4 8 7 6
Woodley 3 2 8 4 4 5 1 5 nc
Woolhampton 1 1 9 1 4 5 3 5 2 2 1 1
Woolley Down 67 70 51 3 nc nc nc nc nc 54 nc 72

As is shown in the table, there were some exceptional counts made at a number of sites.
The Woolley Down roost continues to attract large numbers, the first winter high of 70
occurred there on Feb 17 whilst the second winter high of 72 occurred on Dec 26 (GDS).
Another roost nearby at Sparrows Copse attracted 65 on Dec 5 and 50 on Dec 26 (GDS)
thus a combined total of 122 birds roosted in the area on the latter date. Further east, large
numbers continue to be seen in the Cookham area, 46 together with others seen distantly
on Oct 6 (BDC) being a record for the area. Away from the main sites, noteworthy counts
include 13 together over Warren Row on Jan 21 (D]B), 35 roosting at Ashamstead on Feb
26 (T Culley), 18 attracted to hay-making at Pinkneys Green on Jul 17 (BR) and 14 Cold
Harbour Fm, Hungerford on Sep 29 (ABT). Breeding: as has been the case since Red Kites
were re-introduced into the Chilterns, confirmed breeding records have been few! This may
in some part be due to the lack of observers visiting key areas to look for this species in the
breeding season. Display was noted at 10 sites and more substantive evidence came from
5 locations where birds were either thought to have bred or juveniles were seen. The only

47



definite breeding record came from the SW of the county where a pair was attending a single
young at the nest on Jun 9 (RGS).

MARSH HARRIER Circus aeruginosus

Scarce but increasing passage migrant (Amber listed)

Seven records in 2008 is slightly down on the 2 previous years, emulating the 7 records
of 2005. Spring: at QMR an early male was seen flying high over Horton at 15.45hrs on
Mar 15 (CDRH) heading SE towards Staines Res, Surrey (where it was seen by R Innes 5
minutes later). The following month a fem type was seen at Horton GPs, flying in from the
south, circling then departing north over QMR on Apr 21 (CDRH). Finally a fem flew east
over Windsor Forest from near the New Lodge on May 29 (CDRH). Autumn: began with
2 records at Lower Fm on consecutive days: an imm flew SW over the GP on Aug 24 (NC)
and another imm showing missing primaries on the right wing moved through in a westerly
direction on Aug 25 (NC). A juv was then located quartering the SE edge of QMR on Sep
23 (ABT) before departing to the west and lastly a moulting ad male flew SE over QMR
towards Runnymeade on Oct 15 (FJC et al).

HEN HARRIER  Circus cyaneus

Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor (Red listed)

A better year for records with 6 birds (all ringtails) reported from 5 locations.
First winter: the Cow/Bury Down individual first seen on Dec 20 2007 remained until
Jan 12 (MO) and 1 was seen twice hunting roosting Meadow Pipits in the same field at
Sheepdrove, Lambourn on Jan 16 and 21 (CDRH). A ringtail was seen in the Burghfield GP
area, W of Reading Railway Station, on Feb 22 (Russell Wynn). Autumn/Second winter: 1
was reported flying over Theale Main GP on Sep 21 (TABR). One was then reported from
Bury Down on Nov 24 (RD) and what is presumed to be the same bird was seen again on
Dec 12 (ABT). Finally a ringtail was seen at Eversley GPs on Dec 29-30th (A Hutchinson
et al per MGLR).

MONTAGU’S HARRIER Circus pygargus

Scarce passage migrant and summer visitor (Schedule 1 and Amber listed)

The only records this year came from the usual area on the county boundary between Apr
26 (BTB; ABT; MFW) and Jun 2 (PBT).

GOSHAWK  Accipiter genzilis

Rare visitor

There were two acceptable records in 2008. The first involved an imm that was seen twice
over Wood Pond, Windsor Forest on Mar 7 (D]JB). The second was an adult female that was
seen well at Withymead NR at South Stoke in Oxfordshire before flying off South across the
R. Thames and passing into Berkshire at Streatley on Dec 12th (B & J Shaw).
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SPARROWHAWK  Accipiter nisus

Common and widespread resident

Sparrowhawks were reported from throughout the county and continues to maintain its
status as one of our more common birds of prey. Breeding: like all of our breeding raptors,
reports confirming breeding were few and only came from 3 locations. These being Eling,
a family party on Jul 4 (JLe), Southcote, 2 calling juvs on Aug 8 (RM) and Gorrick Wood,
1 calling juv on Aug 10 (RM). Probable breeding occurred in the Cookham area when
independent juvs were seen in Aug and Sep (BDC) and a pair was observed mating and
nest building at South Lake Reading in Apr-May (MSFW), unfortunately the outcome is
not known. Adults carrying food was noted at Donnington, Greenham Common, Woodside
and Sonning and display was observed at a further 8 locations. Sparrowhawks are known to
take a wide variety of prey species and this year 10 species were identified including 7 species
from SPA’s Twyford garden alone! The most unusual being a Wood Pigeon taken by an adult
male in Woodley on Mar 1 (DNTR) plus an Acrocephalus warbler (Reed or Sedge) taken at
Lavell’s Lake on Sep 1 (PBT). Lastly a juv male caught and ringed at Crookham Common
on Oct 30 was then re-trapped on Dec 19 (JPM).

COMMON BUZZARD  Buteo buteo

Common and widespread resident and passage migrant

The high visibility of this species as it soars over our countryside has led to nearly 1000
records being submitted to the 2008 report. Recorded throughout the county, this species
rivals Red Kite for the title of Berkshires most common raptor. The monthly high counts
from the most regularly reported areas are shown in the table below.

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Cold Harbour, Know! Hill 3 3 3 - 4 - - - 8 M 7
Combe area 11 6 8 14 3 3 1 4 3 2 - -
Compton to Streatley 2 3 10 - 9 - - - 3 - - 4
Cookham area 19 4 - 2 3 1 - - 9 7 - 3
Dinton Pastures/ Lea Fm 2 4 6 4 3 2 - 11 3 1 1
Greenham Common 6 - 5 - 2 2 2 5 - 1
area

Pingewood GPs - 1 2 4 2 - 1 1 10 5 2
Windsor Great Park 2 7 2 1 1 3 4 1 5 1 5 3
Woolhampton GPs 3 3 2 8 6 5 2 4 6 5 - -

The high count of 19 at Cookham occurred on Jan 27 and included 15 birds passing over
heading west (BDC). Other counts from the table include 10 Lough Down Streatley, Mar
18 (GP), 14 Combe Bottom, Apr 5 (IW; JL), 10 Burnthouse Lane, Sep 13 (KEM), 11
Lea Fm, Sep 14 (FJC) and 11 Cold Harbour, Nov 1 (D]JB). Away from the tabled sites, 11
were seen on the downs between Woolley and Farnborough, Jan 27 (GDS), 8 at Englefield
on Mar 19 (R]B) and Sep 21 (RCr), 8 North Heath, Apr 5 (MJT), 9 Wasing Fm, May
9 (DJB), 9 Widbrook Common, Sep 28 (BDC) and 9 Woolley Park on Dec 14 (GDS).
Breeding: occupied nests were located at Warren Row (BDC), Waltham St Lawrence and
the Compton Downs (D]B). Family groups were found in Windsor Great Park on Jul 13
(MHu) and Moor Copse on Jul 22 (PG). Calling juveniles, indicative of breeding were
heard near Chaddleworth and Brightwalton (GDS), more independent juvs were noted at 5
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further sites and would suggest breeding nearby. Earlier in the year, display was noted at an
additional 15 sites. Throughout the year there was a steady trickle of reports of birds at the
extreme ends of the colour spectrum for this species. These very dark or very pale individuals
still cause confusion with the inexperienced or unwary often being misidentified as either
Honey Buzzard or Rough-legged Buzzard...

OSPREY  Pandion haliaetus

Scarce but increasing passage migrant (Amber listed)

With 17 records involving at least 15-16 birds, 2008 was one of the best ever years for this
species. Spring: began with a series of records, probably involving 2 birds for Apr 5 with 1
flying NW over Eversley GPs (IHB per MGLR), 1 flying N over Lavell’s Lake (BTB) and 1
flying W over Bury Down (CRe). Another bird visited Eversley GPs on Apr 7 (CRG) whilst
a radio-tagged female (named Logie) was tracked through the county— though never actually
seen — first roosting at Virginia Water on Apr 13, before moving NW over Windsor Great
Park and Maidenhead, then moving into Oxon before re-entering Berks near Streatley and
remaining in the Lower Basildon/Beale Pk area before roosting on the Oxon side of the R
Thames on Apr 14.;L.ogie remained in this area until 09.00hrs on Apr 15 when she resumed
her migration. One circled Horton GPs before departing to the W along the Jubilee River
on Apr 28 (CDRH). After no records in May, the last of the spring was located over Theale
Main GP on Jun 10 (KEM) and Jun 11 (JAn). Autumn: records began with 1 at Windsor
Marina (PNe) and lheading south over Barkham (D]S) both on Aug 11. Another satellite-
tracked individual (named Beatrice) was in the Binfield area on Aug 18-19 and probably
accounts for the sighting of 1 flying W over the Downshire GC, Bracknell on Aug 19 (T
Rogers). One flying over Woolhampton GPs on Aug 29 (GEW) was followed by singles
heading S-SE over QMR on Sep 4 and 8 (CDRH). There were no further records until late
Sep when 1 flew WSW over Woodley on Sep 23 (FJC), followed by a juv over Theale Main
GP and Moatlands GP on Sep 28 (ABT; JA) and finally 1 at Eversley GPs on Oct 8 (M G
Philpott per MGLR).

KESTREL  Faico tinnunculus

Common and widespread resident (Amber listed)

Widely reported throughout the county although, apart from breeding records, no count
exceeded 4 birds. Breeding: was confirmed at 19 locations involving 20 pairs and was
probable at a further 2 sites. Only Eversley GPs reported more than 1 pair with 2 pairs
rearing only 3 juvs (MGLR). Ringing in the west of the county resulted in 14 young ringed
from 4 nests, of which 3 were in nest boxes and the other in a barn (JPM), no reported brood
was larger than 4.

RED-FOOTED FALCON  Falco vespertinus

Rare vagrant

The near record (second to 1992) spring influx into Britain with over 60 birds reported during
May and June presented Berkshire with 2 records, including the first multiple occurrences
for the county. On May 30 a f/s male and fem were found feeding over Woolhampton GPs
just before dusk (SNP; KGW et al). The following day both birds were still present but from
Jun 1 only the male was seen until its departure on Jun 5 (MO). Therefore it was something
of a surprise for KEM when he relocated the fem on Jun 7 (had it been overlooked in the
recent poor weather?). Another fem was spotted above the A4 at Colnbrook, at 18.30hrs on
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May 31; it then moved to adjacent horse-pastures where it lingered until 18.50hrs and then
flew north over the M4, into Bucks, and was lost to view (CDRH). These constitute the 9th
and 10th records for Berks.

MERLIN  Falco columbarius

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant which has increased in recent years (Amber listed)

The best year since 2003, with 23 records from 15 locations involving at least 23 birds.
First winter: a male was reported from Bury/Cow Down on Jan 3 (ABT) and what was
probably the same bird on Jan 6 (JRe). A fem flew N over the Compton Downs on Jan 5
(ABT; DJB) and a male was located at Cold Harbour, Knowl Hill on Jan 7 (PNe et al)
remaining to Feb 28 (RCW). A fem/imm was hunting over fields at North Hidden Fm,
Hungerford on Feb 2 (D]B) and another fem/imm was located on the perimeter fence of
White Waltham Airfield on Feb 8 (CDRH). What was possibly the January Bury/Cow Down
male was seen again, attacking linnets on Feb 10 (I D Paine). One was reported from Mount
Hill, Bagnor on Feb 27 (JL) and a male caught a Meadow Pipit at Borough Marsh on Mar
23 (ABT). Finally 1 visited Woolhampton GP on Mar 30 (M]D). Second winter: an early
male put in a rare and brief appearance at Dinton Pastures where it flew S over Black Swan
Lake on Sep 2 (ADB). This was followed by a fem/imm on the Compton Downs on Sep 8
(ABT) and a male at Bury/Cow Down on Sep 20 (CRe). Passage continued into October
and was most evident early in the month when 1 (prob fem) flew SW over Ruscombe on
Oct 2 (PBT), 1 fem chasing Meadow Pipits over Englefield on Oct 3 (RCr), 1 resting on
the central tower in QMR on Oct 4 (CDRH; ABT) and later a male at Borough Marsh on
Oct 20 (ABT). There were no confirmed records for Nov but an influx occurred in Dec
with 1 fem/imm Bray GP on Dec 3 (CDRH), a fem Greenham Common, Dec 6 (NC), 2 (1
catching a Starling) on Bury/Cow Down, Dec 7 (MJD), 1 ad fem Cold Harbour on Dec 10
(CDRH), 1 male Bray GP, Dec 15 (BDC), 1 on the Lambourn Downs, Dec 15 (D]S) and a
fem/imm there on Dec 17 (CDRH) — may refer to the same bird — and a male, possibly one
of the Dec 7 birds flew north over Bury/Cow Down on Dec 29 (R]B).

HOBBY  Falco subbuteo

Locally common summer visitor and passage migrant (Schedule 1)

The recent history of the Hobby in Berkshire is one of continued increase, both as a passage
migrant and summer resident, however confirmed breeding records remain low and in most
years are exclusive to E Berks! In 2008 birds were reported from 104 locations, 17 in W
Berks, 38 in M Berks and 49 in E Berks. The monthly status is shown in the table.

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Number of sites 0 0 0 22 33 3 26 32 34 1 0 0
Minimum number of birds 0 0 0 34 8 70 39 63 63 2 0 0

Apr-Jun: first arrivals involved 1 at Frogmill Hurley on Apr 10 (SJF; FMF) and 1 nearby at
Borough Marsh on Apr 14 (ABT). The main arrival began from Apr 20—21 when at least 10
birds were reported, and continued into May. The highest April count of 4 at Woolhampton
GPs on Apr 2627 (KEM) was a prelude to the events at this site in May. Whilst no other
site could muster any more than 4 birds during most of May, numbers at Woolhampton GPs
were steadily increasing with 9 on May 6 (AEDH), 16 on May 10 (MJT) and peaking at a
county record count of 20 on May 13 (AEDH). Numbers remained high through the rest
of the month with 16 on May 27 (KEM) and into June with 12 on Jun 2 (NC) and Jun 5
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(LRB). Elsewhere 8+ were located hawking over Wraysbury GPs on May 25 (CDRH) and 7
were present at Moatlands GPs on May 31 (JA). Jul-Sep: although the frequency of records
remained high, counts were much lower than the spring totals with monthly highs of 5 taking
Caddis Flies over QMR on Jul 21 (CDRH) and 8 at Saches Island, Cookham on both Aug
28 and Sep 13 (BDC). Breeding: only confirmed in E Berks and involved 3 pairs rearing
5 young (PJC; LFo). Breeding was probable at a further 3 E Berks locations where pairs
were present at regular breeding sites during May-June but not checked later (D]JB) and was
possible at another 9 sites where juvs were seen, sometimes accompanied by adults. However
it is likely that some of these records refer to migrants. The only Oct records this year came
from QMR where 2 were present on Oct 4-5 (CDRH) and 1 on Oct 11 (MFW).

PEREGRINE FALCON Falco peregrinus

Uncommon but increasing visitor throughout the year (Schedule 1)

Records were received from 56 locations throughout the county; the monthly site status is
shown in the table.

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Number of sites where 17 16 15 8 6 9 6 7 12 11 13 12
birds recorded

The table shows that although records are more frequent in the winter months, spring and
summer records are still increasing and the total of 9 locations recording birds in June is very
encouraging. Most records involve 1-2 birds visiting isolated locations,but there are some
sites that hold birds almost all year. These include the long-time regular sites of Theale GPs,
where up to 5 different birds were reported during the year, including the only count of 3
(2m 1f) on Feb 2 (KEM) and a pair taking up residence in the 2nd winter and QMR where a
pair resided throughout Jan—Jun and again from Sep to Dec (plus an imm female in Oct) and
appear to have taken to the nest box provided for them. A pair has also taken up residence on
the empty 3M building in Bracknell and remained all year. Other regular sites include the BT
Building in Newbury and the Thames Tower in Reading. Some locations are also favoured
for hunting, and these include Dinton Pastures CP, Eversley GPs, Pingewood GPs, Lower
Fm GP and Wraysbury GDPs. It is impossible to know how many Peregrines were present
in Berks during 2008 as many records away from the main sites are probably of resident
birds undertaking hunting forays into surrounding areas. When Prey has been mentioned in
reports it seems that our birds prefer medium sized bird species such as pigeons Lapwings,
Golden Plovers and Corvids, and one was watched briefly chasing a Hobby at Horton GPs
on Sep 27 (CDRH)

WATER RAIL  Rallus aquaticus

Uncommon winter visitor (often overlooked) and a rare summer resident

Records were received from 26 locations, 12 in W Berks, 8 in M Berks and 6 in E Berks. The
monthly status is shown in the table.

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Number of sites 18 13 11 4 3 0 2 2 4 9 11 12
Minimum number of birds 38 26 16 6 3 0 2 2 6 14 14 20
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First winter: January was easily the most productive month for records and although
numbers reported from the county’s premier site, Thatcham Marsh, were low, other
locations stepped in to fill the breech! There were 4 at Moatlands GPs on Jan 1 (JA), 7 at
DorneyW on Jan 23 (BDC) and 5 in Windsor Great Pk on Jan 27 (D]B). Constant checking
of the reedbeds at Lavell’s Lake revealed 4 on Feb 7 (FJC) while numbers increased to 5
at Moatlands GPs on Feb 17th (JA). By late Feb many sites had already been vacated,
however birds were still present at 11 sites in March, their squealing pig calls betraying their
presence. Spring: 4 sites reported birds in April, all singles except for 3 at Thatcham Marsh
on Apr 13 (IW; JL). In May birds were largely confined to the counties larger reedbeds
with 1 at Thatcham Marsh on May 3 (IW; JL), 1 Kintbury Cressbeds, May 4 (RGS) and 1
giving alarm calls in Windsor Great Pk on May 11 (D]B), there were no records for June!
Autumn: there were 2 records for Jul 13, 1 at Linear Pk Calcot (RCr) and 1 at Thatcham
Marsh (IW; JL). These 2 sites were also the hosts to all 3 August records. As birds
became more vocal, reports increased, this was especially apparent from late September.
Second winter: October began with the only reported juv of the year, a migrant along with
2 others heard at Horton GP on Oct 2 (CDRH). During this period, birds were reported
widely but numbers only exceeded 2 on 3 occasions, the above record and 3 at Woolhampton
GPs on Dec 7 (KEM) and 4 at Lavell’s Lake on Dec 28th (AR).

CORNCRAKE Crex crex

Rare vagrant, formally bred (Schedule 1 and Red listed)

A singing male took up residence in a large wheat field at Hurst from about Jun 6 to at least
Jun 27 (MO). It was reported to the County Recorder by the sleep-deprived residents on
Jun 17 and was then heard daily (nightly) until Jun 27, but there were few — if any — genuine
sightings, due to the height of the crop. The reason for the bird’s protracted stay may have
been the condition of the cereal crop which had clearly not been treated with herbicide, the
thick growth of weeds also supporting good numbers of Skylark and Pheasant. This is the
second record in 4 years (after a gap of 22 years).

MOORHEN  Gallinula chioropus

Common and widespread resident, found almost anywhere there is open water

Monthly maxima at main sites where counts are regular were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Freemen’s Marsh - 12 13 12 18 16 11 11 9 - 7 -
Lower Farm GP 17 14 22 13 11 7 11 15 12 12 18 10
Thatcham Discovery Centre 31 24 16 10 4 - 5 12 21 24 21 24

The high count of 31 at Thatcham DCL occurred on Jan 1 (GJS). Elsewhere 16 were
counted along the Green Way in Maidenhead on Jan 2 (DF),34 on the Maidenhead Ditch
south of Cookham on Jan 8 (WAS), 35 at Eversley GPs in Feb (MGLR), 20 were at
Whiteknights Lake on Feb 4 (LBM) and 27 were along the Jubilee River on Nov 10 (BDC).
Breeding: as expected for such a common and familiar species, Moorhens are generally
ignored by the majority of observers, thus breeding was reported from only 10 sites, involving
18 broods.

53



CcOooOoT Fulica atra

Common resident and winter visitor
The monthly maxima at the main sites were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Burghfield GPs 404 154 178 - - - - - 128 157 196 254
Dinton Pastures CP 143 113 44 - - - - - - 19 80 61
Eversley GPs 215 109 89 - 46 46 30 - 115 104 208 232
Windsor Great Park 50 54 57 50 75 107 130 213 91 30 40 40
Lower Farm GP 86 92 65 48 43 52 78 108 80 128 138 132
Summerleaze GPs 79 37 61 - - - - - - 223 138 148
Thatcham Discovery Centre % 17 14 12 M - 29 22 32 34 32 M
Theale GPs 906 309 89 - - - - — 358 120* 985 1000

*Count not complete

The high count of 1000 at Theale GPs occurred on Dec 14 (RJB) and included 646 on
Theale Main GP. Away from the sites in the table, 260 were counted on Wraysbury GPs
on Jan 4 (DGC). Breeding was reported from many sites within the county, however this
species is still under recorded, the largest breeding population reported was in Windsor
Great Pk where at least 15 pairs bred (DJB) though chick mortality was high, probably due
to predation by Pike. A leucistic individual first seen by CDRH at Wraysbury GPs in Nov
2007 remained into 2008, being reported on Jan 1 (DJB) and then intermittently to Mar 8
(CDRH). This bird also visited Windsor Great Pk on Mar 2 (D]B).

OYSTERCATCHER  Haematopus ostralegus

Uncommon but regular passage migrant and occasional winter visitor (Amber listed)

Thirty two records involving 29 to 37 birds were received from 13 locations: 3 in W Berks
and 5 each in Mid and E Berks. First winter: the only record during this period was 1 at
QMR on Jan 30 (CDRH). Spring/Summer: the majority of records occurred during this
period and began with singles at Theale Main GP on Mar 13 (RCr) and Padworth Lane
GP, Mar 15 — 19 (KEM; RJB). There were 7 records in April: 1 Padworth Lane GP, Apr 6
(NR; MFW) and Apr 11 (KEM), 1 Crookham Common Pools Apr 9 (JPM), 1 Dorney W
Apr 9 (KPD; WMo) and Apr 15 (DBe), 1 Moatlands GP Apr 12 (ADB; KEM), 1 Horton
GP Apr 21 (CDRH), 1 Lower Fm GP also Apr 21 (MO) and 1 QMR Apr 30 (MMc). In
May singles were noted at Summerleaze GP (A Gibbs) and Lea Fm GP (MJM) on May
2, QMR on May 3-4 (MMc CDRH), Hosehill Lake, May 9 (TABR) before 2 appeared at
QMR on May 15 (CDRH). Further singles were noted at Eversley GPs (BMA) and Horton
GP (CDRH) on May 18 and back at QMR on May 31 (CDRH). A series of June- early July
records at 2 sites may possibly refer to just 2 birds and began with 1 at Borough Marsh on
Jun 2-5 (ABT; CDRH) increasing to 2 on Jun 11, (CDRH), Jun 21 (HRN; ABT), Jun 28
(ABT) then 1, Jul 3-10 (CDRH). Meanwhile 2 were located at Lea Fm GP on Jun 11, being
seen intermittently until Jul 4 (FJC). As the crow flies these 2 locations are just over 3 miles
apart and both are close to the R Loddon. Autumn: an early bird at Hosehill Lake on Jul
9 (BU) was followed with 1 at Eversley GPs on Aug 4 (BMA), an adult in moult at QMR
on Aug 16 (CDRH), 1 Woolhampton GP, Sep 4 (JPM), 1juv QMR, Sep 7 (MMC; CDRH)
and finally 2 at Woolhampton GP on Sep 15 (JPM).
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AVOCET Recurwvirostra avosetta

Rare passage migrant (Amber listed)
There were 2 records involving 4 birds, all in the spring. The first record involved 2 initially
swimming in the middle of Theale Main GP on Mar 31 (RCr et al) and 2 were located at Lea
Fm GP on May 11 (D] Barnes et al) that showed well all day and were not even disturbed
by a low-flying Lancaster Bomber!

STONE CURLEW Burhinus oedicnemus

Scarce and localised summer visitor, very rare away from breeding grounds
(Schedule 1 and Amber listed)

Records were received from 2 downland areas in W Berks. At the first, an area where this
species has only recently occurred, a pair was located on May 7 (D]B). At the traditional
downland area, birds were first reported on Apr 5 (MFW). Records point to at least 6 pairs
being present and breeding was confirmed from at least 2 territories (ABT; MJT; MEFW).
There were no reports of autumn flocks this year and the last record involved 2 on Sep 8
(ABT). Unfortunately the results of the annual RSPB survey were not available.

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER Charadrius dubius

Uncommon summer visitor and passage migrant, population levels fluctuate due to the amount
of available habitar (Schedule 1)

Recorded from 16 locations throughout the county, the monthly maximum counts at the
main sites are:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Crookham/Greenham - - 5 8 7 7 2 - - — _ _
Common

Eversley GPs - - 1 6 6 6 12 2 - - - -
Horton GPs - - 2 4 4 - 1 - - - - _
Lea Fm GP - - 2 3 2 - 4 - - - - —
Pingewood GPs - - 5 7 6 9 9 1 - - - _
Woolhampton GPs - - - 2 2 5 - - - - - _
Elsewhere

Number of sites - - - 5 6 2 3 1 - - - _
Number of birds - - - 14 12 7 7 1 - - - _

Spring: the first returning birds arrived simultaneously on Mar 17 with 2 at Greenham
Common (NC), 1 Eversley GPs (BMA) and 2 at Horton GPs (CDRH). Numbers increased
to 5 at Greenham Common on Mar 26 (NC) and 4 pairs were present there on Apr 11
(JL) but these birds were under constant pressure from disturbance by human activities.
Elsewhere, good numbers had taken up residence at both Eversley GPs (3 pairs during
Apr-Jun: MGLR) and Pingewood GPs where 6-9 birds were present during Apr-Jun
(MO). Away from the main sites, 6 were located at Field Fm GP on Apr 12 (KEM) and
6 were at Padworth Lane GP on several dates in May (KEM). Breeding: was attempted
at 8 sites: at Bray GP a pair reared 3 young (KPD;WAS), 1 pair had 3 young (1 ringed) at
Greenham Common on May 31 (IW; JL) and 2 small chicks were located there on Jul 13
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(SAQG), 2 pairs laid eggs at Horton GP but 1 nest that was close to working machinery was
subsequently deserted. A fully fledged juv was present there on Jul 20 (CDRH). A bird was
located on a nest at Field Fm, Calcot on May 3 (JA) and nearby at Theale GPs, 1pair reared
ly (KEM). Pingewood GPs held 3 breeding pairs all hatching young but it is not clear how
many fledged (KEM) and a pair reared at least 1 young at Woolhampton GPs (GEW; KEM).
A reported 5 pairs attempted to breed at Eversley GPs with at least 5 young hatched (MGLR),
however it is not clear if all of these birds were in Berks and records submitted to the Berks
Database indicate that only 3 pairs may have been in Berks, 1 pair rearing 2 young (BMA).
Autumn: passage began in July and was most evident at Eversley GPs where of 11 seen on
Jul 12, 5 (2ad 3juv) were migrants. The following day 12 birds were present including 5 juvs
from elsewhere (BMA). An adult visited Theale Main GP on Jul 29 (RCr) and in August
single juvs were reported from Pingewood GPs on Aug 14-16 (KEM; PD), Eversley GP on
Aug 21 (BMA) and finally at Hosehill Lake on Aug 23 (RCr)

RINGED PLOVER  Charadrius hiaticula

Uncommon passage migrant and now a declining summer visitor (Amber listed)

Birds were reported from 10 locations throughout the county. The monthly site totals are
shown in the table.

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Eversley GPs - - - - 2 - - 4 2 - - -
Greenham Common - - 5 5 4 2 5 - - - _ _
Horton GPs - - 2 2 23 3 2 - - - - —
Pingewood GPs - - 1 2 3 5 1 - - - _ _
Elsewhere

Number of sites - - 1 1 4 1 2 1 - - - -
Number of birds - - 1 1 14 2 4 3 - - - _

Spring: began with 1 at Greenham Common on Mar 5 (JL). Numbers at this site had
increased to 5 on Mar 13 (NC) with birds favouring 2 distinct areas of the common.
The first arrivals away from Greenham occurred on Mar 15 with 2 at Horton GP (CDRH)
and 1 at Pingewood GPs (MFW; KEM). One briefly visited Dorney W on Mar 29 (WMo)
whilst another migrant passed through Padworth Lane GP on Apr 13 (DJMi). By mid-
April it was clear that the 3 main sites for the species were Greenham Common, where 1
was observed on a nest on Apr 21 (KEM), Horton GP, where a resident pair was joined by
a third bird on Apr 13 (CDRH) and at Pingewood GPs where 2 were regular, increasing
to 3 in May (PD) and 5 on Jun 13 (KEM). In May a passage of Tundra-type birds (arctic
races including Charadrius h. tundrae) was reported from the east of the county: on May
13 a fem/1stw was located at QMR and nearby a male was found at Horton GP (CDRH).
Then a flock of 19 birds of this race visited Horton GP on May 25, all departing in the
afternoon with Dunlin (CDRH). A late bird (a rather tame male) was also at Horton on
Jun 15 (CDRH). Other birds arriving in May included a long-staying pair at Lower Fm
GP (IW; JL), 2 at Eversley GPs on May 15 (MGLR), 3 at Lea Fm GP on May 16 (FJC)
and 4 at QMR on May 25 (MMc). Breeding: evidence of breeding came from 3 sites,
however only Greenham Common reported young with 2 on May 10 (MJT) and 3 on Jul
16 (GJS) and Jul 27 (SAG). Elsewhere a pair laid 4 eggs at Horton GPs but young were
never seen (CDRH) and a pair was observed mating at Pingewood GPs on Jun 6 (KEM).
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Autumn: passage began in July with singles at QMR on Jul 9 & 14 and 2 on Aug 8 (CDRH).
A juv appeared at Eversley GPs on Aug 17 and 3 ads were there on Aug 31, 2 remaining to
Sep 1 and 1 to Sep 7 (BMA).

DOTTEREL  Charadrius morinellus

Rare but possibly increasing passage migrant (Amber listed)

Bury Down near West Ilsley was the host for 3 records this year involving 5 or 6 birds. The
first record involved a male which entertained many visiting observers on Apr 25 (ABT et
al). Early the following day (Apr 26) a trip of 4 which probably included the previous day’s
male and 3 new females were seen early in the morning (RRK; BBB) but flew off to the NW
and were not after 07.15hrs. Finally a fem was located on May 2 (Ms Deacon; Mr Horwood;
ABT). This is the first year in modern times that there has been more than 1 record and
these continue the run of spring records of recent years with 2006 being the only blank year
since 2003.

GOLDEN PLOVER  Puwialis apricaria

Locally common winter visitor and passage migrant (Amber listed)

Records were received from 44 locations, 18 in W and E Berks and 8 in Mid Berks. The
monthly maximum counts where birds were regularly reported are shown in the table.

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Borough Marsh 540 1120 400 - - - - - 1 197 1470 850
Bury/Cow Down 30 - - - - - - - 1 33 20 150
Cold Harbour/ - 175 600 - - - - - - 136 100 100
Woodlands Pk

Dorney Wetlands/ 1000 2000 - - - - - - - 242 32 230
Slough SF

Greenham Common 100 18 40 60 - - - - - 300 - -
Lower Farm GP 200 70 7 - - - - - - 250 200 44
Elsewhere

Number of sites 6 1 3 3 - - - 1 3 5 11 8
Min. No.of birds 886 631 100 70 - - - 3 8 366 3191 618
Total number of 2756 4014 1147 130 - - - 3 10 1524 5013 1992
birds reported

First winter: the most impressive counts all came from sites east of Reading where heavy
rain had caused the R Thames to burst its banks in January thus creating ideals conditions
at some sites (whilst others were completely submerged). Six hundred at Bray GP on Jan
21 (DJB) were probably birds displaced by the flooding of Dorney W and although high
counts did come from this site, they were of birds circling overhead. The 2000+ seen on
Feb 7 (D]B) appeared to land at Dorney Lake in Bucks. Borough Marsh near Wargrave
became very attractive to this species and the count of 1120 there on Feb 26 (ABT) was, at
the time a site record. As numbers declined during March, the trend was bucked somewhat
at Cold Harbour where 300 on Mar 20 (PBT) had increased to c600 on Mar 30 (BDC).
Birds were reported from 4 sites in April, 2 at Winterbourne on Apr 15 (JL) being the last.
Second winter: 3 at Old Warren near Fawley on Aug 27 (ABT) were the first to return and
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were followed by singles at 4 sites in Sep plus 6 on the Compton Downs on Sep 26-27 (D]B;
ABT). As the season progressed, numbers increased and 15 sites recorded numbers in excess
of 100 birds. Counts of 350 or more included the highest W Berks count of 1200 at Oare
on Nov 6 (CDRH). There followed counts of 550 at Remenham on Nov 17 (D]JB), 1470
Borough Marsh on Nov 20 (HRN), 350 Ruscombe on Nov 23 (MSFW), 424 Remenham
Hill on Nov 29 (ABT) and 850 Borough Marsh on Dec 6 (ABT). Due to the close proximity
of the latter 4 sites these records may to some extent, refer to the same birds.

GREY PLOVER  Plwialis squatarola

Uncommon but regular passage migrant (Amber listed)

With just 2 records, both of single birds, 2008 has continued the run of poor years for this
species. In the spring, 1 in partial summer plumage was located at Horton GPs on May 4
(CDRH). In the autumn 1 flew west over Lower Fm GP on Oct 19 (NC).

NORTHERN LAPWING Vanellus vanellus

Locally common breeding resident, common winter visitor and passage migrant (Red listed)
The monthly maximum counts at the main sites were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Borough Marsh 320 284 40 4 12 138 160 135 200 200 300 200
Dorney Wetlands 95 500 - 1 - - 2 200 3 132 - 200
Eversley GPs 40 40 12 12 14 63 180 200 223 143 296 224
Lower Farm GP 300 50 25 20 16 26 100 130 130 150 100 100
Pingewood GPs 213 187 8 3 12 165 160 200 - - 140 -

First winter: Lapwings were widely reported throughout the county during the period and
20 sites recorded flocks of 100 or more. High counts involved 500 at Bisham on Jan 1 (PBT)
increasing to 1400 by Jan 17 (D]B), 730 Bray GP on Jan 2 (D]B), 800 Bucklebury on Jan
16 (RCr), 500+ Lea Fm GP on Jan 26 and 28 (AR; FJC) and ¢500 over Dorney W on Feb
7 (D]B). Breeding: evidence of breeding came from an encouraging 32 locations (especially
as this species has just been elevated to the Red List). Display was noted at 7 sites, birds
either on nests or believed to be breeding were found at a further 8 sites and a total of 30
pairs with young were reported from 17 locations, the most productive being Windsor Great
Pk where at least 6 pairs were successful (D]JB; KPD). These totals are the best for many
years. Autumn/Second winter: flocking began in June and although widespread, numbers
did not rival those of the 1st winter. Flocks of 100 or more were found at 16 sites, the highest
counts being 316 on the Compton Downs on Sep 26 (D]JB) and in November a small influx
accounted for counts of 300 at Bucklebury on Nov 16 (DL), 250 at Remenham on Nov 17
(D]B), 296 Eversley GPs on Nov 18 (BMA) and up to 300 regularly at Borough Marsh from
Nov 12 to Dec 4 (D]B; ABT).

KNOT  Calidris canutus
Scarce passage migrant, rare winter visitor (Amber list)

For the third consecutive year there were 2 records. Both were autumn records from QMR
and involved 34 birds. A summer plumaged adult was located in the evening of Jul 28 and
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was still present at 06.30hrs on Jul 29 (CDRH). The second record involved a flock of
33 moving through QMR at 17.02hrs on Sep 7 (CDRH). These birds were all in either
juvenile or winter plumage and were flying low over the water before rapidly gaining height
and departing to the west. This is the second year running that a flock has been observed
migrating over QMR (in 2007, 90 birds were seen flying SW on Aug 19 accompanied by 17
Bar-tailed Godwits).

SANDERLING Calidris alba

Scarce but regular passage migrant

A very good year with 16 records involving 33 birds making 2008 one of the best ever
years for this species Spring: passage was recorded from 4 sites with most records coming
from QMR. At QMR the first record involved 1 on May 13, further records were 1 s/p
May 21, 2 s/p May 25, 4 May 26 (CDRH), 8 May 27 (CDRH; ABT) and 6 s/p Jun 3
(CDRH). Elsewhere 1 was located at Eversley GPs on May 26 (R M Warden per MGLR),
1 Burnthouse Lane GP on May 29 (TABR) and 1 s/p at Horton GP on Jun 4 (CDRH).
Autumn: all records came from QMR and began with a worn s/p adult on Jul 16, 1 s/p Aug
8,1 w/p Aug 4, 1 Aug 5 (CDRH), 1 ad moulting into w/p on Sep 3 (L. Matthews; CDRH),
2 (1ad 1juv) on Sep 4 and finally 1juv Sep 8 (CDRH)

LITTLE STINT  Calidris minuta

Scarce passage migrant, principally in autumn

With only 6 records this year, the recent run of poor showings of this species continues,
the last year when there were more than 10 records was 2001. Spring: the only record, a
summer plumaged ad, was located at Horton GP on May 13 and remained until May 14
(CDRH). Autumn: an ad was located on the Crookham Common Pools on Aug 9 (SAG).
Two juvs were then present at Borough Marsh from Sep 10 to 13 (CDRH et al) and another
juv appeared there on Sep 18-19 (MFW et al). The last records involved a juv at Eversley
GPs from Oct 8 to 10 (BMA et al) and an unaged individual there on Oct 16 (P Boult).

DUNLIN Calidris alpina

Fairly common passage migrant, uncommon winter visitor (Red listed)

Although there were no winter records, both migration periods were busy with a total of
54 records (30 in spring and 24 in autumn) involving up to 116 birds (84 in spring and 32
in autumn) from 11 locations throughout the county. Spring: 1 at Crookham Common
(KEM) and Lower Fm GP (IW; JL) on Mar 1, probably relating to the same bird, was the
first report of the year. Records then spanned the period from Mar 17 (1 QMR: CDRH)
to May 31 (1 Eversley GPs: MGLR), usually involving 1-3 birds. Higher counts were 4 at
Burnthouse Lane GP, Pingewood GPs on Apr 19 (MO), 5 QMR on Apr 27 (ABT) and 6
all in s/p at Horton GPs on May 25 (CDRH). What may have been easily the highest count
came from Burghfield GPs when a flock of 40 small waders flew over on May 3, those that
were identified being Dunlin (JA). Autumn: an early s/p adult passed through Eversley GPs
on Jun 21 (BMA) and was followed by 3 singles at 2 sites in July. The bulk of autumn passage
occurred at QMR with 4 s/p adults on Aug 2 (CDRH) a group of 5 were there on Aug 12
(WMo) and 4 juvs on Aug 15 (CDRH) being the peak counts. From late August, all records
referred to single birds, the last of the year being seen at Eversley GPs (BMA) and Lower Fm
GP (NC) on Nov 2 and at Borough Marsh on Nov 20-22 (HRN; ABT)
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RUFF  Philomachus pugnax

Uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor (Red listed)

With only 3 records, 2008 is the worst year since at least 1974 and possibly since 1932 and
highlights the lack of good wader habitat that can be found within the county at this time.
Spring: the only record was of a white plumed male at Borough Marsh on Mar 15 (ABT).
Autumn: 1 was reported from the Thatcham area (probably Lower Fm GP) on Aug 29
(BJW) and 2 juvs showed well at Borough Marsh from Sep 13 (G Walshe) to Sep 20 (MO).

JACK SNIPE  Lymnocryptes minimus

Uncommon and localised winter visitor and passage migrant (Amber listed)

Records were received from 8 locations, 2 in W Berks and 3 in both Mid and E Berks, most
records involving just 1-2 birds. First winter: recorded from 5 locations during this period,
the year began with the year’s highest count of 6 at Burnthouse Lane on Jan 1 (BTB). Twos
were also located on Greenham Common on Jan 1 and Jan 5 (NC) and Horton GPs on
Jan 2 (CDRH). The next records involved single birds at Eversley GPs on Jan 19 (IHB) and
Burnthouse Lane GP on Jan 26 (KEM). The only records in February came from Horton
GPs with 4 records from Feb 12 to Feb 25 with a peak of 3 on Feb 18 (CDRH). March
was slightly more productive with 1 at Decoy Heath on Mar 1 (MFW), 2 Horton GP on
Mar 5 and 1 there Mar 24 (CDRH), 2 Greenham Common on Mar 13 and 1 there on
Mar 17 and 23 (NC). The only April record involved 1 at Horton GP on Apr 10 (CDRH).
Second winter: 1 at Lavell’s Lake on Sep 29 (FJC) was followed by singles at Horton GP
on Oct 2 and 26 (CDRH), Greenham Common on Oct 3 (ABT) and Dorney W on Oct 22
(BDC). There were 3 at Horton GP on Nov 3, 1 there Nov 22 and 2 Nov 26 (CDRH), 1
was seen at Greenham Common on Nov 25 and 27 (AEDH) and Midgham held 1 on Nov
22 and Dec 30 (CDRH). Other December records involved singles at Decoy Heath on Dec
11 (A Coulson-Phillips per JLe), Eversley GP on Dec 27 (IHB), Lavell’s Lake Dec 29 (A
McMahon) and at Horton GP 1-2 were seen on 5 dates, with the last 2 on Dec 31 (CDRH).

COMMON SNIPE Gallinago gallinago

Common but declining winter visitor and passage migrant, now scarce in summer and no longer
breeds (Amber listed)

Records were received from 38 locations, 13 in W Berks, 16 in Mid Berks and 9 in E Berks.
The monthly maximum counts at the main sites were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

DintonPasturesCP/LeaFmGP 43 29 20 2 0 0 0 0 4 6 1 25
Dorney Wetlands 16 22 5 M1 0 0 0 0 15 62 8 4
Eversley GPs 29 4 M 4 1 1 1 5 4 1 1 4
Lower Farm GPs 5 3 3 2 0 0 2 12 19 2 24 18
Padworth Lane GP 4 7 18 13 0 0 0 1 1 9 22 18
Pingewood GPs 1217 7 10 0 0 1 1 5 10 5 20
Woolhampton GPs 2 7 4 6 0 0 0 0 3 2 15 9
Elsewhere

Number of sites 10 1 5 6 1 0 1 2 6 4 7 1

Minimum number of birds 23 43 29 9 1 0 1 7 43 12 14 26
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First winter/Spring: only 6 sites held more than 10 birds, the 43 reported on Jan 24
(FJC) from Lavell’s Lake DPCP was possibly a records count for the site. Away from the
main sites listed in the table, good numbers were discovered wintering near Ruscombe
with 17 on Feb 1 and 21 on Mar 28 (D]B). Although still widespread in April, there
were only 2 reports for May with singles at Crookham Common on May 13 (MJT) and
Eversley GPs on May 17 (MGLR). This or another bird was seen again on Jun 7 (MGLR).
Autumn/Second winter: return passage began in July with 1 over the R Thames near Bray
on Jul 24 (KPD) and singles at Lower Fm GP (NC) and Burnthouse Lane, Pingewood GPs
(KEM) on Jul 26. Numbers were slow to build up and it was Aug 24 before the first count
to exceed 10 was reported (12 at Lower Fm GP: NC). The highest September count was 20
at Horton GP on Sep 23 (CDRH) and was followed by 62 at Dorney W on Oct 22 (BDC).
This was the highest count of the year. Numbers remained reasonable throughout the rest of
the winter period with the highest reported count being 25 at Lea Fm GP on Dec 7 (FJC). An
unusual record involved 1 flushed from beside the Ridgeway at Bury Down on Dec 29 (R]B).

WOODCOCK  Scolopax rusticola

Localised resident in small numbers which has shown signs of local declines, more widely reported
n winter (Amber listed)

Reported from 47 locations, 21 in W Berks, 8 in M Berks and 22 in E Berks, of these, 24
localities recorded birds during the Apr-Jul breeding season. First winter: reported from
20 locations usually of single birds. Higher counts involved 3 Moor Copse on Jan 20 (JLe),
4-5 flying from Gorrick Woods towards Queens Mere at dusk on Feb 3 (RJG), 2 flushed
at Bowdown Wood on Feb 17 (RRK) and 2 flushed at Ashley Hill on Mar 9 (ABT).
Spring/Summer: as already mentioned, birds were reported from 24 locations during the
period however records that indicated possible breeding (roding males) came from only
20 sites. Records from the other 4 sites lacked details! Sites where 1-2 roding birds were
reported were: Greenham Common (MO), Hermitage (MJT), Mortimer (RCr), Roundoak
Piece Padworth (PD), Snow Hill Windsor Great Pk (MSFW), Stockcross (SAG), Wild
Boar Enclosure Windsor Great Pk (MSFW), Wishmoor Bottom (PM), Mapleash Wood,
Winterbourne (JLe), Wood End (MSFW), South Forest Windsor (MSFW). Higher counts
of roding males involved: 7 Cranbourne Chase, Windsor Forest, May 10-11 (MSFW; D]B),
3-5Wickham, May 25 (SAG), 3 Caesars Camp, Swinley Forest, May 30 (JCr), 4 Bucklebury
Common, Jun 1 (NC), 5 Frilsham, Jun 8 (RCr), 4 High Standinghill Woods, Windsor
Forest, Jun 8 (D]JB), 6 Padworth Common, Jun 18 (JA) and Jun 30 (KEM), 3 Lower Star
Post, Swinley Forest, Jun 24 (D]B) and 4 Snelsmore Common on Jun 25 (JD). There were
no records confirming breeding! Autumn/Second winter: reported from 15 locations
during the period and apart from single records in Aug and Sep, all fell within Nov-Dec and
involved single birds in areas away from summering sites.

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT  Limosa limosa

Scarce passage migrant (Red listed)

Reported from 7 locations during the year, involving 18 records totalling 36 birds.
First winter: 1 w/p at Borough Marsh on Feb 13 (CDRH) equals the earliest ever record
for Berks (1 Eversley GPs in 1993) and is only the second Feb record for the county. There
were no spring records. Autumn: the first returning migrant appeared at Eversley GPs on
Jun 28 (L Spiers; IHB) and was followed by lat Lavell’s Lake on Jul 8 (MWh), a moulting
ad at Eversley GPs on Jul 13 (BMA) and 6 flew SSE over QMR on Jul 31 (CDRH). Records
increased in August with a series of records at Eversley GPs involving 1 on Aug 3 (BMA), 2
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Aug 4 (GR), 1 Aug 5 (MGLR) and 10 on Aug 11 (BMA). Elsewhere 2 flew east over QMR
on Aug 10 (CDRH), there were 2 at Lower Fm GP on Aug 16 (NC) then 1 there on Aug
22 (NC) and a juv visited both Lea Fm GP (ADB) and Lavell’s Lake (MWh) on Aug 23
before settling at the latter site and remaining there until Sep 5 (MO). What may have been
the Lavells Lake bird was seen flying SW over Twyford GPs on Sep 2 (ADB) and finally 2
single birds appeared at either ends of the county on Sep 6, 1 being seen at Lower Fm GP
(MO) and the other at QMR (CDRH). Second winter: the year ended as it began with a
record from Borough Marsh. This time 3 were noted there on Nov 22 (ABT), the first Nov
record since 2002.

BAR-TAILED GODWIT  Limosa lapponica

Scarce passage migrant primarily in spring (Red listed)

A poor year with only 2 records involving 2 birds. In the spring 1 was located resting on an
island in Black Swan Lake, Dinton Pastures CP on May 18 (MWh et al). The second record
was unusually late, a singleton seen flying high to the west over QMR at 09.30hrs on Nov 22
(CDRH). This is only the third November record for Berks, the others being 1 Manor Farm
(Reading SF) on 24 Nov 1925 and 1 over Horton GPs on 24 Nov 1973.

WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus

Uncommon passage migrant (Red listed)

There were 24 records involving 54—57 birds from 10 locations, making 2008 the best ever
year for records and only bettered by 1988 (111 birds) for the number of birds involved.
Spring: there were 20 records involving 50-53 birds. Passage began in mid-April with 1 at
Eversley GPs on Apr 13 (BMA). There followed 4 flying NE over QMR (CDRH) and 2
flying E over Hurley (SJF; FMF) on Apr 16, 2 (possibly the Hurley birds) at Borough Marsh
on Apr 17 (HRN et al), 8 circled Woolhampton GP before heading north on Apr 19 (KEM),
1 flew E over QMR on Apr 20 (CDRH) and 1 flew E over Hurley on Apr 21 (CDRH). There
were 3 records on Apr 23, 3 briefly visited Theale Main GP (KEM), 4 were observed feeding
on Caddis Flies at Horton GP (CDRH) and 2 were located at Greenham Common (AEDH;
NC). After a report of 1 on the Lambourn Downs, there was a series of QMR records with
5 on Apr 27 (CDRH), 4-5 on Apr 29 (CDRH) and singles on Apr 30 (MMc), May 4,
May 10 and May 17 (CDRH). Elsewhere there was 1 at Eversley GPs on May 1 (MGLR),
1 Lea Fm GP on May 3 (BTB; BSt) and 8 visited Eversley GP on May 5 JMC; M]JM).
Autumn: a much lighter passage which commenced with 1 at Eversley GPs on Jul 20
(MGLR) with another there on Aug 11 (BMA), 1 flew SW over QMR on Aug 5 (CDRH)
and finally 1 flew E over Horton GPs on Sep 11 (CDRH).

CURLEW Numenius arquata

Uncommon passage migrant and summer visitor in small numbers (Amber listed)

Records were received from 15 locations, 10 in W Berks, 4 in Mid Berks and just 1 in E
Berks. First winter: the only report was of a single individual at Borough Marsh on Feb
6 (ABT). Spring: passage and returning birds were first encountered in late March with
1 on the Compton Downs on Mar 25 (ABT) and 2 migrants at Borough Marsh on Mar
31 (ABT). One was singing near to Brightwalton Common on Apr 13 (GDS), but not
subsequently, 1 was in fields beside Woolhampton GPs on Apr 21 (GEW), 1 was present
at Lea Fm GP on Apr 26 (AR) whilst 4 had returned to Wellbottom Down also on Apr 26
(MFW) and single migrants flew over QMR on Apr 29 (CDRH) and Theale Main GP on
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Apr 30 (KEM). Numbers had increased at Wellbottom Down to 7 by May 7 (MJD), nearby
1 flew E over Bury Down also on May 7 (D]JB) and 1 (possibly the same bird) was seen over
Greenham Common and Lower Fm GP on May 10 (MO). Summer: Birds were present
on the Compton Downs, being heard on both May 14 and Jun 10 (DJB) however it seems
that these birds now prefer the gallops over the county boundary in Oxon! One was seen at
Sheepdrove, Lambourn on Jun 8 (ABT) whilst for the first time since 1997 breeding was
confirmed when 5 adults and 3 young were located at Wellbottom Down on Jun 24 (PBT).
Autumn: passage began in June with singles flying over Lower Fm on Jun 21 (RA; JL; IW)
and Thatcham Marsh on Jun 22 (IW; JL). All other records occurred in Jul-Aug with 1 over
Lower Fm on Jul 5 (IW), singles over Hosehill Lake NR on Jul 25 (BU) and Jul 26 (RCr),
2 Lower Fm GP, Aug 2 (JA), 2 over Newbury RC, Aug 29 (RAH) and finally 1 over Theale
Main GP, Aug 30 (KEM).

SPOTTED REDSHANK  Tiinga erythropus

Very scarce passage migrant (Amber listed)

The first record since 2005 was of a w/p adult at Lavell’s Lake on Aug 30 (SJo et al).
With only 13 records in the last 10 years, this species remains one of the scarcer of our
regular waders and the lack of any large areas of suitable wetland habitat, especially with the
loss of such sites as Slough SF, Theale Wader Pit and Manor Farm, the status of this species
within Berks is unlikely to improve!

COMMON REDSHANK  Tringa totanus

Locally common passage migrant, declining summer visitor, scarce in winter (Amber listed)

Records were received from 22 locations throughout the county, the monthly maxima at the
main sites were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Borough Marsh - 3 5 3 2 2 - - - - 2 -
Dinton Pastures/Lea Fm GP 2 2 3 5 6 3 - - 1 - - -
Eversley GPs - - 6 7 4 5 2 1 1 - - -
Lower Farm GPs - - 4 3 4 1 1 - - - - -
Pingewood GPs - - 1 4 1 3 - - - - 1 -
Elsewhere

Number of sites 1 - 9 7 8 6 3 3 - - 1 -
Number of birds 1 - 27 18 20 10 4 3 - - 1 -

First winter: the Dec 2007 individual at Bray GP remained to Jan 13 (DF; MFW) and 2 were
reported from Dinton Pastures on Jan 20 (WEBs). The next records involved 1 at Lavell’s Lake
from Feb 15 (FJC; BAJC) increasing to 2 on Feb 27 (FJC) and 3 arrived at Borough Marsh
on Feb 28 (ABT) remaining into March, these records were the start of the spring migration.
Spring: passage peaked in March when reports were received from 14 locations involving a
minimum of 46 birds. High counts included 6 at Greenham/Crookham Common on several
dates in Mar/Apr peaking at 7 on May 31 (ABT), 5 Borough Marsh on Mar 15 (ABT), 5
Brimpton on Mar 19 (GEW) and 7 at Eversley GPs during April (BMA). Breeding: breeding
was only confirmed at Eversley GPs where 2 pairs had young but unfortunately none fledged
(MGLR). Elsewhere changes to the conditions of their habitats and disturbance from human
activities thwarted any other breeding attempts. Autumn/Second winter: most birds had
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left the county by the end of June, a few lingered into July at Eversley GPs and Lower Fm
GP, otherwise all records during Jul-Sep referred to migrants moving through. A small influx
occurred in Nov with 1 Burnthouse Lane GP, Pingewood GPs on Nov 2 (KEM), 1 Bray GP,
Nov 9 (CDRH) and 30th (KPD) and 2 Borough Marsh on Nov 16 (ABT).

GREENSHANK  Tiinga nebularia

Uncommon passage migrant and occasional winter visitor

Records were received from 14 locations equally spread throughout the county. The monthly
status is shown in the table.

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Number of sites 0 0 0 4 9 3 3 4 6 0 0 0
Number of birds 0 0 0 4 17 3 3 17 14 0 0 0

Spring: passage began with 1 at Burnthouse Lane GP, Pingewood GPs from Apr 17 (KEM;
MFW) to Apr 22 (MO). Single birds were also noted at Lavell’s Lake, Woolhampton GPs
and Lea Fm GP (possibly the Lavell’s bird) in April; however May produced the bulk of the
spring records with 14 from 9 sites. Most records involved single birds except for those at
Greenham/Crookham Common where after 3 on May 6, numbers increased to 5 on May
9 (GK) with 2 remaining to May 13 (MO). In June, 1 was located on flooded fields near
Holyport on Jun 4 (CDRH) and 1 at Burnthouse Lane GP on Jun 13 (CDRH) was the
last of the spring. Autumn: passage began very early with 1 flying over Brimpton on Jun 22
(GEW). There followed 3 records in July and numbers peaked in Aug/Sep when there were
17 records, the highest count being 7 at Eversley GPs on Aug 18 (BMA) and 4 at Lower Fm
GP on Sep 21 (MFW) which was also the last record of the year.

GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus

Locally common passage migrant and winter visitor (Amber listed)

Records were received from 32 locations, 12 in W Berks, 14 in M Berks and 6 in E Berks.
The monthly maxima at the main sites were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Brimpton 3 1 1 1 - - - - - - 3 1
Crookham Common - - 3 1 1 - - 1 2 - - -
DintonPasturesCP/LeaFmGP - - - - - - 1 2 3 1 1 -
Dorney Wetlands/ Slough SF - 1 - 1 - - - 1 - - 1 1
Eversley GPs 1 1 2 3 - 1 6 13 10 6 3 3
Horton GPs - 1 2 - - 1 2 3 3 3 3 1
Lower Farm GPs 1 1 2 1 - - 1 6 4 3 1 1
Padworth Lane GP 3 3 2 2 1 1 7 4 11 12 2 1
PingewoodGPs(BurnthouseLa)  — 2 6 5 - 1 3 7 4 - 1 5
Woolhampton GPs - 1 1 1 - 1 2 1 1 1 1 3
Elsewhere

Number of sites 6 2 9 3 0 1 1 2 4 1 2 3
Number of birds 8 2 12 3 0 1 1 2 5 6 2 3
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First winter: although widespread during this period, numbers were on the low side
with most reports being of single birds during Jan-Feb. The high counts of 3 occurred
on Jan 26-30 and Feb 7 at Padworth Lane GP (KEM) and Jan 27 at Brimpton (GEW).
Spring passage: numbers increased in March as birds began to move through the county,
culminating with 6 at Burnthouse Lane GP on Mar 15 (KEM). The period of spring passage
in Berks is relatively short and by late April most birds had already moved through, again
Burnthouse GP held the largest number with 5 on Apr 19 (KEM). The last April record
involved 1 at Eversley GPs on Apr 28 (MGLR) however there were 2 May records, 1 over
Greenham Common on May 18 (SAG) and 1 at Padworth Lane GP on May 27 (KEM)
that may have been an early returning migrant. Autumn passage: this period of migration is
substantially longer than that of the spring passage, usually beginning in June and continuing
to late Oct. In 2008, 6 sites held birds in June, the earliest being a moulting ad at Horton
GP on Jun 13 (CDRH). As you can see from the table numbers increased in July, but it was
the 3 following months that held the largest counts. The high count of 13 at Eversley GPs
occurred on Aug 9 (BMA) and Aug 27 (MGLR), whilst at Padworth Lane GP numbers
peaked at 11 on Sep 27 (KEM) and 12 on Oct 2 (KEM), the highest October count since
1991 when 12 were present at Theale GPs. Worthy of mention was a count of 6 flushed from
the R Kennet at Avington on Oct 20 (GDS) as it is rare for such numbers to be found on our
rivers. Second winter: birds were reported from 13 locations during Nov-Dec, 6 reports
involving single birds, 6 more of 2—3 birds whilst at Burnthouse Lane GP 5 were present on
Dec 20 (KEM).

WOOD SANDPIPER  Tiinga glareola

Scarce passage migrant (Amber listed)

There were 3 records this year all in May. At Greenham/Crookham Common 1 was located
on Crookham Pools on May 11 (ABT), a second bird was discovered there on May 12 (FJC)
and both birds remained to May 13 (MO). Further east, 1 was located on Borough Marsh
on May 30 (CDRH; ABT et al).

COMMON SANDPIPER  Actitis hypoleucos

Common passage migrant, scarce in summer and winter, has bred (Amber listed)

Records were received from 25 locations, 7 in W Berks, 12 in M Berks and 6 in E Berks, the
monthly maxima at the main sites were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Eversley GPs - - 1 3 1 1 7 6 8 - - -
Lower Farm GPs - - - 1 3 - 1 5 1 1 1 1
Padworth Lane GP 1 1 1 1 2 - 5 4 2 1 1 1
Pingewood GPs - - - 2 2 - 1 1 2 - 1 -
Queen Mother Res (QMR) - - - 2 7 - 10 12 9 2 - -
Elsewhere

Number of sites 0 0 0 8 10 3 10 8 4 0

Min. Number of birds 0 0 0 10 19 4 13 11 5 2 0 0

First winter: the only record involved the regular wintering bird at Padworth Lane GP
which remained in residence throughout the period. Spring passage: after a report of 1 at
Eversley GP on Mar 13 (JPe), passage began in earnest in April, beginning with 1 at Lea
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Fm GP on Apr 2 (FJC) then reports from a further 12 sites including 3 at Eversley GPs
on Apr 22 (MGLR). Numbers increased in May, high counts being 7 QMR on May 4
(CDRH) and 5 at Lea Fm GP on May 6 (FJC). The last spring record involved 1 at QMR
on May 29 (CDRH). Autumn passage: the first of the autumn arrived at Eversley GPs
on Jun 21 (BMA). June birds were also noted at Dorney W, Woolhampton GPs and Theale
Main GP where 2 were present on Jun 26 (KEM). The main period of passage fell between
July and Sep with birds being reported from 19 locations. The highest counts came from
Padworth GP with 5 on 3 dates in Jul (KEM), Eversley GPs with 7 on Jul 16, 6 on Aug 25
and 8 Sep 3 (BMA) and QMR with 10+ Jul 28, 11 Aug 1, 12 Aug 12, 8 Sep 6 (CDRH)
and 9 Sep 7 (ABT). A few stragglers lingered into Oct, 2 at QMR on Oct 11 (MFW) being
the last. Second winter: unusually 3 sites recorded birds. At Lower Fm GP, an elusive
individual, first seen on Oct 14 (GK) remained to the years end. At Padworth Lane GP,
1 was first located on Oct 29 (KEM) and then seen regularly to the years end. This is the
10th consecutive year that a Common Sandpiper has wintered at this site! Finally 1 visited
Pingewood GPs on Nov 18 (KEM); although Pingewood GPs are fairly close to Padworth it
is unlikely that this bird was the bird from the latter site as KEM had also seen the Padworth
Lane bird on Nov 18.

TURNSTONE  Arenaria interpres

Scarce passage migrant (Amber listed)

Three records involving 3 birds is below average for this species in Berks. Spring passage:
2 records, both of s/p individuals at Eversley GPs on May 3 (GR; DN) and Horton GP on
May 25 (CDRH). Autumn passage: an immature was located at Burnthouse Lane GP,
Pingewood GPs on Aug 16 and remained to Aug 17 (KEM).

GREY PHALAROPE  Phalaropus fulicarius

Rare visitor usually associated with autumn storms

The 27th record for Berks, a juv moulting into f/w plumage was located at QMR on Sep 2
(CDRH et al). Initially only glimpsed in flight over the Reservoir, the bird was relocated later
in the day and was the first inland sighting of a large influx that reached the south and west
coasts at this time. This is the fifth record for QMR and equals the earliest ever autumn date
for this species (when 2 were at Reading SF, Manor Farm on Sep 2 1922).

LONG-TAILED SKUA Stercorarius longicaudus

Rare vagrant

For the third consecutive year a bird was recorded from QMR. A dark morph juv put in a
brief appearance on Sep 24 (CDRH). The bird flew in at 11.18hrs, it retrieved a food item
(dead fish?), rested and bathed before departing high to the west, whilst being mobbed by
gulls. This is the fifth county record: all have been juveniles and apart from the first (seen
flying over Wraysbury GPs in Aug 1978) all have occurred at QMR since 2003.
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MEDITERRANEAN GULL Larus melanocephalus

Scarce but increasing passage migrant and winter visitor, occasional records in summer
(Amber listed)

Records were received from 14 locations, the vast majority being in E Berks; 4 Mid Berks
sites recorded birds but none were seen in W Berks. It is thought that at least 35 birds had
visited the county. The table shows the monthly total of birds reported from the main site
(QMR), then the totals from all other locations, and numbers in brackets refer to birds also
seen at QMR.

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Queen Mother Res 4 4 3 0 0 1 2 1 2 2 4 2
Elsewhere

Number of sites 0 3 1 2 2 3 2 1 2 2 2 3
Number of birds 0 3 1 4 4 2 2 (M 21 271) 2 41

First winter: the poor winter of 2007 continued into 2008, with a small w/p ad at QMR
on Jan 1 then intermittently to Mar 6 (partially hooded from Feb 14) which was presumed
to be the same individual that was first located in Nov 2007 (CDRH). New birds arrived at
QMR at the end of the month with a f/'w from Jan 28 then on 5 dates to Mar 25 (CDRH
et al) and a largish ad in partial s/p and s/w appeared in the roost on Jan 29 (CDRH). The
s/w reappeared on Feb 4 and both were seen on Feb 15 (CDRH). Meanwhile a w/p ad
visited on Feb 4 (CDRH) and a partially hooded ad on Feb 10 (IMMc) is presumed to be
one of the previously reported adults. The last records for QMR involved a s/s sharing the
roost with the long staying f/'w on Mar 14, 17 and 25 (CDRH). Elsewhere in the county
a moulting ad was noted at Lavell’s Lake on Feb 17 (MFW) and Feb 18 (NC), a partially
hooded ad (QMR bird?) departed to the N from Colnbrook Tip on Feb 21 (CDRH) and a
moulting s/w was located in the Moatlands GP roost on Feb 27 (PBT) and Mar 7 (ABT).
Spring/Summer: the Black-headed Gull colony at Eversley GPs attracted 3 birds during
the spring. An ad located on Apr 14-15 (MGLR) and Apr 21 (GR) was followed by a s/s on
Apr 17 (PBT) and again on Apr 21 (MGLR), May 5 (SAG) and May 8 (GR) and a f/s on
May 3 (GR), 5th (BMA) and May 8 (PBT). Two s/p ads briefly visited Lavell’s LLake on Apr
28 (MHT), 2 f/s were over Horton GP on May 12 (CDRH) and a f/s visited Dorney W on
Jun 4 (PNe) and Jun 5 (WAS) and floods near to Ockwells Manor, Maidenhead also on Jun
5 (PNe; CDRH). Burnthouse Lane GP hosted a s/p ad on Jun 28 (TGB; KEM) another s/p
ad at QMR on Jul 7 and 17 (CDRH) had begun its summer wing moult while a f/s, moulting
into s/w was on playing fields near Slough on Jul 11 (CDRH). A juv arrived at QMR from
the NE on Jul 20 and remained in the area to Aug 1 being seen at the Res and the adjacent
Horton Fields (CDRH). Autumn/Second winter: apart from an imm at Dorney Wetlands
on Sep 8 (BDCQC), all early records came from QMR and the adjacent Horton Fields with 1
w/p ad flying east on Sep 8, 1 f/'w Sep 9—-10 (CDRH) and a f/'w on Oct 5 (CDRH; FJC), what
may have been this bird was then located at Cold Harbour, Knowl Hill on Oct 18 (D]B).
An influx occurred at the beginning of Nov with a w/p ad at QMR on Oct 29 followed by a
f/w retaining many juv feathers there on Nov 1 (CDRH), a f/w in Windsor Great Pk on Nov
5 (CDRH) and 1 (not aged) at Dorney W on Nov 10 (BDC). Back at QMR a f/w and w/p
ad were seen on Nov 15, with further sightings of the ad on Nov 20, Dec 16 and Dec 22.
Another ad appeared on Nov 27, being seen again on Nov 29, Dec 14 and Dec 29. This bird
also visited Colnbrook Tip on Dec 23 and 29 (CDRH). Finally an ad was in the Moatlands
GP roost on Dec 21 (MFW) and a f/w was at Burghfield GPs on Dec 28 (MFW).
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LITTLE GULL Hydrocoelus minutus

Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor (Amber listed)

Birds were reported from 10 locations across the county, making 2008 a fairly poor year with
no large flocks and only an estimated 37 individuals, most in the spring. Spring: passage
began in March with a s/p ad at Moatlands GP on Mar 28 (RCr). The main arrival occurred
from mid-April with 1 s/p at Eversley GPs on Apr 16 (BMA; IHB) then 2 (lad 1 s/s) on
Theale Main GP, Apr 20 (ABT) initiated a series of records from the Theale/Moatlands
area to Apr 27 and involved at least 8 individuals, the highest count being 5 (3ads 2 f/s) on
Theale Main GP on Apr 23 (ABT). Other April records involved 1 at Thatcham DCL on
Apr 22 (M]JD) that may have been the 2nd summer bird that was present at Lower Farm
GP (NC) and 1 ad Eversley GPs on Apr 23 (CRG) and 1 reported from the R Thames by
Cock Marsh on Apr 29 (D M Ferguson). May was a poor month! The only reports being
4 f/s moving through QMR on May 18 (CDRH) and 3 f/s at Horton GPs on May 31, 2 of
which were also seen at QMR (CDRH). This late E Berks passage continued into June and
for the fifth successive year birds favoured Horton GPs where a /s bird arrived from the SE
on Jun 1, 4 f/s were present on Jun 3—4 and 1 f/s on Jun 13 (CDRH). Two f/s birds were
then found at Dorney W on Jun 20 remaining to Jun 26, occasionally visiting the adjacent
Slough SF (KPD; D Taylor et al). Autumn: passage was very poor this year, the only records
being 1 juv QMR on Sep 12-14 (ABT et al), 1 f/w Moatlands GP on Sep 28 (JA; HRN), 1
juv Moatlands GP Oct 4 (BU) and 2 f/w at QMR on Nov 2 (CDRH). Second winter: the
only winter record this year involved a single adult that visited QMR on Dec 26 (CDRH).

BLACK-HEADED GULL  Chroicocephalus ridibundus

Abundant winter visitor and passage migrant which now breeds in increasing numbers
(Amber listed)

First winter: counts of 1000 or over came from Borough Marsh with 1000+ on Jan 22
(DJB), c1000, Bucklebury Ford on Feb 3 (RF), 17000 in the Moatlands GP roost on Feb
15 (RCr), c1000 Lea Fm GP on Feb 18 (FJC) , 1500 Lower Farm GP on Feb 27 (G]S) and
2500 at Summerleaze GP on Mar 2 (WAS). Breeding: was reported from 4 locations. At
Eversley GPs, 144 nests were counted, however the colony was again affected by predation
and very few young were fledged (MGLR). At Hosehill Lake at least 50 pair’s bred (TABR)
but exact figures on the amount of young reared is not available. The Lower Farm colony
reared at least 16 young (SAG) but again it seems that details are not complete. A bird was
located on a nest at Lavell’s Lake on May 27 (DJB; MHT) and breeding was confirmed at
this new site on Jul 17 when 3 young were being attended by an ad (FJC). Second winter:
high counts were 1800 at the Theale Main GP roost on Nov 3 (RCr), 1500 were noted at
Lower Farm GP on Nov 5 and 12 (G]S), c1000 at Lea Fm GP (FJC) and there were c1500
at Dinton Pastures CP on Dec 9 (ADB). A leucistic ad was observed at QMR on Jul 19 and
29 (CDRH).

COMMON GULL  Larus canus

Common winter visitor and passage migrant (Amber listed)

This species continues to be under-recorded; records were received from 55 locations
including 5 from W Berks where this species is less common than in the rest of the county.
First winter: counts made during this period were usually of groups of up to 200 birds,
higher counts involved 350, West End on Jan 15 (D]JB), 635 at Windsor Great Pk on Jan
20 (DJB), 275 at Hurley on Jan 22 (D]B), 231 Moatlands GP on Feb 27 (PBT), 450+ at
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Warfield on Mar 10-11 (D]JB) and ¢300 Windsor Great Pk on Mar 16 (D]JB). The highest
counts from W Berks were 48, Compton Downs on Jan 5 (D]JB) and 29 at Lower Fm GP
on Feb 22 (NC). Spring/Summer: by April numbers were much reduced, but four sites
recorded birds in May with 1 Dorney W on May 8 (KPD), a f/s at QMR on May 12,16,18
and 22 (CDRH), a different f/s at Horton GP on May 25 and 27 which was also seen at
QMR on May 31 (CDRH) and 2 ads at Borough Marsh on May 29 (ABT; CDRH). An ad
that visited QMR on Jun 16 (CDRH) may have been an early returning bird. Return passage
was more evident in Jul, with 1 ad Horton GPs on Jul 1 (CDRH) birds were then located
at a further 5 locations with a high count of 10 including 1juv at QMR on Jul 28 (CDRH),
although numbers remained low for the rest of the autumn. Second winter: large counts
involved 350 in Windsor Great Pk on Nov 2 (DJB), 110 Moatlands GP, Nov 29 (JA), 150
on the Compton Downs on Dec 6 (D]B), 106, Hurley on Dec 9 (PNe) and ¢300 in Windsor
Great Pk on Dec 21 (D]B)

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL  Larus fuscus

Common winter visitor and passage migrant, increasingly common in summer and now breeds
(Amber listed)

First winter: largely overlooked, the highest counts received involved 750 Lower Fm GP on
Jan 2 and ¢1000 there on Feb 27 (G]S), 500 Bucklebury on Feb 3 (RF) and 1650 Moatlands
GP on Feb 15 (RCr) Spring/Summer: small numbers were reported widely, the highest
being 56 at Borough Marsh on Jun 9 (ABT). Although birds were present in the Slough area,
breeding was not confirmed this year. Autumn/Second winter: large flocks began to be
seen from Aug when 500 were counted at Old Warren, Fawley on Aug 27 (ABT). Numbers
at the Theale Main GP roost increased from 5400 on Sep 25 to 6300 on Oct 3 and 7500 on
Nov 3 (RCr). The pre-roost gathering at Lower Fm GP held c500 on Oct 30 (GJS) however
numbers then decreased to 3000 on Nov 20 and 2500 on Dec 3 (G]S). Elsewhere 1100 were
on Englefield on Nov 12 (RCr) and c7000 were roosting on Moatlands GP on Nov 29 (JA).

YELLOW-LEGGED GULL  Larus michahellis

Uncommon but increasing autumn passage migrant and winter visitor (Amber listed)

Records were received from 22 locations, 2 in W Berks, 9 in Mid Berks and 11 in E Berks;
the table shows the monthly county status (minimum no of birds).

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

W Berks no.of sites 1 1 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 2 1
Number of birds 2 3 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 2 1
M Berks no.of sites 4 5 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 0 4 6
Number of birds 10 1 3 1 1 1 2 1 1 0 9 13
E Berks no.of sites 2 5 1 1 2 3 3 7 4 1 3

Number of birds 4 2 1 9 4 57 90 84 22 5

Total number of birds 16 22 7 2 10 5 60 9 8 23 16 20

First winter: numbers from Jan to Mar were generally low with most records coming from
Mid Berks. The highest count at this time involved 5 at Burghfield GPs on Jan 14 (RCr).
Spring: there were 2 reports in April, a s/s at Lea Fm GP on Apr 21 (FJC) and a sub ad
at QMR on Apr 29 (CDRH). A minimum of 9 birds were identified at QMR during May
(CDRH), a s/s was noted at Horton GPs on May 12 (CDRH) and a f/s was located at
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Burnthouse Lane GPs on May 25 (FJC; PD). Only 5 birds were located during June, a
surprising total, given that it is this month that the autumn influx usually begins. Autumn:
at the main site, QMR, numbers quickly increased in July, notable dates being Jul 9 when
there was a flock of 24 (23 ads 1 3/s), a pair with an attendant juv arrived on Jul 13 and 50
were present on Jul 17 (CDRH); elsewhere no counts exceeded 3 birds. August highlights
included 20 ads on Horton Fields on both Aug 13 and 18 (CDRH), 5 ads at Cold Harbour
on Aug 23 (D]B) and 60 on Colnbrook Tip on Aug 28 (CDRH). Forty ads were seen at
both Colnbrook Tip on Sep 3 and at QMR on Sept 8 and Sep 29 (CDRH); the last high
count from this area was of 22 on Horton Fields on Oct 4 (CDRH). Second winter: once
the autumn passage was over, the focus of attention shifted to Mid Berks where a number
of birds could be found in the Moatlands GP gull roost, the highest counts being 6 (4 ads 2
3/w) on both Nov 29, (MFW) and (4 ads 1 s/w, 1 3/w) on Dec 30, (MFW). E Berks was not
totally deserted and a total of 5 birds were identified at QMR during Dec (CDRH).

CASPIAN GULL  Larus cachinnans

Scarce autumn/winter visitor

Records were received from 8 locations involving at least 18 birds; all were in Mid and E
Berks. First winter: at least 11 birds were reported during this period. At the main site,
QMR, the Polish ringed f/w that was first seen on Oct 22 2007 remained to at least Jan 28
and was also seen at Colnbrook Tip on Jan 31 (CDRH). On Jan 5 this bird was joined by
another f/w and on Jan 6 another, more heavily marked f/'w was located (CDRH) — thus
3 f/w birds were present at QMR in the 1st week of Jan! What may have been another f/w
which was lame in the left leg was noted in the roost on Jan 28 (CDRH). Other QMR
records involved an ad on Feb 11-12, 1 s/w on Feb 18 and a new f/w on Mar 25 (CDRH).
Elsewhere a f/'w was located in the Moatlands GP roost on Jan 4 (ABT) and was seen again
at Burghfield GPs on Jan 5 (MFW; KEM)). An ad was present at the Knowl Hill Landfill
site on Jan 14 (CDRH) and a f/w was noted in the Moatlands GP roost on Feb 27 (PBT)
and Mar 1-2 (MFW). Finally a s/w was found at Burnthouse Lane GP on Mar 24 (TGB).
Spring: a very late f/s was present on QMR on Apr 27-28 (CDRH); another sighting at
QMR on May 20 was likely to be the same bird (CDRH) and is the latest ever spring record
for Berks. Autumn/Second winter: the first of 6+ birds reported during this period, a near
ad, was on Colnbrook Tip on Sep 8 and relocated to Horton Fields the next day (CDRH).
An adult that was located on QMR on Nov 25 was probably the same bird seen at Colnbrook
Tip on Dec 19 (CDRH). Another ad (presumed to be a fem due to small size) appeared at
QMR on Nov 27 and was also seen on Dec 21 and 25; a f/'w was also present on the latter
date (CDRH). The year ended with ads at Padworth Lane GP on Dec 27 and 31 (KEM)
and Searle’s Farm Lane GP (prob fem) on Dec 31 (MFW).

HERRING GULL Larus argentatus

Common winter visitor and passage migrant, increasing in summer and now breeds (Red listed)

Although under recorded, analysis of records received show that this species is most common
in the east, becoming scarcer as you go west. First winter: unfortunately there were no roost
counts or counts from landfill sites and the largest count reported was 375 in fields south
of Knowl Hill on Jan 26 (D]JB). At QMR, an ad with an orange ring on its left leg (ring no
1037) on Jan 4 (CDRH), was ringed as a f/w at Gerrards Cross Land(fill, Bucks on Jan 21
2004. A leucistic individual was found on QMR on Feb 2 (CDRH) and could possibly be the
same bird that was photographed at Beddington SF, Surrey earlier in the year. Further west
at Smallmead Fm GP a f/w with milky coffee coloured primaries on Feb 15 (MFW) could
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have caused some initial confusion as to its identity. A count of 14 at Lower Farm on Mar
8 (IW; JL) was the highest W Berks count for the year! Spring/Summer: there were some
surprisingly high counts during the period with 130 at Dorney W on Apr 24 (D]B), 500+
(75% imms) at QMR on May 12 (CDRH), 220 (all imms) on pasture at Felix Fm, Shurlock
Row on May 30 (D]JB) and 200 including 2 juvs at QMR on Jul 21 (CDRH). Breeding:
was confirmed in Reading where a pair was attending young on rooftops in the town centre
on Jul 3 (WB); however no information was received from the main breeding area at Slough
Trading Estate. With its elevation to the Red List, due to a long term decline in breeding
population and to a lesser extent wintering population, any data concerning breeding within
the county in future years would be especially welcome. Autumn/Second winter: once
again very few observers’ submitted counts, sites where numbers were monitored included
Cold Harbour where highs of 600+ were present on Aug 23 and Sep 22 and 500+ there on
Dec 24 (D]B) and in Windsor Great Pk, with 700 on Nov 2 (D]B).

SCANDINAVIAN HERRING GULL Larus argentatus argentatus

This larger and darker northern form is a common visitor to the county during the winter
months. In the 1st winter an ad thayeri type (limited amount of black to the wing tips)
was located at QMR on Jan 4 (CDRH). In the 2nd winter, birds began to appear at QMR
early in the autumn with 2 ads on Sep 9 but it was not until Dec that numbers increased
substantially. It was at this time that a f/'w with a wholly dark tail (a Smithsonian feature) was
located on Dec 5 and another thayeri type was seen on Dec 7 (CDRH).

ICELAND GULL  Larus glaucoides

Rare winter visitor (Amber listed)

First winter: the adult that roosted at QMR during Nov/Dec 2007 was seen again on Jan
1 (CDRH). There followed a series of records from this area, all involving a single adult
that is presumed to be the same bird. On Jan 29 an ad flew from Colnbrook Tip to Withy
Bridge Slough, on the Berks/Bucks border where it settled in fields before departing to the
SE, avoiding QMR. Further records from Withy Bridge occurred on Feb 14 (later being seen
in the QMR roost) and Feb 23; the last sighting was back in the QMR gull roost on Mar 3
(all CDRH).

GLAUCOUS GULL Larus hyperboreus

Rare winter visitor (Amber listed)

First winter: 3 f/w individuals were identified in the east of the county during this period.
On Jan 1 a f/w arrived at QMR at midday and remained to roost (CDRH; CL). This bird
was easily identifiable due to the oily patch on the primaries of the right wing, proving it to
be the bird that was seen previously at Beddington SF Surrey in Dec 2007and also roosting
at Broadwater GP, Herts. Further sightings at QMR occurred on Jan 6, 29, and 30 (CDRH),
Feb 3 (CDRH; FJC), Feb 9 and 15 (CDRH). The second individual (dark eyed with a more
faded plumage) was first located at Colnbrook Tip on Jan 12 before roosting at QMR on Jan
12-13 (CDRH). Further sightings at QMR occurred on Jan 20 (MO), Feb 6 (CDRH) and
what is presumed to be the same bird on Feb 10 (MMc). The last sighting of this bird was
at Withy Bridge on Feb 14 when it was in the same flock as the ad Iceland Gull (CDRH).
The third individual (quite small with a smoky tone to the head and neck) was first located
on Colnbrook Tip and then in the QMR roost on Feb 25 (CDRH). Three individuals in
one year is the highest total since 1998 (Berkshires best ever year) when there were 4 birds.
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GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus marinus

Uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor (Amber listed)

A better year for records with birds reported from 24 locations, 2 in W Berks, 12 in Mid
Berks and 10 in E Berks. Like the Herring Gull, numbers appear to diminish the further
one goes west. The table shows the monthly minimum number of birds reported throughout
the county.

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Number of sites 11 8 7 2 1 0 1 5 4 5 4 8
Number of birds 584 64 28 4 4 0 2 10 5 5 40 214

First winter: some impressive counts were made during this period beginning with 350 at
QMR on Jan 1 (CDRH) who states that this was one of 10 species of gull present at this
site on this date! At Smallmead Fm GP, 88 were noted on Jan 5 and 41 were still present
on Feb 7 (MFW), 26 ads were at Cold Harbour on Jan 13 (MFW), 39 were at Burghfield
GPs on Jan 14 and 70 were at the Knowl Hill Landfill on Jan 14 (CDRH). The highest W
Berks count was just 3 at Lower Fm GP on Mar 1 (NC). Spring: March sightings quickly
diminished and by April birds could only be located at 2 locations with a f/w at Burnthouse
Lane GP on Apr 3 (MFW) and a series of records from QMR involving a f/s on Apr 21-22,
2 f/s on Apr 27 and a subad on Apr 28 (CDRH). All May records came from QMR with an
ad on May 10 (JA), a s/s and subad on May 16 and a f/s on May 20 (CDRH). Autumn/
Second winter: the first reports came from Theale Main GP where 2 ads were located on
Jul 8 and 1 on Jul 9 (RCr). Four sites held single birds in Aug; but 6 ads were on Horton
Fields on Aug 29 (CDRH). The first juvs were noted in Sep with the earliest 1 at QMR on
Sep 6 (CDRH) but Sep and Oct were poor months for records and it was not until early
Nov that the first double figure count was logged, 30 beside the M4 at Junction 11 on Nov